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Good and bad 


Last Sunday's opening round in the Castrol-sponsored RAC 
saloon car championship substantiated all hopes of a very 
competitive series between new significant manufacturers 
not otherwise involved in motor sport. The number of 
non-appearances was disappointingly high, but this is sure 
to improve particularly after April 1 when several new 
competitive makes are expected to be homologated by the 
FIA. Further proof of the importance of this new Group 1 
Championship was the considerable amount of trade sup- 
port which turned up at Mallory, and this seems to be 
further improved upon during the season. The competitors 
and entrants should be congratulated too, for almost all 
the cars were immaculately presented, although reliability 
was certainly lacking among the over 2¥4-litre cars. 


RAC scrutineer Peter Jowitt was keeping a close watch 
on the eligibility side, as he has done throughout the 
off-season by checking entrants’ cars, and in addition to the 
co-operation off the circuit, manners were just as polite 
during the racing—when Barrie Williams’ Mazda struck 
Tony Dron's Dolomite Sprint which had momentarily 
slowed, Dron was invited to protest on suggestion of the 
observers but declined to do so. 


Regrettably the situation is not so rosy in the club 
production saloon car formula, Entries have been particu- 
larly thin on the ground, and much of the blame must be 
placed on the ridiculous price classes. The £1,250 to £1,599 
price class is open to little else but Vauxhall Firenza/ 
Magnums and Escort Mexicos while the 2-litre Alfas and 
Dolomite Sprints are lumped against the Chevrolet Camaro 
in the over-£1,600 category. 


It was perfectly correct to allow the American Camaros 
into the club production saloon formula, but one would 
have thought it obvious to have followed the lines of 
the Castrol Group 1 championship in putting such cars, 
which are virtually certain to win the race overall every 
time, into their own class—for example over £3,000. The 
situation at the moment is quite ludicrous as the Firenzas 
are racing but not scoring their full championship points 
as there are about three entries or less in the class while 
their main rivals—Dolomites and Alfas—haven't got a 
chance against the Camaros. In fact, it would seem more 
sensible to abandon classes by price owing to the large 
number of different factors involved. 


However, the situation over tyres is most favourable. 
The use of racing tyres in the Castrol national champion- 
ship has done nothing to lessen the spectacle, while the 
RAC have succeeded in banning the road tyre specials 
which nearly ruined last year’s production saloon racing and 
this year’s club production formula is much more successful 
as a result 


our cover pictur 


The Castrol Anniversary Touring Car Championship got under way at 
Mallory Park last Sunday and Richard Lloyd's Simontz Camaro, 
pictured here, was challenging hard for the lead before spinning off due 
fo a deflating tyre Our report starts on page 20. 
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edited by lan Phillips 


Player’s back first 
Super Saloon races 


John Player are to sponsor the 
first’ two races in the BRSCC 
Super Saloon Car series, The 
opening event will be at Snetter- 
ton on Easter Sunday and this 
Will “be followed on. Easter 
Monday at Mallory Park where 
the BRSCC John Player Super 
Saloon. Car series race replaces 
the podrly supported Formula 3 
race as the main event on the 
programme. 

Both races at Snetterton and 
Mallory will be over 25 laps and 
the prize money scale for each 
race reads as follows : 1, £200; 2 
£100; 3, £50; 4. C40; 5, €30 
6, €20; 7 to 15, €10 and an addi: 
tional €50 to the first 2-litre car 
entered. 

There Is great support for this 
new series which Is run to special 
saloon car regulations, and will 
fee the advent of rear-engined 
special saloon cars Including Jan 
Richardson whose Chevrolet 
Corvair Monza has a G-litre Ford 
engine and John Turner's Skoda 
which has an Alan Smith Formula 


5000 Chevrolet engine Installed 
In the rear. 
‘Among. the other entries 


expected for the series are Mick 
Hill whose G-litre Tricentrol Capri 
has been completely rebuilt, Colin 
Hawker In his Cosworth | DFV. 
engined Ford Capri, David Howes 
whose American Motors Javelin 
no longer has G2 restrictions 
placed on It, Tony Strawson in 
the ex-Mick Hill Boss Capri, Tony 
Hazlewood driving the | Daf. 
Oldsmobile 58, now owned by 
Colin. Folwell, Gerry Marshall in 
the DTV Ventora-Repco (although 
a clashing Gl race at Thruxton 
will prevent Gerry from compet 
ing at Mallory), John Pope's new 
Aston Martin-engined Vauxhall 
Magnum, Pete Shelton’s VS 
engined” Ford Cortina, - Dennis 
Nott’s Capri-Chevrotet, Bill Cox's 
Ford Berpop. Nick’ Whiting’s 
Escort-FVC, Chris Meek who will 


use his 2litre Esc 
until a secret_new rear-engined 
project is completed, Geoff 
Wood's new incredibly light: 
weight Escort and John Macdon 
ald’g 2-litre David Wood-prepared 
Escort. In addition, a number of 
other exciting combinations are 
expected to be appearing. 


rt Cosworth 


The » introduction of rear: 
engined cars has created a cer 
tain amount of argument for it 
means that the position of the 
gearbox has to be reversed in 
nto. the engine and 
brings Hewland gearboxes In 1 
cial saloon car racing, which 
some competitors believe _ will 
considerably increase the costs 

Norman Abbott tried to use a 
Hewland gearbox in his famous 
Pink Panther Escort, but that was 
excluded under ‘the current 
Special saloon. car regulations 
which state. that" the. general 
location of the engine and ge 
box will be unchanged,” asthe 
gearbox had been moved. from 
the front to the rear of the car 
Some. competitors believe that 
this loosely worded rule also 
rules out the new  rear-engined 
cars as the gearbox has been 
moved round in relation to the 
engine. 

But this Is not so. Neil Eason: 
Gibson of the RAC confirmed that 
the interpretation of the rule Is 
that if the engine and gearbox are 
In the front of the car they must 
not be switched to the rear and 
vice versa, but there is nothing 
to prevent a competitor changing 
the position of the gearbox so 
Jong as it remains in the same 
half of. the car. 

Competitors who are construct 
ing special saloon cars who are 
uncertain over certain paints of 
the regulations are advised to 
contact the RAC. Motor Sp 
division for clarification with 
them or one of their eligibi 


Novamotor’s Toyota 
F3 engine available 


Novamotor have released details 
of their F3 engines which will 
be available to customers this 
year. There will be a full 2-litre 
version of the old Lotus-Ford twin 


cam plus a new Toyota twin 
The Lotus version is mainly 


intended for people owning these 
engines already and as it does 
not involve the use of a welded 
block it has been declared legal 
by both the Italian AC and the 
RAC 
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Both engines are developing 
similar power and have been 
undergoing extensive testing in 
Italy in the back of Brabham 
BT4ls and new GRDs, the latter 
being the quickest. On the tight 
circuit at Casale lap times have 
been brought down by over two 
seconds with the new engines. 


Novamotors are available in 
Britain from Chuck McCarty at 
14 Hamble Court, Broom Park. 
Teddington (01-977 9869), 


Second Dempster 
F5000 for Taylor 


Dempster Developments, the pro- 


Kent based "property 
7 — F5000 March, 


9 


- ee 


company will be backing two 
F5000 cars this year. Already 
nounced is Mike Wilds’ car 
but Dempster's Colin Phillips 
announced this week that a sec 
ond car_will be run for Wilds’ 
former F3 sparring partner lan 
Taylor. 

Both cars will be March 74As 
and will use Alan Smith engines, 
There will only be one car for 
Wilds at Brands Hatch this week 


nd as Taylor's is still being 
completed at Bicester; his first 
appearance in F5000 will be at 
Silverstone on April 7, 

Both drivers were very much 
on a par at the top end of the 


F3 ladder last year and it will be 
Interesting to see how they fare 
in F500. This Is @ lucky break 
for Taylor who after winning the 
Forward ‘Trust F3 championship 
last year with the Baty Group 
March looked at one time to be 
Jolning the other top F3 drivers 
such as Tony Brise and Alan 
Jones without a drive, 


Dok 


llory 


- print 
—— aren 


us F3 car ma 


‘Barri 
sleepers on Sunday 


ite debut at Oulton Park last week, Bob 


the race before spinning and 
Mazda looked sod after clouting th 


Williams wax dicing with Andy Rouse's 


mite for the lead at the time (below), 
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Indy and F5000 


for David Hobbs 


David Hobbs will ‘be racing in 
Britain on a fairly regular basis 
this vear—the first time since 
his works Surtees TS5 days. 
Hobbs, past winner of 

American championship in 
Hogan's McLaren M10B, w 
driving for Hogan this year again 


David Hobbs — Indy MeLaren. 


oa both sides of the Atlantic 
With Brett Lunger’s departure 
the Eagle team, Hogan has de. 
cided to run just a single car in 
‘America and one of his Lola 
T3303 is being shipped over to 
this country for Hobbs to drive in 
the. Rothmans Championship 
starting at’ Mallory Park. The 
car will then’ be campaigned 
in all the. rounds which 
do not clash with those in 
America. With the change of date 
M the Riverside race announced 
this week, those drivers intending 

ein both champion- 
now be able to stay 
Until June when the 
US series opens. 


McLaren also announced this 
week that Hobbs would be t 
Second driver at Indianapolis 
partnering Johnny Rutherford 
This is a one off drive for David 
whose MI6C D will be sponsored 
by. Carling Black  Label—the 

ple who backed him in USAC 
events last year with the Roy 
Woods team. 


Riverside 
date change 


Riverside have asked the SCCA 
to change the date of thelr ro 
in the American F5000 series, It 
was to have been April 
it will now be October 27. This 
means a ttiple header meeting 
for Riverside that weekend as 
they also have a CanAm round 
and another International Rac 
Of Champions series planned for 
the same meeting. Our American 
correspondent reports however 
that the CanAm will probably 
not take place at Riverside at all 
If it does not look healthy during 
the year 

‘The reason though for the 
switch of dates is to save th 
teams too. much unnecessary 
travelling in the early part of 
the year following the earlier 
switch of the Laguna Seca date 


F1 mystery ? 


‘A mystery invitation arrived on 
our desk this week from a Japan. 
‘ese company, Maki Engineering, 
requesting “the pleasure of your 
company on Friday March 15 for 
the presentation of our new 
Formula One car.” 

Nothing on the grapevine gave 
any clue as to what it is com 
nected with except that the 
‘company’s British base was given 
as 361 Bath Road, Cippenham, 
Slough—a famous address once 
used by Frank Williams and now 
‘30 far as we can gather the home 
of various engine and gearbox 
Tebuilding concerns. More news 
next week. 
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Ward F5000 


The McRae GM1s which lan Ward 
bought at the beginning of this 
Year have been renamed Ward 
KSis. Ward will be entering one 

in all the Rothmans rounds 
nis year for Keith Holland. The 
KS stands for Ken Stepney who 
has revined the cars with de- 
formable structures. Stepney 
formerly worked with Malaya 
Garages and then with Graham 
McRae. 

The name McRae has now vir 
tually disappeared on cars. The 
GM2s will be known as Talons 
in America where they will be 
sponsored by Norris Industries 
and run by Jack McCormack for 
Graham McRae himself, Sam 
Posey and possibly Joha Morton. 


Jarama tests 


st Goodyear-shod FI teams 
were busy testing at Jarama last 
week. Those present included the 
two JPS 95, one Ferrari, one 
McLaren, two Tyrrells, and one 
Brabham. 

Ronnie Peterson and Niki 
Lauda did more laps than most 
and. it was Lauda who returned 
the best time confirming the good 
form shown In Brazil: his best 
time was I m 187 s, Next quick 
est was Carlos Reutemann in the 
Brabham with a Lm 194 5 with 
Emerson Fittipaldi third quickest 
on 1 m 19.8 s. Peterson did 1 m 
20.2 3 and Jacky Ickx, after 
making some alterations ‘to the 
fear suspension 1 m 206 s 
‘Apparently Ickx declared that he 
would be in the 1 m 16 s bracket 
tthe Grand Prix which is 
scheduled for April 28. 


Jackie Oliver 


testing the latest CanAm UOP Shadow at Silver 
to (t being flown to America 


New CanAm Shadow 


the Tony Southgate-design 
but the car is the responsibility of Mike 
f For ‘cham. This 8-litre Chevrotet-engined 
tested Jackie Oliver and the second 
for hie c Peter Revion, by 
ar will be next #0 tha c ready 


Am round, one spare. The car is completely 


ie down to a very competitive weight. 
for ‘out bid to clinch the series and don 
ms on fuel consumption, 


ONLY SIX WEEKS 
TO GO 


Then the Grand Prix season 
comes to Europe. The Spanish 
Grand Prix will take place at 
Jarama, Madrid, on April 28th. 
Choose from any one of these 
departures, not only for the 

Spanish Grand Prix but for 
other early season events too. 


Spanish GP —April 28th from £29 
Belgian GP —Easy to get to from £26 


Monaco GP —Nine different itineraries from 
only £29 

Swedish GP —Weekend in Denmark and 
Sweden £67 


Le Mans —Five alternatives, from £19 


WE CAN STILL OFFER BEDS IN MONACO 
AND GRANDSTAND SEATS—BUT NOT FOR 
LONG. ALL DEPARTURES ARE NOW 
HEAVILY BOOKED 


The 1974 season is an intriguing prospect—book 
now and make sure that you see the best of it 


Call KATE HAYNES for a reservation on (0533) 51211 
or use the coupon below to request a brochure. 


PAGE & MOY LTD 
136-138 London Road, Leicester, LE2 1EB 


Please send 56 page 1974 Motor Racing Brochure. 
Name 


Address 


BEDFORDSHIRE’S 
FORD RALLYE SPORT CENTRE 


Early delivery 


ESCORT RS 1600s 

ESCORT RS 2000s 

ESCORT MEXICOS 
CAPRI RS 3100s 


Jame @ COMPLETE RALLYE 
SPORT SERVICE 


z © \) @ Lance stocks 
OF AVO PARTS & 
j-< ACCESSORIES 
. =< @ EXPERT SERVICING 
BY FORD TRAINED 
Tricentrol 22, AVO TECHNICIANS 
RING BRIAN EYRE NOW—DUNSTABLE 67811 


Tricentrol 


CARS (DUNSTABLE) LTD 


55 LONDON ROAD DUNSTABLE 


a — | 
PRESS ON TO PIMLICO! | 


Visit our new boutique especially stocked for the 
man who wants to make his motoring more enjoyable. 
Sit in comfort in Corbeau seats, handle smooth leather 
Motolita wheels, get switched on with Cibie lights 
and keep an eye on your engine with Smiths instru- 
ments, whilst listening to slot stereo 


Calling all racing drivers 


We now stock the complete range of Nomex safety 
clothing and many other items you require—see our 
weekly advert under ” Racewear.”” 


and 


We sell many of the items produced for racing teams 
such as Marlboro, Embassy, JPS, McLaren and 
Rothmans Rally jackets, T-Shirts, badges, stickers, etc. 


2m J. & J. STANTON 
LIMITED 


95 Pimlico Road, London, SW1 
Tel: 01-730 0044 
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Four Alfas and Matras 
in first Le Mans list 


‘The Le Mans organisers published 
last week the first list of invited 
cars for this year’s Le Mans 24 
hours. ‘The list contains 40. cars 
the main ones of which are as 


follows 
North American Racing Team, 
3.0 Ferrari 3128, X/X; Auto: 


delta SPA, 3.0 Alfa Romeo 33 TT 
12, Carlo Facetti/Theodoro Zec- 
call, Andrea de Adamich/X, Rolf 
Stommelen/X, Arturo. Merzario, 
X; Alain de Cadenet, De Cadenet- 


Ford, Chris. Craft/Alain de 
Cadenet ; Gulf Racing Research, 
Gult-Mirage, Derek Bell/X, Mike 
Hallwood/X; GitanesMatra- 
Simca, Matea-Simea _MS680, 
Jean-Pierre Beltolse/Jean-Plerre 
Jarier; Matra-Simea _MS670, 
Gerard La Pes: 
carolo, Bob Wollek /Jose Dolhem, 
Jean-Pierre Jaboullle/Francois 


Migault/Jean-Pierre — Jaussaud ; 
Martini Racing-Porsche System, 


Porsche Carrera RS, Gijs van 
Lennep/Herbert Muller; Ligier 
‘Automobiles Maserati, Ligier 


Maserati JS 2, X/X. X/X ; NART, 
Lamborghini, X/X; Wicky Racing 
Team, Lamborghini, Andre 
Wicky/Betsch ; Lancia Marlboro, 
Lancia Stratos, Sandro Munari 
Jean-Claude Andruet. 


‘Others entered in the G5 class 
are a Sigma, a March 74S and 
‘Chevron B26 and B21 

In the GT class there are two 
de "Tomaso Panteras for the 
Wicky Racing Team, a Greder 
Racing Corvette, a John Green- 
wood Corvette, two NART Ferrari 
Daytonas and numerous Porsche 
Carreras. 


In the G2 class BMW have 
entered two works cars for un 
named drivers 


while the Gelo 
20 entered a 


Historic 
contenders 


Forward Enterprises have an- 
nounced their plans for historic 
facing this season with John 
Harper and. Anthony Hutton— 
the directors of the company— 
driving. Harper will be competing 
with” an aluminium lightweight 
XK 120 in the Spreckley series, 
the ex-Horman_ Hillwood/George 
Tatham Lister Jaguar in the first 
few JCB rounds and the ex- 
Richard Taft AC Cobra in the 
Classic Car Championship, while 
Hutton will be contending the 
JCB series with his famous Lister 
Jaguar MVE 303 again in addit- 
jon to driving the ex-Keith St 
John McLaren Elva Mk 1 in the 
Classic Car series and his Gulf 
Mirage GT40 in the FordSport 
GT40. championship. Harper is 
also rebuilding a Cooper Monaco 
for tater in the season 

Forward Enterprises are the 
main force behind the Spreckley 
thoroughbred sports car champ- 
fonship which opens at Silver. 
stone on March 23 with a really 
Excellent collection of makes 
fepresented, ranging from the 
XK120s and Healeys to a Swallow 
Doretti 

‘Other Forward Enterprises act. 
ivities include the presentation 
of a trophy to the competitor who 
Scores the most outright wins in 
the Classic Car Championship 
and the arranging of various 
historic races abroad, the first 
of which will be held at the 
French Arras circuit on March 
30/31. 
© One of Iast year’s Grovewood 
award commendation winners 
Geoff Friswell will be concentrat- 
ing on Formula Atlantic again 
this year with his March but is 
hoping to do some 2-litre sports 
car events and is also on the 
look-out for a G1 ride. 
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Andy Rouse 
looks for F3 


Broadspeed competitions manager 
Andy Rouse plans to be returning 
to. single-seater racing this 
season, in Formula 3. Rouse first 
came to prominence in Formula 
Ford with a Dulon: 

couple of seasons 
Since spent his time competing 
very successfully in Group 2 
saloons with  Broadspeed-built 
Escorts and Capris. Plans this 
year to compete in the European 
Touring Car Championship with 
an Escort have been abandoned, 
‘and as Rouse only has the 13 
rounds of the Castrol Group 1 
championship on his programme 
with the Broadspeed Dolomite 
Sprints, he will have time to com- 
pete in F3. He hasn't yet decided 
Which F3 chassis to have, but the 
engine will be prepared at Broad 
speed and he hopes the car will 
be ready by May. 


G1 tops bill 
at Thruxton 


Following the announcement last 
week that the BARC had been 
Toreed to. cancel their Easter 
Monday F2 race it has now been 
decided that the Castrol GI 
Saloon championship race will 
now be the main race of the 
Gay. Supporting it will be a Wella 
FF race, Tricentrol sports GTs, 
Blue Circle Modsports, a historic 
race and a round of the new Jet 
Gaz Caravan Championship. 

‘The BARC have said that the 
cancellation of the F2 race is for 
this year only and that next 
Easter will see a return of a 
major international meeting at 
the circuit. 


STP sponsor six 
cars, five drivers 


STP announced last week the for- 
mation of a six car team with 
five drivers to carry their colours 
this year. 

STP’s British co-ordinator 
Nick Brittan said at the an 
nouncement that after four years 
in Fl STP had decided that sup. 
porting other areas of motor 
Sport was now the way to go as 
the return on the very large in- 
vestment in Fl did not justify the 
huge sums. involved. Their sup- 
port in 1974 will be in F5000, 


Formula Atlantic, Gl, Drag 
Racing and Karting 
Following their successful 


association with Bod Evans last 
year with the Alan McKechnie 
‘owned and run Trojan F500 car 
they will this year be backing the 
team with a new Lola 7332. Also 
forces with McKechni 
‘another of 5000's 
Strongest supporters since its in- 
ception, Doug Hardwick and tis 
Healey Forklift organisation. The 
first car to run in its new livery 
this year was Peter Wardle’s At 
lantic Surtees TS15 which made 
Its debut at Mallory last weekend 
Gordon Spice will be carrying 


"la 


Gordon Spice— G1 


the STP colours in G1 on Stanley 
Robinson's Wisharts Garage 7- 
litre Plymouth Cuda which will 
be seen for the first time in the 
Castrol race at the Race of Cham- 
pions this weekend 

The other STP team members 
will be Dennis Priddle with two 
Gragsters and 15 year old kartist 
Steve Carvill. 


a 
Saale 


Bob Evans — P5000. 


a 


Peter Wardle — Atlantic. 


Italian bodybuilding specialists, Pininfarina, have developed a new 
for the latest Abarth 2000 SE 027 2 
monocoque and provides for a transverse frame to be attached at th 


body 
‘car. The chassis is a 


tre spor 


front and rear s0 that the chassis can be changed easily with others 


‘of different lengths if required for different circuits. 


‘The car has 


been developed in conjunction with Abarth and should be seen in the 


2ulitre sports car championship. 


OULTON PARK 9th MARCH 


Simoniz Special 


Saloon Car 
Championship 
Race 


Ist OVERALL 
Gerry Marshall — Vauxhall. Firenza 


FASTEST LAP 


Gerry Marshall 
1 minute 43.4 seconds 
(96.13 mph) new lap record 


Subject to official confirmation 


SILVERSTONE 


SUNDAY 17th MARCH 


at 2.45 pm 
BRDC Championship Car Races 


nee 


SUITABLE FOR 
CARS 


G.B. 

5 -10 

5}-12 

5}-13 

6 -13 

6 -14 23.70 
All sizes & other makes available 
Chrome lock nuts (set 4)..... £3.2 
Chrome nuts (set 16) 
State make & model, 


(Suitable most cars) Tel: 07322/63333 


lex: 95626 


TON TYRES Quarry Hill, Tonbridge, Kent 
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Ultra-modern circuit 
at Rio in November 


Picking up the renaissance of 
motor racing in Brazil, the city 
government of Rio de Janeiro 
have announced final plans for 
thelr ambitious new Autodromo, 
Occupying the site of the exist- 
ing but primitive Barra da Tijuca 
circuit, on low flat ground along 
the seacoast some 15 km south- 
‘west of the city centre, the new 
facility is intended to be the 
last. word in modernity. Earth: 
moving bas already begun, and 
the target date for completion to 
race-ready status Is November 1 
this year. 


There is to be a complex of 
three circuit lengths, Basic is a 
1O-turn lap of 5.0. km ineorpors 
Ing a straight of 1000 metres, 
with @ cut-off to create a shorter 
distance of 3.2 km on demand. 
‘A further extension to bring the 
total to 5.7 km will be completed 
ata later date—the delay In- 
volves constructing four bridges 
to bring the road over a pair of 
streams. Designed in close con- 
Sultation with the CSI and super- 
vised by a CSI representative, 
the racing surface is 12. metres 
wide and boardered on both 
sides by, first, 6 metres of grass 
‘and, second, “4 metres of sand 
Tai in shallow “traps" ¢o act as 
decellerators for wayward cars. 
The radii of the turns have 
been carefully designed so that 
nowhere does a corner tighten. 
Up: if there is any change of 
radius it Is positive. 


Much attention has been paid 
to keeping guardrails and catch- 
fences as far away as possible 
from the circult, especially at 
‘corners and other areas where 
cars could be expected to spin 
off. 

The grounds are laid out so 
that no bridges or tunnels will 
be necessary, the pits being in 
fact on the “outside” of the cir- 
cult, For efficiency of drainage 
a3 well as unimpeded spectator 
viewing from the main  grand- 
stand to the far side of the 
Circuit, the central area including 
the paddock is depressed below 
the racing surface. The pits/pad- 
dock area with accommodation 
for 35 separate cars is intended 
to be at least as comfortable as 
those at the recently inaugurated 

a circuit. There is t be 


rant adjoining the paddock, 
control tower with full commiuni- 
cation and press facilities,  hell- 
port—and the inevitable Karto- 
dromo as well! Permanent seat- 
ing for 50,000 spectators will be 
completed’ by November, while 
plans exist to bring the total 
Capacity for seated spectators to 
150,000 in time. 

The designers, a commission 
working under the department 
of planning and construction of 
the state of Guanabara, are inci- 
dentally ready to make their 
expertise available to. other 
groups Inverested in building 
Circuits elsewhere. 


© Portuguese, sports car driver 
Marlo Cabral will be driving a 
brand new Chevron B26 in all 
the European 2-litre championship 
rounds this year with Schnitzer 
BMW engines. The team will be 
based in England under the direc 
tion of former Frank Williams FL 
chief mechanic Tony Fox and will 
be known as Golden Scorpion 
Racing ‘Team. His co-driver on 
‘occasions will be saloon driver 
Jose Teixeria da Silvs 


CATCHPOLE 


© Wealthy Midlands industrialist 
John Cooper has bought the ex: 
Roger Bell 3-litre BMW Si used 
in last year's Castrol and Britax 
Group 1 series and plans to 
contest the Britax series, which 
opens on March 24th at Thruxton, 
Cooper will run the car with 
sponsorship from Mustow Green 
Service Station and 
Steel, 


Squires 


Briefly... 


@ Rumour has it that there will 
be a British Leyland engine seen 
in the new 2-litre F3 very shortly. 
‘The engine being worked on is 
the 1998 ce Dolomite Sprint 
engine. Neil Brown, the man who 
produced some very rapid twin- 
cams last year is one of those 
working on the BL engine and it 
will probably be evaluated in 
Bob Arnott’s Modus, 


© Testing of the F5000 Eagle at 
Riverside continues to go. well 
Recently Brett Lunger shattered 
the lap record with a best lap 
of 1 m 14.65 s. Dan Gurney has 
been in touch with John Webb 
about the possibilities of running 
few of the Rothmans champion: 
ship rounds with the car but 60 
far there has been no confirmation 
that it will be coming. 


© Ladybird clubmen's sports car 
driver Derek Walker Is switching 
to special saloon car racing, He 
has installed his [litre Holbay 
clubmen’s engine in to the rear 
of a Flat 850 and plans to attack 
the litre class of special saloon 
events with it. His first race with 
the car is expected to be at 
Oulton Park on March 30. 


© Race Engine Services (Bedford) 
Ltd have recently undergone a 

nagerial change. Roger Short 
has replaced Mr B. J. Stevens ai 
a director and the running of the 
‘machine shop has now passed to 
Derek Chinn. Roger Short will 
be responsible for sales. 

‘Other than DFV rebuilding 
RES are preparing two cross-over: 
injection F5000 engines for Steve 
Thompson and two 5.0-litre 
American Motors engines for 
David Howes Racing which are 
to be used in the World Cup 
Rally. The cars will be driven 
by Innes Ireland and Andrew 
Hedges. 


© Goodyear have just produced 
a new brochure containing a list 
and. all details of their racing 
tyres available for all types of 
racing, 

‘opies can be obtained from 
the Goody Internations 
Racing Division, — Bushbury, 
Wolverhampton WV10 6DH. 


‘There was a meeting of the 
International Sports Car Manu- 
facturers at Paul Ricard last 
week 10 formulate a request to 
the CSI to prevent them carrying 
through the regulations for the 
introduction of Silhouette Saloons 
in 1976, 

‘At present all the sports car 
manufacturers will be left 
ut any class of racing then. 
Ferrari, Gulf, Alfa Romeo, Matra 
and Lola are the major manu- 
facturers involved in the plea. 


© There will once again be a four- 
Face sports car series in Angola 
this year. The series is scheduled 
for the end of July, beginning of 
‘August period and the circuits 
will be Nova Lisboa, Benguela, 
Luanda and Vila do Conde, 
Further details are available from 
Motor Race Consultants (Tel: 01+ 
930 9546). 
© Reports from America indicate 
thatthe SCCA has received 
requests for copies of the 1975 
CanAm_ regulations from Gulf 
Racing Research and Ken Tyrrell 
© Reports from America suggest 
that the Parnelli Jones Fl. car is 
progressing well, The arrival of 
2 DFV has been noted as well as 
number of fabricated parts. The 
team has also been in touch with 
Tom Wheatcroft about buying his 
transporter. 


© Holts Products are sponsoring 
8 FF Van Diemen in this year 
BOC FF Championship, io be 
driven by 24 year old Midlander 
Peter Hale. 


© Ladbrokes are again offering 
odds on the Race of Champions, 
The state of the betting at the 
beginning of this week was: 5/2 
Emerson’ Fittipaldi; 3/1 Mike 
Hallwood; 7/2) Clay Regazzoni 
5/1 James Hunt and Ronnle Peter: 
son; 10/1 Denny Hulme; 12/1 
Peter Gethin and Carlos ‘Reute- 


© Belgians Alain Peltier, Hughes 
de Fierlandt and Frenchman Jean- 
Louis Lafosse will be competing 
in the ETCC this year with a 
brand new works-supplied BMW. 
The car will be sponsored by 
Gitanes, 


© We apologise to readers for 
the misleading advertisement for 
the Race of Champions in this 
Issue, The new JPS will of 
course not be present 


By Barry Foley 


E HEARD OF BRAVE DRIVERS 
BUT THATS SILLY 
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BRANDS HATCH 


Excellent F1 and 
F5000 line-up for 

Race of Champions 
—supporting attractions 


Europe's first Formula 1 race of the year, the Simoniz sponsored 
Dally Mall Race of Champions takes place at Brands Hatch  ¢hi 
weekend and the Promotors have been well rewarded with a very 
Strong Formula I representation, as customary when It's the same 
year as when the British Grand Prix Is held at the Kent circuit 
In addition (0 the main event, there Is the opening round In whi 

promises to be the best season of Rothmans Formula 5000 racing, # 
Star-studded Sparks Celebrities race and qualifying rounds in the 
Castrol/RAC Group 1 Saloon, John Player Formula Atlantic and BOC 
Formula Ford Champlonships. 


Although the new JPS and 
BRM P201 will now not be mak. 
ing thelr debut at Brands Hatch, 
the teams will still be represent 
with Jacky Ickx driving a 
Lotus 72 and Henei Pe 
BRM P160, There may be 


in which major sports per 
ities compete over 10 laps 
the club eircult, The personal 
tles comprise David" Bedford, 
-y Cooper, Brian Clote, David 
Duckham,. Barry Joba, "David 
Hemery, David Broome,’ Richard 
evision on’ the McLaren cars Meade, Tom Percival, Stuart Hall 
following tests in Spain last Mick McManus, Robin Knox: 
week, but this depends on how Johnson, Ann Moore, Shella van 
the modifications can be © Damm, Alan Lerwill and Meriel 
Ferrari are expected to be Tufnell 
g two new cars while Following its promising start 
Formula 1 cars making thelr race st Sunday, the John Player 


debuts will be James Hunt's International Atlantic Champion. 
Hesketh (which has been achiey- nip should provide close com 
ing some startling lap times). pet racing with the entries 
John Nicholson's Lyncar and being much the same as at Mal- 


except that Swede Bert 
s will drive a new Chevron 
nm Fred. Opert in addition 
the other American Chevron 
vers James King, Chip Mead 
sponsors’ colours for the first and Wink Bancroft, and Tony 
time, Graham Hill's Lola will Brise will be driving last ye 
sport many new modifications, as F3 March with a Holbay Atlant 
will von Opel's Ensign. engine. The other leading entries 
The most competitive Include John Nicholson. 
5000" runn be Crawford, Bev Bond, 
with the Formula 1s, and the Brown, Richard § Matt 
line-up of F5000s is particularly — Spitziey, Tom Walkinshaw, Ray 
Impressive although new engines lock, Ted Wentz and Stephen 
may be in short supply owing to Choularton 
delays in delivery of parts trom Another championship to have 
the States. Among. the leading s second round this weekend 
tries are Brian Redman’s new lowing an impressive start 


Chris Amon's Amon, Jean-Pierre 
Jarier is expected to be having 
hhis first race in one of this 
year’s Shadows and Jochen Mass’ 
Surtees will be run in its 


Lola 332, Tasman champion Mallory is the Cavtrol/RAC Group 
Peter Gethin and last year's Roth. hampionship which should see 
mans champion Teddy Pilette in many of the new cars. better 
new works Chevrons, Vern Schup- ried to wage battle. The 


pan in Sid Taylor's Trojan of | Camaros of Gerry Marshall and 
last year, Ian Ashley in his Shell- Vince Woodman should be in 
Sport Lola (the same one Re — more competitive form to chal- 
used last year), Tom Belso in the ynge the similar cars of Stuart 
same Lola he drove last season aham and Richard Lloyd, with 
but now with sponsorship from Spice who is expected 
Sta-Power, Bob Evans and Guy 
Edwards in the latest Lola TS 
(in. STP and. Embassy colours 
Fespectively), and Steve Tho 
son in his usual Chevron B24, ‘Tom Walkinshaw and Ivan Ds 
Don’t forget that the actual Id provide close compet 
F5000 race, over 32 laps, takes In the 2501 to 4000 cc class. It 
¢ on Saturday afternoon will be Interesting to see how 
‘A major attraction will be an- the smaller capacit 
other of the Sparks Celebrity it overall with the larger cars, 


re and the Capris of 


a 


Fmerson Fittipaldi : Ladbrokes’ favourite 


John Nicholson : race debut for FI Lyncar 


Rikky von Opel: much-modified FL Ensign 
b Evans : new STP F5000 Lola T332 (below). 
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All your weekend sport 


with quick entries including the 
Dolomite Sprints of Andy Rouse, 
Tony Dron, John Handley, and 
Rob Mason, Barrie Williams 
Mazda and, John Lyon's Alfa in 
the 1601 to 2500 cc class and 
McGovern’s| VW Passat, Stan 
Clark's Alfa Junior and the 
Avengers. of Bernard Unett, 
Roger Bell and Simon Kirkby in 
the smallest class, 

‘The Castrol saioon race con. 
cludes “the race programme, 
Which Is opened on Sunday with 
& ound in the BOC FF Cham- 
plonship. There is a typically 
massive entry which will be 


action again at Brands, 


Graham leads Marshall in Camaros, Walkinshaw’s Capri and Lloyd's 
Camaro in the opening Castrol round at Mallory—all will be out in 


sorted out by practice qualifying. 
and some of the leading names 
entered are Bernard Vermilio, Syd 
Fox, Rob Wicken, Mike Young. 
Tiff’ Needell, John Crowe, Roy 
Klomfass, Richard Hawkins, John 
Murphy, Matthew Argent, 
Graham’ Cuthbert, Richard M 
gan, Shephen South, Patrick Neve 
and Geoff Tul 

Brands Hatch has undergone 
major improvements during the 
winter to the benefit of competi 
tors and spectators, and with top. 
class entries in all of the races, 
it all adds up to being a really 
superb international meeting 


March 15—Friday 
09.00—10.15, 


practice 


March 16—Saturday 


(32 laps) 
1530—16.10 BOC 
(odd numbers) 
16.30—17.15 
(even numbers) 
March 17—Sunday 


RACE OF CHAMPIONS 
TIMETABLE AND CHARGES 


John Player Atiant 
11.06—13.00 Simoniz-Dally Mail Form 
1430—16.30 Rothmans 5000 practice 


09:00—-09.15  Rothmans 5000 practice (un- 


Anniversary Group 1 


timed) 
09.30—11.30 Simoniz-Daily Mail 
1 practice 
12,.00—13.00 Castrol 
practice 
1400 ROTHMANS 5000 


PEAN CHAMPIONSHIP RACE 
Formula Ford practice 


BOC ‘Formula Ford practice 


08.45—10.15  Simoniz-Daily Mail Formula Adults: €2,30 on day; 
1 practice (untimed) €1.80 in advance; 
10.30—11.00 Evening News Sports Cham- Children : 50p; 
pions practice Paddock : £2.00 
12.00 BoC "FORMULA FORD ext 
CHAMPIONSHIP RACE (10 Covered Stands 
sald out; 
12.40 NEWS _CHAM- Open Seats: (on day 
PIONS SHELLSPORT only) €1.50 ex! 
MEXICO RACE (10 laps) 
1315 JOHN PLAYER ATLANTIC 
INTERNATIONAL RACE (25 
laps) 
1430 SIMONIZ-DAILY MAIL RACE 
OF CHAMPIONS Fi and 
F5000 (40 laps) 
16.00 CASTROL ANNIVERSARY 
TOURING CAR RACE (20 
laps) 


practice Adults 
iat Children 
Paddock = 50p extra: 
Stands Free. 


Adults : £1.00; 
Children : 30p; 
Paddock : €1:00 
Stands Free. 


Formula 


EURO: 
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Silverstone 


Also ‘on Sunday, Silverstone’s 
Championship season gets under 
way with a very well-supported 
BRDC meeting which comprises 
eight races including rounds in 
the Lombard North Central F3, 


Triplex. production saloon, Tei 
centrol ‘Car Group. clubmen's 
sports, Jaybrand formule libre 


and national Formula Vee 
championships and races for mod 
Sports and Formula Ford. 

There should be a struggle for 
power in the Jaybrand libre race 
with Kaye Griffiths’ CanAm 
McLaren MBE facing the F5000 
cars of Nick Wattiez (Lola T330), 
Nick Overall (Surtees TSSB), 
Colin Andrews (Surtees TS11) and 
Bobbie Bell (Trojan T101) with 
Kim Mather fielding his FI BRM 

3 and Tony Charnell his ex. 
2 Brabham BT38, 
‘The Tricentral clubmen’s race 
is packed full, with leading names 
including Richard Mallock, Frank 
Sytner, Richard Cresswell, Mike 
Sales, Steve Russell, Vernon 
Davies, Peter Evans, Martin 
White, Creighton Brown, Sid 
Marler and Richard Groombridge. 

Brian Henton’s. works March 
wil be hoping to repeat its F3 
win at Oulton, but at Silverstone 


on Sunday 


faces opposition from Robert 
Arnott's Modus, the new works 
GRDs of Alex Ribeiro and 
Marcos Moraes, Barrie Maskell’s 
latest Dastle and Jose Espirito 
Santo’s March. Leading the FF 
contingent for the non-cham- 
pionship race are David Heale 


and Doug Bassett while the first 
FVee championship round in: 
cludes many of the familiar names 
from last season such as Peter 
Wimhurst, Gordon Rae and Mal 
cokm Horwood, 

The modifield sports car race 
includes an exciting collection of 
machinery, such as Giovanni de 
Stefano's Porsche Carrera RSR, 
John Pearson's Lotus Elan, John 
Evans’ Elan, Maurice Gates’ 
Tuscan and Bryan Litherland's 
E-type. The saloon car entertain. 
ment is provided in the form of 
2 Triplex production saloon race 
featuring the Camaros of Ridgard, 
Stovin-Bradford, Stubbs and West, 
Dooley’s Alfetta, Saunders’ Dolo: 
mite Sprint, Nick Weir in Barrie 
Williams’ GN. Firenza and the 
regular Avenger contenders Min 
shaw, Syderham and Slade. 

Following practice which starts 
shortly before noon, the first race 
is at 245 pm. 


GORDON MURRAY : 
Brabham’s chief designer 


By DOUG NYE 


Just a year ago, the Race of Champions saw a triple debut. It saw the first appearance of = 
brand-new Formula 1 car, driven by a brand-new works driver, and designed by a brand-new 
Chief Designer. The car was the angular Brabham BT42, the driver was Joha Watson and the 


designer was Gordon Murray. 
Te wasn’ 


fan auspicious debut for the trio. The car's throttle jammed early in the race and 
punched Watson almost head-on into the unyielding Armco and earth bank bat 


jer at Stirling's 


Bend. The Ulsterman was lifted clear with bad leg injuries, but the mere fact that he survived 


said something for the new car's resilience. 


—. 


Gordon Murray 
BT42 and BT44, 


designer of the Brabham 


‘As with all first-time failures, some pundits 
were immediately inclined not only to write 
off the prototype car, but also Murray's ability 

a designer. This was the first Formula 1 
car he had designed from scratch, and such 
fa disastrous debut must have been a savage 
Personal blow. 

Bernie Ecclestone’s men at Motor Racing 
Developments quickly put this initial set-back 
behind them, and they rapidly built-up two 
brand-new BT42s in time for the Spanish 
Grand Prix which opened the European World 
Championship season in Barcelona at the end 
of April 

One car was tested briefly at Goodwood be. 
fore departure, but the other turned a wh 
for the first time on Spanish soll during prac 
tice. Carlos Reutemann and Wilson Fittipaldi 
quickly settled into these new cars despite 
the tyre and brake problems which afflicted 
every team at Montjuich, and in the race 
Carlos went well, after spending most of the 
early laps purely’ acclimatising himself to the 
unfamiliar car. 

‘As the race leaders began to run into 
trouble, so Reutemann got into his stride in 
the Brabham. When ‘Emerson Fittipaldi’s 
leading Lotus 72 lost speed with a deflating 
rear tyre, the combination catching him was 
Reutemann and the Murray BT42. Then a 
nut came loose on a constant-velocity drive: 
shaft joint, the grease ran out and with it 
went the white Brabham’s chance of victory 

From that point on, the new Murray: 
designed cars were treated with growing res. 
Pect by the competition, but luck was seldom 
with them despite an obvious and growing 
potential. The first three Formula 1 races of 
this season proved that all the promise in the 
‘world is still there, but the old Brabham luck 
hasn't changed. When you hear designers 
of Grand Prix-winning machinery saying they 
have to “keep up the pressure because you 
know people like Gordon Murray are work- 
ing all hours over at Brabham's OF 
ee Murray's got his head screwed. on 
right, he’s an intuitive engineer,” it’s obvious 


10 


that he has also made his mark; the youngest 
works team chief designer in the business 

Tan Gordon Murray comes from Durban, 

the last English part of South Africa 
“and is a lanky, soft-spoken and quiet 
mannered 27-year-old. He has a firm ground: 
Ing in motoring and engineering. Father was 
motor mechanic and a racing enthusiast, 
and Gordon studied engineering at Natal Tech 
nical College before beginning work as a 
design draughtsman. 

“That established an Income — the next move 
was to spend it: “I'd only just started work 
when I began designing my first car in my 
spare time. It was a kind of U24ype Club 
men’s car, ‘cept in South Africa it was called 
a sports car. I spent two years building It 
and two years racing it, and won a couple 
of minor events. I called it the "IGM from 
my initials , . .” he pauses and smiles faintly, 
then mutters very original, 

“"Did the engine for that car as well, It 
was a funny kind of thing, a mixture of an 
Anglia block and Peugeot pistons and in'ards. 
ie went fairly well, but then I got to the end 


of where you can get to at that kind of level 
in South Africa, and about four or five years 
ago I decided I wanted to get into car design 
fulltime I'd been writing to Lotus actually, 
‘on the production side, but just as I arrive 
here in England they went through a pretty 
bad patch and I was virtually stranded. Then 
Ron Tauranac offered me a job in the draw- 
ing office here, and I jumped at it ; 

We were talking in the drawing office at 
MRD, a simple, bare pre-fab, tucked behind 
the company's utilitarian admin block. To: 
gether with a large but unprepossessing 
works, the buildings line one side of 
a muddy, pot-holed yard beside the 
Wey Navigation at New Haw. The sign on the 
drawing office door says simply * Do Not Dis- 
turb.’ In MRD's heyday there were six 
draughtsmen working here; now — with pro. 
duction programmes shelved in favour of 
Formula 1 —Gordon is alone, 

He started work at MRD in the last sea: 
son of Jack Brabham's illustrious career 
Under Ron Tauranac’s direction he admits he 
learned a lot; “Ron didn't spend much time 
in the drawing office, although he always 
knew just what he wanted overall before he 
threw something at you, and then left you to 
draw and detail the thing. If he didn't want 
something done in a particular way, he'd 
usually explain why not and we'd juggle it 
around and sort it out. 1 always got on 
with him pretty well, and from my Clubmen's 
car background I was obviously learning a 
ot. 

Gordon's first Formula 1 contacts came at 
that time, when he developed the 1970 BT3: 
design in preparation for '71, and worked with 
Ray Jessop onthe famous “lobster claw" 
BT34 car for Graham Hill T did a lot 
f the suspension, some of the chassis, stuff 


The BT44 is generally a much neater car in detail.” says designer Murray. 
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Uke that,” and then came other jobs 

“In those days MRD didn't separate pro- 
duction design from Formula 1 design, and 
Wwe all pitched in on virtually everything. T 
did ‘the revision to inboard brakes on the 
BT3Ss and 36s, and then Ron came in one 
day and gave me an Indy car to design, and 
left me with it for two or three months. 1 
don’t know if he had a customer lined-up, but 
it was all fairly complete and ready to be 
built when the deal fell through. It was 
never made... .” 

‘A reticent, quiet man, Murray was happy 
to leave the description of his still-born Indy 
carat that. 1-asked him what it was going 
to be like: “Oh, well, funnily enough it was 
going to be a kind of Eagle layout with the 
Tadiators just behind the front wheels.” I 
Would have thought that pre-dating the layout 
Which shattered USAC ‘oval track records 
throughout America would have been worth 
mentioning ! 

‘When Bernie Ecclestone took over MRD 
from Ron Tauranac, the veteran designer 
found himself unable to stay on at New Haw 
land went freelance, Ecclestone brought back 
former MRD man Ralph Bellamy from Mc 
Laren, and he took over Formula 1 responsi 
bilities for the new team 

"T revised the BT34 before Ralph started, 
and did front suspension work on Geoff Ferris’ 
BT38, and then Ralph arrived and finished off 
the BT34 revision which gave us the front. 
radiator 37, without the ‘lobster claw’ lay 
Out, We had to use 34 bag tanks which 
dictated the chassis shape, and there wasn’t 
much new about It apart from the rear up: 
Fights. During '72 the car was never properly 
developed, although {s was sorted-out OK 
but we were last In the Constructors’ Cham: 
plonship which was very bad for Brabham— 
Quite a dive from'Jack’s days. ... Mind you, 
the 37 wasn't as bad as it was sometime 
painted. It was fairly light and had no special 
Vices, it was fairly well sorted when we fin 
shed with it last season; but it was just 
nothing special, that's all 2 

While working on this curious mixture of 
production and Formula 1 projects, Gordon's 
moonlight hours were fully occupied with 
more designing. “1 had an old Lotus Elan 
Which cost too much to keep running, so 1 
Sketched out a little road car, using a tube 
frame, Mini mechanicals and a simple alloy 
body." I eventually built four of them for 
friends as a. weekend job, We've still got 
ours, it’s done. 25,000 miles, What did we 
call them 2...” he smiles a sheepish smile, 
"Oh, er, the MinBug, 

Then along came Alain de Cadenet, who 
wanted a Le Mans car built as a private entry 
with Duckhams' Oil backing. "" Apart from the 
"IGM, the road car and that Indy project, 
this was the first car I'd designed from 
scratch. ‘The only thing not brand-new was 
Brabham uprights, and I'd regularly get home 
‘and work to three or four o'clock in the 
‘morning to finish the thing in time. Consider- 
ing what a shoe-string deal that was we were 
really lucky with the way it ran.” 

In the autumn, Ralph Bellamy left for the 
bright lights of Hethel Aerodrome and Team 
Lotus, and Bernie presented Gordon with a 
clean’ sheet of paper and a request for a 
brand-new Formula 1 car. Nothing current 
was to be used which could possibly limit 
the project —he was willing to spend a lot 
of money to produce a car which could win. 

Murray: “I'd been thinking of a replace 
ment for the 37 for some time. I figured that 
we'd have to make a small hole in the air 
to gain on top speed, and then there was 
the shape to think of, 

“There are very few areas which you can 
improve on nowadays, not like years ago, 
‘and you're really scratching to develop things 
Which produce dividends. So these days you've 
got to think about absolute basics. 

“Comering is one basic. In high-speed 
comers, aerodynamics have a vital effect on 
comering power, and in low-speed corners 
it’s things like centre of gravity which count. 
So I went for the triangular chassis section, 
which keeps the fuel load low —the C of G 
Of the fuel and of the car coincide — pre 
cisely—and all the air that reaches the 
chassis is kept on top of it, and not under. 
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The 


neath. The shape is easy to produce in 
Simple panels, a triangle is very rigid and 
Strong in itself, and everything just fits in 
well with this ‘shape, the sides of the tub 
even have the same slope as the cam covers 
Of the engine, That puts it in line with the 
mounting faces of the DFV so that the load 
path is a dead straight line right down the 
Chassis. I's just neat 

‘Then I wanted a short wheelbase, and a 
simple fuel system, with just three tanks, one 
each side of the tub and one behind the seat 
That tank's almost one-third of the whole 
capacity, so it pushes the driver qi 
forward which reminds me of 
think are two real Old Wives’ tales. 

‘One is that short-wheelbase cars are nat 
urally unstable —that’s been blown to the 
weeds now—and the other is that a far 
forward driver can't feel the back of the car. 
Well with a well-balanced modern car the 
front and rear slip angles must be somewhere 
near in unison and the whole thing will be 
Sliding bodily. If the guy's ahead of the axle 
then exactly where be Is shouldn't) make 
much odds to him. Any driver who has driven 
our cars, of an M23, or one of the new Fer 
aris will, I think, say that the far forward 
Seating position 1s actually better, because you 
fan place the front wheels betier. It's diffi- 
cult ‘to arrange that position in a short- 
Wheelbase car, with steering arrangements 
and so on, but it works all right. 

Then there was the radiator question. 
On the BT34 Ron had taken a normal front 
radiator —which is obviously fairly far out 
to get hot air away out the sides and the 
top. divided it, and moved it back a little. 
If you look at the 42 or the 44, our radiators 
are over a foot behind that position, hard 
‘against the front wheels. 

“People talk about weight distribution, and 

mid-radiators, we gotta have ‘mid- 
fs, "gotta keep the weight in the 
middle of the car ‘low polar moments" and 
ail that kind of ‘thing. In fact, 1 think the 
Percentage difference made by ‘taking radia. 
tors from just ahead of the front wheels to 
3-4ft behind them is minimal. You haven't 
got good airflow back there in any case, 50 
the ‘radiators immediately have to go up 
50-60 per cent in area 

So, if you're going for a narrow-tracked 
car you're obviously going to go for a wide 
nose, and if you're going for a wide nose then 
there's no disadvantage to keeping the radia 
tors in the nose, apart from their weight. So, 
if you can keep them within Gin of so. of 
the front of the chassis, weight's little dis 
advantage because they'll be 50 per cent 
Smaller than mid-radiators and you can make 
them any shape you like 

“"That was the basic thinking behind the 
42, but overall I just wanted to keep the 
whole thing simple. Its little use having fancy 
Getail ideas which you think are gonna give 


‘unusual triangular monocoque of the Brabham BT44, 


you a 20th of @ second, but don't really — 
the calendar’s so full and the racing's so 
competitive you don't get time to iron out 
the bugs in that kind of thing. You've got to 
have things which work and which don't 
give trouble, and the field is narrowed by the 
Ears themselves belng so complex. today. 
You wouldn't believe how difficult it is to 
develop a trouble-free fuel system, or oll or 
cooling system, Once you've found a scheme 
which works you don't want to mess It 
about 

“Generally speaking, the 42 worked out, 
although luck was seldom with us. Although 
it was about 10 per cent smaller than some 
cars on frontal area it wasn’t the quickest 
‘along the straight, which I had hoped it to 
be. There was one area which had to be 
improved for this year, and then there were 
shortcomings in suspension geometry and 
stiffness which I have tried to correct In 
the new BT44 

‘John Watson’s Brands Hatch crash was a 
bitter blow to the team which worked so hard 
to produce their frst all-new Grand Prix car. 
Gordon comments : "John's shunt was a dead 
stop from about 90 mph, at about a 45-degree 
angle. He went into Armco mounted directly 
on the earth bank which didn't absorb much 
ft all. We've got photos which show the car 
hardly bounced back, all the car's energy was 
dissipated in a split second, the forces i 
Volved were tremendous. In fact the tub wi 
shortened by 22in. One tank area wi 
Crushed back 10in, but the crush structures 
really worked well, the bag tanks weren't 
nipped and there was no fuel leak. John's 
Bottom belt mounts shifted about an eighth of 
fan inch, but the top mounts didn't move at 
all, 'd put in a 360-degree fabricated steel 
hoop in the front of the frame, a really sub- 
stantial beam about 4 in deep, ‘and that took 
@ lot of the impact and stood up well 

Unfortunately, we tested it again at 

Silverstone, where Andrea (de Adamich) 
thought he could get through the big pile-up. 
He hit the gearbox of Beltoise's BRM — which 
was almost stopped—at about 130 mph and 
moved it on another hundred feet into the 
‘Armco, While John’s shunt had spread damage 
‘back through the chassis, Andrea's absorbed 
more in the foot-well area because it had 38- 
gallons of fuel on board. That held the tanks 
Figid—in fact it went hydraulic under the 
impact and ballooned the whole tub in the 
tank area. Again there was no fuel leak at 
all 

These two write-offs added to Andrea's 
Spanish GP destruction of the Ceramica Pag- 
nossin-backed third team car—an old BT37 
“made it an expensive season for Ecclestone, 
With little outside backing apart from some 
‘Argentine money in Reutemann’s car. Even s0, 
MRD built no less than six BT42s in the 
year, digging vigorously into Bernie's deep 
pockets. 


" 


* 


” RACE OF CHAMPIONS: 


Join the top Formula | stars in Europe's hampion, Brian Redman, Teddy Pilette, Cass 
preview of the 1974 World Championship. — McRae, and Shellsport Luxembourgs Lella 
It's the 40-lap Simoniz- Daily Mail Race of Lombardi, fastest woman driverin the world. The 
Champions at Brands on March 17th. See the big’ Fastest will compete in the Simoniz- Daily Mail 
names in action ; Emerson Fittipaldi, Denny Race of Champions on Sunday. Can Peter Gethin 


Hulme. Ronnie Peterson, Graham Hill, Jack: do it again? 

Ickx, Peter Revson, Clay Reggazzoni, James 

Hunt, Carlos Reuteman, Mike Hailwood, Chris 17th will be the Castrol Anniversary Touring Car, 

Amon, Nicki Lauda and Carlos Pace Jobn Player Atlantic International and the 

Five New Cars: The new JohrPlayer Special, _British Oxygen Golden Helmet Formula Ford 

John Nicholson's Lyncar, the Amon, the new Championship events. 

Hesketh and Graham Hill's Embassy Lola should Not forgetting the Evening News Sports 

all be on the grid in a total field of 18 Formula! Champions ShellSPORT Celebrity race., in ai 

cars also including two Ferraris, three McLarens, Sparks the Sportsmans Charity f 

two Brabhams, two Shadows and a single Henry Cooper. Mick McManus, Ant Moc 

Surtees, BRM and Ensign Cars. Brian Close, David Hemery, Barry John, Ala 
First round of Rothmans Formula 5000 —_Lerwill, Tom Percival, Meriéi Tufnell, Jimmys! 

will be on Saturday. March 16th. Among the Greaves, Sheila Van Damm and Robin 

drivers are stars like Peter Gethin, new Tasman Knox-Johnson. 


Brands Hatch 
16/17th March 


Rif riday : Practice from 9.00 a.m. Organised by the BRSCC 
BSaturday Start 1.45 p.m. Practice from9.00a.m. Price: Enclosures £2.30 adults, 50p Child, 
nday Start 12.00 p.m. Practice from9.00a.m. Qpenseats £1.50 and Paddock £2.00 exted. 


* ok, * 
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“Bernie isn't really given enough credit 
for what he does here. He is keen on only 
fone thing with Brabham, and that's doing well 
in Formula 1. He puts so much effort and 
trouble into achieving that aim it's just in- 
credible to me. We aren't told to hold back 

there's never any expense spared 
rs, they always have the best of 


everything, 

“This year we've stopped production 
which I think is a good thing—and we're 
down to a strict two-car team, which is an- 
‘other good thing. With the Pagnossin car last 
year we were working on three cars, although 
the original intention was for it to be a 
Separate entity, and that’s bad news. We've 
got avery neat operation here now, with 

wut 22 people, including our own machinists 
fand glassfibre man, We do our own engines in 
the old Seeley shop over at Erith, and apart 
from the lack of major sponsorship — we've 
nothing on Carlos’ car now —we're in good 
shape. 

‘After the brief elation and final disappoint. 
ment of Barcelona, Brabham’s results showed 
Reutemann taking two thirds (at Ricard and 
at Watkins Glen), two fourths (Sweden and 
Austria), and two sixths (at Silverstone 
‘and Monza), Wilson Fittipaldi was fifth at the 
Nurburgring to add to his sixth in the 
Argentine at the beginning of the season, and 
De Adamich was fourth in Belgium and just 
missed the points with seventh place at 
Monaco in the remaining BTS7. Brabham cars 
made 42 starts in the 15 GPs of the season, 
fand scored nine times—just over 21 per cent 
return, MRD were fourth in the Constructors’ 
‘Championship. 

Gordon rates Carlos’ unlucky Belgian GP 
as his best race of the season, better per- 
haps than Barcelona: "In Spain, Carlos pro- 
fited from other peoples’ misfortune, but at 
Zolder he was running third and catching 
Peterson when the engine blew. We'd found 
‘an oll leak which we couldn't seal before the 
Start, but the way he was going Carlos had 

ter chance of winning that race than at 
yreelona. In Belgium he really raced for his 
place. 

“At Monaco we had a total disaster with 
practice problems putting Carlos right down 
the grid behind Wilson. While he tried to get 
under a lot of people to make up ground — 
there were tyre marks all over the nose and 
the wing was flattened, Wilson got all fired-up 
‘and was third ahead of all kinds of people 
When the fuel collector tank split. Carlos 
eventually settled down for a steady run 
When second gear literally split. and then 
Andrea ironically came seventh in the old 37 
the only Brabham running right! 

“In Sweden Carlos scored his first cham 
plonship point, but his tyres just didn’t grip 
find the car looked like it was on ice, while 
Wilson shunted on the first lap. Anderstorp 
is a real compromise circuit to set-up for, 
you just have to choose which comers you 
Want to take really quickly and set-up for 
them. ‘It’s the same at Ricard, where you 
trim off wing for the straight but need it back 
again for the corners. We had too little 
Wing in the race and Carlos eventually spun, 
through no fault of his own, and he was 
third instead of second at the finish. Wilson 
had a good run there, I think he physically 
passed 13 or 14 people before a CV joint 
Seized, when its boot split 

“At Silverstone, and later in Austria and 
‘at Monza, Carlos’ engine was down on revs, 
fand at the ‘Ring both Carlos and Wilson were 
well up when Lauda shunted in front of them 
and Carlos’ car picked up debris in his right 
Tear tyre. He felt the handling going off, but 
couldn't see the tyre deforming in his mir- 
Tor, so kept going. Everybody was queueing 
Up behind him on the straight, but eventually 
his motor blew — broke a con-rod—and put 
him out. Actually it might have bees a good 
thing it did blow, ‘cos he could have had a 
big accident, Wilson diced with his brother 
for a change and was fifth, and Rolf Stom- 
melen drove a new Pagnossin car. 

“Actually, Rolf really, went at Monza 
—faster than Carlos in practice — but he lost 
time on the first race lap when he had to 
stop to replace a plug lead. After that he was 
really quick, passing all kinds of people. but of 
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The neat rear suspension pick-ups in special 
castings attached to engine heads—lower ball 
joint fits in special sandwich plate between 
kearbox and engine. 


course he was well back in the field. 1 still 
can't understand why he didn't get a good 

“Canada had to be the worst race of the 
year. Carlos went off the road twice in. prac 
tice, both times on the straight, just trying to 
Bet’ the power down in the wet. On Tr 
morning 11 cars went out and only four came 
back undamaged! Carlos came down the pit 
road with the nose all skewed and the wing 
tattered. He rarely makes mistakes and really 
didn’t like bending the car. We'd rather 
forget all that. . 

‘Then came Watkins Glen, a race which has 
crucial be prospects. for 
this season. ins why: 
"Carlos was on pole until the last 10m when 
Ronnie did his usual trick and took the place 

is the fastest bloke around. But 
Carlos was still on the front row, and that 
race really changed him enormously. 1 think 
he under-rated himself before that, and he 
Suddenly realised that he could be quicker 
than Emerson and Denny and these people, 
‘and this gave him enormous new-found con: 
fidence. I don’t think he under-rates himself 
any more... .” 

Tin the race, the BT42 lost out on top speed 
the Hesketh March, and James Hunt took 

straight and set-off 

. the Brab- 

ham driver found Hunt in his sights once 

more and began to reel him in, only to come 

Upon two backmarkers who cost him 9s in 

two laps, and forced him to settle for third 
place. 

For this season, Gordon began work on 
the BT44 at about that time, and the prot 
type appeared just prior to the Argentine GP 
in January, being shipped to Buenos Air 
without turning a wheel in England. 

T tried to keep the good points of the 42 
in the new car. We had the choice of either 


tage and so that's buil 
base is 1 in longer, and I've changed my ideas 
a little om body shape, although the overall 
shape is the same. The 44 is generally a 
much neater car in detail, it’s simple and 
there's not a great deal of fabricated work, the 
kind of stuff which gives trouble. On the 44 
we have two complete steel bulkheads, right 
at the front, around the driver's legs, and 
another at the rear. In the 42 we had’ steel 
frames at front and back, and just a bottom 
beam by the legs. Now we have moved the 
wishbone pick-ups forward on the 44, and 
it meds the steel at the front whereas the 
42 didn’t. Front track is a little narrower, and 
rear track a little wider, and the body shape 
has been altered to make the rear wing work 


better. With the mew 100 centimetres from 
rear wheel centres to wing trailing edge rule 
We've had to bring the wing forward by 
about Sin, and that limits the leverage you 
can get. 

‘The BT44 performances at Buenos Aires, 
Interlagos and Brasilia are too recent to war- 
rant repetition, but Reutemann’s last lap dis- 
Appearance when leading his home Grand 

ix demands explanation: “Well, first of 
all the alrbox ripped away around its retain 
ing bolts which lost about 200 rpm on the 
straight, but we had so much in hand it 
should have been safe. Five laps from the 
fend a plug lead came loose, so the engine 
‘Started ‘missing, and then it stopped on the 
last lap. The symptoms suggested that the 
engine had swallowed a stone or something 
‘and had done in a valve, but in fact" — sigh 

it'd run out of fuel. We'd had a 
panic on race morning with a wheel seized 
on, and 
in ‘the tanks, 
happen again.” 

Carlos Reutemann’s 


new-found self 
confidence, the obvious potential displayed by 


the new car ("straight out of the box") ‘and 
the commonsense unheroic approach of new 


number two driver, Richard Robarts, aupurs” 


well for Brabham ihis year, Gordon Is well- 
established as a “name” in the rarefied heights 
of GP design, and he regards the current 
scene typically analytically = 

“The pace of modern racing Is what limits 
design today, though I think generally it's in 
43 fairly good state. The days of having a new 
car with lots of fancy things on it which 
might or might not work are long gone. 
Sponsors want results, and with races every 
two weeks you can't spend time trouble- 
shooting on fancy ideas, Even if you haven't 
got a major sponsor, the same thing applies 
“it you want to 4 well, you've got to be 
‘essentially practical. 

“Every designer would like more freedom 
—the more that's dictated to you the less 
you can do. Tyres are the limiting factor more 
than the regs, and worse than that, they 
change dimension so often you have to com- 
promise in what you do. Safety regs, of 
Course, restrict’ what you can do onthe 
Chassis, but 1 feel that these ideas applied at 
the design stage are very, very good. I cer- 
tainly don't think that shorter races, with 
smaller and smaller fuel tanks are the way 
to go. 1 think the way now is to sort out the 
circuits, After John’s accident I think catch 
Tences must be good news where Armco is 
badly. sited. It's just basic engineering —1 
can't understand people not appreciating that 
the time you take to slow the car, the time 
you take to dissipate its energy, this is what 
Saves lives and serious injuries, 

“Y'm not too interested in anything other 
than Formula 1 at the moment. That's where 
the competition is, you've got to work to keep 
up with It. I don't mind the pressure, but T 
sometimes think I'd like to see the sheer 
competition ease off a bit... .” 

Talking to this carefully understated engin- 
eer down at New Haw reminds me very much 
of talking to Ron Tauranac in the same build 
ings four years ago, Both seem severely prac. 
tical in outlook, and simplicity is certainly an 
old-established “Brabham principle, It took 
Ron's Fl designs two full years to notch their 
first championship Grand Prix win, so” his 
youthful successor has time in hand at the 
moment. If he goes on to have similar suc: 
ess nobody should be surprised; there's a 
good man in the cockpit, and the cars are 
Beautifully made. 


The divided radiators on Reutemann's car. 
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F1 technical trends 


discussed by Pete Lyons 


The flattening curve 

Anyone holding that techn'cal advancement 
Is the true motor racing religion and the 
Grand Prix designer is its prophet must feel 
@ small twinge of doubt when he first sees 
the latest Formula One car from Lotus 


quantity of F1 racing in the modern era 
There were 18 races last year and there may 
be 19 this year, counting non-championship 
dates. This leaves precious little time outside 
the routine of pre-race preparation for any- 
ome to manage any development. Clasically. 


The Ferrari showed stability and general good behaviour compared with other teams in South 


America 


a well 


Not that the new JPS/9 isn’t 
considered “package” 
that it won'e nd perhaps even 

id to ‘admirable score of six  Con- 
uctors' Championships in the past 10 years 
But In those years the introduction of a new 
GP Lotus was generally an advent. of bril 
Hance—the 25, the 49, the 72. This one, being 
essentially a revision of its 4-year-old pre- 
decessor, falls short of striking the same awe 
Into the hearr of the beholder. 

After all—and after being available on 
road cars like Renaults and. Volkswagens— 
the electrically disengaged clutch is hardly 
@ new scheme, and Chaparral drivers were 
exploiting 2-pedal control in 1963, As. for 
bieplane aerofoils, the original type 72 had 
4 three-element rear wing, 

No. If the “innovations” which make the 
JPS/9 so “exciting” are the most esoteric 

ties offered the true believer in 
je muss finally accept that he has 
been wrong, that motor racing can get along 
perfectly well without his narrow concept of 
it, and that Grand Prix development after 
clambering up an escarpment is now moving 
happily over a long, gently sloping plateau. 
Whether more rises lie ahead is veiled in 
mists. 

‘As with all phenomena in the real world, 
there are good reasons for the present-day 
flatness in the shape of Formula One. Perhaps 
the biggest reason is the formula Itself: 
there's quite simply more of it every year 
Less and less is a designer allowed to choose 
freely; more and more rules are designing 
more and more of the car for him. In all 
probability (to be cynical for a moment) this 
Is an inexorable process which will carry on 
to completion. That is, at some future time 
the last rule will finally close the last option 
and every car will be alike down to the 
thread sizes and material of the bolts. 

Another main reason is expressed by a 
young designer who has just completed his 
first F1 (the Hesketh). “The effect of sponsor- 
ship on design has been to make i more 
conservative,” says Harvey ‘Postlethwaite 
“With the sort of money they are spending 
for the sorts of reasons they are spending it, 
no one has the patience to devote a year to 
developing a totally new concept. One is 
required to produce something that can be 
competitive straight away. 

Reinforcing these factors is the 


sheer 


4 


It seems to have been the great single events, 
the annual one-offs like Le Mans and Indiana: 
polls, or relatively short seasons of a com- 
paratively few races like the CanAm, which 
have encouraged the mos: technical innova: 


jough it may once have been, Fi is 
no longer very much of a technological fore: 
Ing ground. Not, at least, in major 

detail there is still plenty of work going 
technicians absorbed with tyre development 
are prabably the most active—but these are 
jot areas which can readily be appreciated 
the outside. No one seems to be making 
those great strides in engines, in transmis: 
sions, ‘in suspension concepts, in braking 
systems, in aerodynamics, metallurgy, | oF 
chemistry that, at the back of many minds, 


A schematic diagram of the electro-hydraulic 
clutch fitted to the new JPS. 


are the chief justification for doing motor 
Facing. It's just not the time in history for 
this. apparently. Not in Fl, and by and large 
not in any other form of circuit racing either. 

Could it be that the 3-litre FI car is at the 
end of its development? Is it a a concept 
“mature” like the clar ic form of bicycle? 
Does the JPS/9 represunt the very ultimate 
racing car that can be built to the present 
regulations? Will there never be again those 
giant steps by bgilliant, determined minds 
that made us gasp in wonder and then revise 
our whole conception of what racing cars 
Should be? 


‘automatic™ transmission, which 


would deliver the peak output of the engine 


to the road at all road speeds? 

—Superior metals, which would make criti- 
cal parts of the machine lighter and which in 
the engine might allow much higher revs and 
much greater power? 

—A perfected kind of no-locking braking 

—An “active” suspension system, which 
would eliminate pitch and roll, compensat 
for variations in vehicle weight (whether 
caused by fuel consumption or aerodynamic 
loadings) and thus. perhaps, revolutionise 
both tyre design and car configuration? 

—Advanced driver information and control 
techniques, which might (a) provide him data 
relative to’ the car's performance and his own 
performance as well as “real time" inform: 
tion concerning the race, all to standards 

in to those emjoyed by spacecraft pilot 
and (b) provide him with servo. apparatus 
that would iron out the inevitable  incon- 
Sistencies of his own neuro-muscular appara- 
tus? 

—True advances in safety, which would all 
but guarantee that no one participating could 
be injured or burnt, instead of the frankly 
hopeful half measures accepted today only 
in light of tragic hindsight? 

‘Are we at all likely to see anyone try any 
of this? Or will the commercial interests in 
control of GP racing refuse to finance it, 
and will the regulatory bodies who try to be 
in control refuse to allow it? 

Motor racing’ seems to be advancing on 
‘most fronts ina direction which must ulti- 
mately transform it into a purer species of 
game. The contestants In a football game 
‘operate in a controlled environment—in some 
arenas even the climate is controlled—where 
the apparatus they use, the fleld on which 
they play, and the regulations under which 
they make every move are all_ rigidly pre- 
scribed and closely monitored. The one fret 
dom allowed, and it is this which makes the 
essence of the game, is individual perform 
‘ance both physical and mental, No vagaries 
of an extraneous sort, such as differences in 
the properties of different are allowed 
to intrude. 

‘One may see today in some of the less 
spotlighted corners of motoring sports the 
kind of thing Into which GPs may grow, the 
very carefully prescribed formula for Midget 
cars in America, some of the small “training 
formulae” in Europe, and as most strikit 
example the Speedway motoreycle organi: 
tion popular in Britain—which is in. fact 
conducted along “team” lines much as in 
football. All of these one-design types of 
formula share a real virtue in this show 
business era: they offer really terrific racing. 
‘The kind of competition which is hard to 
predict because it depends directly on the 
day-to-day performances of individual _ath- 
letes, rather, than ‘the necessarily Tony 
success of mechanical experimentatior 

For the moment, at least, Grand Prix racing 
has been taken over by interests concerned 
with attracting the attention of the largest 
numbers of spectators. It is well known that 
what appeals to most people is other people. 
For thay simple reason the mechanical sports, 
given their present direction, must evolve 
toward being a spectacle mainly of individual 

The emphasis on machinery is behind us, 


The high points 


on the curve 

“Right now, there are lots of old wives’ 
tales being exploded. Like the one that says 
a short wheelbase car has to be unstable, and 
the other one that tells you it's no good 


putting the driver well forward in the 
chassis.” 

That's Gordon Murray talking, a quiet, 
personable, modishly turned-out™ (his wife 


‘makes his clothes) young South African whose 
recent Brabham Fi designs prove that his 
mind is bright and has a good grasp of what's 
needed in racing today. The brand new BT44 
was taken into the lead of all three of its 
first races, Carlos Reutemann running ahead 
of the best efforts of everyone driving 
McLaren and Lotus-built cars before prob: 
Jems arose in the reliability department, What 
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this shows is that, despite the grey picture 
painted in the above paragraphs, for those 
Reenly interested in machinery there is still 
hope. 

Despite the ever-narrowing performance 
gaps between different interpretations of the 
modern rules there is still room for innova- 
tion. Despite the almost universal adoption 
of the “kit car” approach to Fl, fresh think. 
ing can still squeeze out improvements. Small 
‘ones, maybe, but real ones. 

‘Murray's ‘main ideas seem to fall in line 
with the recently emphasised importance of 
Straightline speed when dicing with others of 
the closely matched GP cars and drivers of 
today, Get in front on the straights, and they 
can't do anything about you in the corners, 
Thus the changes to last year's BT42 which 
make it into a BT44 are mainly in aid of 
more efficient airflow. The front wheels are 
fone inch closer together, so they can “hide’ 
more effectively bebind the front bodywork. 
Which is built to the ‘maximum width allow 
able by the rules (150 cms). The rear wheels, 
on the other hand, are set wider by three 
Inches, 30 as to remove some of their turbu- 
lance from the rear aerofoil, (The wheelbase 
is one inch longer as well, but this was done 
simply to give the mechanics more finger 
Space around the front of the engine) The 
Aosepiece is longer and tapered more both 
Tengthwise and sideways; the louvres which 
Jet air into the radiators while keeping the 
nose length short last year are replaced by 
simple orifices, and the central nose aerofo 
is replaced by a concave “shovel” treatment 
of the central piece 

Every detall of the Brabham’s body shape 
is planned around considerations of airflow: 
the low body sides whose “triangular” slope 
doflects air “which comes around the front 
wheels upwards toward the rear wing, the 
arrow cockpit sides which offer minimum 
hindrance toward the same end, even the 
forward-leaning alrscoop atop the engine 
which leaves the maximum possible room for 
air to flow naturally together behind it before 
Striking the wing. The wing itself, taken from 
Gurney's USAC’ Eagles, thas a leading edge 
which “reaches up" as high as possible into 
the airstream consistent with the regulations 

‘ust under the front of the monocoque 
itself, a bit behind the front axle line, the 
team’ have teied vertical “scrapers” to. dis. 
courage alr going under the belly of ¢he car 
(another old) Chaparral ideal). These were 
fitted in Argentina, but removed for the 
bumpy surface of Interlagos and not used in 
Brasilia, 

It’s not all aerodynamics at Brabham, as 
another major change which makes the 44 
a new car is a front suspension arrangement 
in which links-and-levers give the option of 
progressive springing, the same idea as fitted 
to the McLaren and Lotus—its two great 
rivals so far this year, Tt was noticeable at 
Interlagos that che Brabham looked as steady 
on the bumps as the best cars. The rear 
Springing is conventional, not even having the 
Multhrate collsprings often fitted to other 
cars; this, says the designer, is a matter of 
present necessity as he doesn't like simple 
{wo-rate ‘springs (wound with smaller gaps 
between coils at one end) and is having 
trouble finding a supplier of coils made with 
tapered wire, which is the proper way to do 
the job. Anyway, he points out, the rubber 
Dump-absorbers on the damper’ shafts (the 

eons") which can be carefully shaped and 
cut to different lengths are a well understood 
element of the springing and do an acces 
able job. 

‘Although the Brabham was a star in all 
three South American races the winning of 
all three was done by McLaren reliability with 
thelr Texaco-Marlboros, Except in Argentina, 
where nothing was able co keep Reutemann 
in sight, the M23 was adequately fast to stay 
‘on the ‘tail of the leader until he dropped 
Back. Interestingly, it is a design which in 
Some respects chooses, compared with the 
Brabham, opposites within the basic para- 
meters of the regulations. It has a very wide 
track, a long wheelbase, a comparatively for- 
Ward’ weight distribution, and an aerodynamic 
System designed to produce downforce effi 
ciently (by use of aerofoils at the front) 
rather than low drag per se. 
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The car seems to be at its best behaviour 
on the higher speed corners, and its adjust. 
Sble aerofoils allow very high speed at the 
end of straights. It is said to brake into a 
turn very well, although the drivers have 
complained about fraction away from 
Tower-gear corners. ‘The progressive rate 


springing gives a noticeably steady ride on 
rough surfaces It's 


sbviously a reasonably 


Harvey Postlethwaite—Hesketh designer 


For this season, Gordon Coppock’s ba 


1973 design is very little altered, although a 
thicker clutch-housing spacer. increased the 
Wheelbase by three inches and the rear track 


Is two inches wider. The wheelbase exten 
sion, done in such a manner, must decrease 
Still’ further the weight carried by the back 
Wheels and thus exaggerate the trac 


culty. After the first race this year, the 
& modification made to raise the rear radius 
farm chassis pickup points; this may Increase 
the anti-aquat percentage and thus force the 
back wheels to carry more load on accelera 


tion. Onlookers trying to peer through the 
natural cbfuscation thrown up by the team 
speculate that this apparently harmful length. 
thing of the wheelbase has more to do with 
Serodynamics than suspension. The latest 
rules of the formula require that nothing 
extend behind the car more than one metre 
after the wheel centres (although there is a 
Curious anamoly which we'll return to below) 
This requires the M23 to carry its rear wing 
some 10 inches further forward than before— 
in relation to the wheels—where it must pick 
lip that much more turbulence from the cock- 
pit/engine-cover bodywork. But, by moving 
the whole wing-wheel package back some of 
this Is mitigated: separating the rear wheels 
Should help as well. The movements are small 
bur in the game of outwitting arbitrary rules 
even small advantages seem to be vital 

The ‘third contending chassis in South 


James Hunt testing the Hesketh at Interlagos. 


America was she JPS. Pending debut of their 
revised version of the four-year-old car, Team 
Lotus made only those changes required by 
altered rules and altered tyres, Like nearly 
everyone, they had to bring the rear wing 
forward (a close look at the elegant gold 
striping on the side plates of one of these 
wings shows where a fabricator made a 
mistake of millimetres and the plate had to 
be shortened an annoying trifle: scrutineers 
can be that picayunel). They also had to find 
Somewhere else to mount the dry sump oil 
tank, because 1974 regulations concerned with 
crash damage forbid its being located behind 
the gearbox. The oll was moved into a new 
tank atop the gearbox where It perhaps has 
‘a negative effect on handling and ‘almost 
Certainly has a negative effect on airflow be- 
neath the wing—the side of the wing on a 
racing car that does most of the work 

Tt_may have been any of these factors or 
8 combination of some which converted a 
Superbly well balanced and well behaved 
chassis Into a barely competitive abomination 
‘on the long. bumpy bends of Interlagos, A 
rather vivid, sad_case of men who frame 
Fegulations distorting the work of men who 
actually create 

While the new JPS/9 is not the break- 
through than one has come to hope for from 
Lotus, by retaining the advanced features of 
the 1970 type 72 lt remains in many respects 
Still the most technically advanced chassis 
{While other designers, whether for reasons of 
conviction or economy, choose not to copy 
some of the 72's details, and while there have 
been occasions and circuits when the 72 was 
outclassed, the time when it has, under diffi 
cult conditions, been clearly the superior 
design are confirmed by its having won two 
Grivers’ championships and three constructors’ 
championships in its four years of life). It is 
interesting tht in. a. period when other 
designers are succeeding in making quick cars 
with rather stubby, narrow-track dimensions 
hiding behind full-width nose fairings, the 
Ralph Bellamy-detailed 9 retains the longer, 
wider, more classical “ spidery” appearance 
Which goes all the way back to the Lotus 18 
Tn some ways the /9 goes even further than 


the 72: the nose has been narrowed to make 
room for more front aerofoll, what nose is 
jeft is no longer a wedge ‘but a distinct 


reverse-curve for more downforce, and antl- 
dive front suspension geometry has been 
Felntroduced “after its early abandonment on 
the 72—one can’t wait to talk about. this 
with the drivers after a fair time for them 
‘0. gain exnerience! The new car very likely 
fetains extreme (close to 70 ner cent) rear. 
ward weight bias despite the enforced location 
Yorward of the oll tank: the more rearward 
position of the water radiators must contribute 
toward this as well as perhaps inducing. less 
drag by using the high-pressure buildup ahead 
the rear tyres 

‘The lower of the twin aerofoils shown on 
introduction appears to be In a position low 
enough to take advantage of a curious pro- 
Vision of the 1974 rules; this seems to allow 
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Congratulations to | 
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‘Every detail of the Brabham’s bodyshape is planned around: considerations of airflow 


‘As for biplan 
new JPS set-up, 


any part of the car below the tops of the 
Wheels to be exempt from the one-metre-rear 
ward limit. As all the history of biplane air 
craft has. shown, a“ staggerwing ” 
configuration is better anyway tin 
America and Australia, certain 5000 and 
USAC cars which never happened to achieve 


notoriety were, from time to time, fitted with 
‘wings mounted low down behind the gear 
box, to make small but probably worthwhile 


use’ of air flowing out from under the car). 
By keeping the best aspects of the proven 
72 while eliminating some of its evolutionary 


Gisadavantages (weight, complexity) the new 
John Player Special should prove to be a 
successful compromise response to the chal: 
lenges posed by the younger generation of 


designers with their own views of Grand 
Prix. priorities. 

The new competitiveness of the Ferraris 
in South America surprised everyone else 
Before Argentina few, if any, lists of potential 
front runners included them, but after Brazil 
when two excellent finishes had Regazzoni 
In the lead of the drivers’ points standings, 
people were reminding themselves that Ferrari 
performance seems to go In cycles of a few 


years and a new peak is due. It was the 
greatly modified and then remodified 312 B3 
chassis (originally built in Britain) that were 


$0 good in these two races—particularly in 
Brazil, where the stability and general good 
behaviour was a revelation to other teams. 
The Ferrari drivers had nothing but smiles 
for the way their cars handled. The new 
alterations to suspension geometry and weight 
distribution seemed to at least have achieved 
that necessary but delicate balance of be- 
havioural qualities. In practice at Interlagos 
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aerofolls, the original type 72 had a three-element rear wing. 


Lyons on the 


Lauda was outstandingly quick through a 
certain very long curve, which suggests n 
mnly chassis stability (which was obvious 
the eye) but a high degree of aerodynamic 
downthrust achieved by newly-smoothed alt 
flow to the wing over the very low engine 
Ie was in the engine itself that the faults 
lay, for the flat-12 simply didn't have the 
power to stay with the better V&s—although 
inthe Buenos Aires hairpins other drivers 
noted the 12s seemed to have exactly the 
right qualities for good low speed accelera. 
tion, Maranello is reportedly about to intr 
duce significantly more power, which could 
be the one thing needed to produce a race 
Indications were less conclusive through the 
rest of the fleld in South America; luck and 
time both will be needed to prove the worth 
of the several interesting ideas tried by other 
designers. The newest UOP Shadow would 
appear to be a significant improvement, for 
Revson was extremely pleased with the car 
and between bouts of trouble was able to do 
some very good times, The DN3 is largely 
Gevelopment of the 1973 car, although it 
possesses an experimental Hewland gearbox 
Which at the moment is unique in Fl: the 
TL200 which has a stronger case than either 
the traditional DG300 or the FG400 (there 
is a modified version of this latter called 
the FGA400, as well) with bigger gears. So 
much heavier are the gears that Revson has 
complained of sluggish shifting, so the makers 
are doing what they can to lighten them 
‘Another new car to show some promise was 
the Matchbox Surtees Fina TS16 with which 
Pace and Mass went quite well in Brazil. It 
follows a trend toward shorter, narrower cars, 


carries more of its fuel weight centrally, and 
partially because of the dictates of making an 
5000 around the same design the water 
radiator is at the front. 


With che very hastily completed new March 
741 Hans Stuck attracted considerable atten 
tion at Interlagos, throwing it around. with 
abandon stemming from obvious confidence. 

Tam lucky." he said, “to have a stable car 
which is easy to drive in which to learn to 
drive FL" The appearance of the car in South 
America deserved some of the rude remarks 
generated (Bernie Ecclestone asked Max 
Mosely if he had a builder's licence for 
but that it was there at all was a tribute to 
the devotion af the faithful March mechanics. 
With a few weeks available to polish up the 

ugh spots the new Robin Herd design 
might well stifle any more rudeness, The 
attention to airflow is interesting, from the 
unique nose which appears to give both high 
downforce and clean penetration to the end- 
plate mounting of the rear wing which elimi 
fates all struts from che middle of the work. 
ng surface 

"That the March got into trouble with the 
scrutineers because of the width of its side- 

jounted radiators demonstrates the one 

jor problem common to all teams: the 
rays constant but this time extreme modifi- 
jons in the tyres given them to use. Just 
as happened last year, at @ very late date a 
rear tyre was settled on, the dimensions of 
which caught at least’ a few teams by 
surprise 

Goodyear's development of “wrinkle wal 
tyres first came to light in the last GP of 
1972, when at Watkins Glen Peterson's March 
appeared with a set of extra-tall rears—and 
suddenly was a factor in the race, These 
26-inch OD tyres became standard at the 
beginning of the next season, and gradually 
Firestone followed sult. For i974 the Good- 
year engineers are supplying another escalla. 
tion of diameter to just under 28 inches. It 
was this that forced the March radiators to 
be angled more outboard, and which caused 
Lotus to go back to an older pattern of rear 
Upright at Interlagos, 

There appear <o be several different but 
loosely related reasons why the taller. tyre 
are better. For one thing, says Colin Chap- 
man, "The larger volume of air Increases the 
tyre’s spring frequency, and the more supple 
sidewall gives the tread more ability to 
conform to camber changes due to accelera- 
tion—as well as braking, as when we fit the 
12-inch diameter front’ wheels. ‘The trouble 
(s, these tyres do grow more with speed.” 

‘Ask Denny Hulme about the tall rears and 
he'll find a scrap of paper and draw you a 
dingram to prove the contact patch is longer, 
0 therefore there is more rubber gripping the 
road, Ed Alexander brings in the American 
rag racing term “wrinkle wall" and says that 
in fact the idea originated on the strips. "The 
tyre has che effect of sort of winding up and 
then releasing, winding up and releasing, you 
end up with more traction.” 

Increased traction 18 the advantage, every- 
one agrees. Robin Herd recounts the effect 
of the introduction of the concept Into F2 
last year." Some cars had such a traction 
problem to begin with that the new tyres 
immediately gave them 1} s a lap. Our car, 
however, had good traction to start with, 
and our gain was only about half a second! 
In this context, there are those who note 
that the bulk of Goodyear testing these days 
Seems to be done by Fittipaldi in the Texaco- 
Marlboro—a car with a traction problem. 

“The variations among different kinds of 
tyres is nowadays 0 great,” says Gordon 
Murray, “that you can go through the entire 
range of suspension adjustment available to 
you just to accommodate changes. The dia 
meters can be different, the construction can 
be different, the sidewalls can flex differently 
—the whole geometry works completely 
differently. I'd say that's the one main prob- 
lem facing a designer today: to accommodate 
changes in tyres. 

So, it is in the realm of tyre design, the 
cone major performance element of the modern 
Grand Prix car which enjoys complete free- 
dom from regulation, that the most progress 
is being made. 
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MALLORY: ATLANTIC 


John Nicholson leads Jim Crawford. James King. Richard Scott and Chip Mead into the Hairpin 


Crawford chases Nicholson 


By IAN TITCHMARSH 


The 
were rewarded with an exciting start 


vasonable number of spectators that braved the 
the John Player International Formul 
Championship in which John Nicholson's Lynear was 


Pictures by PETER BURN 


lements at Mallory Park last Sunday 
Adlantic 


essed throughout the 40 laps by 


Jim Crawford's March 738, the latter's very impressive performance earning him the BP Man of 
the Meeting award. Altogether, however, the main Auantic event was of a much lower key 
compared with the spectacular Formula 2 races of the past few years at this meeting and 
contained considerably less entries, while having cut the Formula 3 race from the programme 
the Formula Ford and Clubmen's sports races provided less than 20 starters between them. 


It would be hard to imagine more unpleasant 
conditions for racing than those which 
greeted competitors as they began to practise 
‘on Sunday morning. Several had taken advan 
tage of unofficial practice on Saturday after: 
noon but then it had been more or less dry 
On Sunday, while the south of England 
Rrappled with snowdrifts, bitterly cold sleet 
and driving rain descended on Leicestershire 
from dawn till noon, turning the paddock into 
@ quagmire and the track into a fair imitation 
of a lake. Everyone gritted their teeth and 
‘got on with it, their lessons of Saturday more 
or less useless and there were surprisingly 
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few incidents. A few spun but only Peter 
Wardle sustained minor damage to his STP 
Surtees TSISA, running a borrowed Eden 
motor. Had he done sufficient laps he might 
have started but instead busied himself with 
sounding out opinion for having the race 
called off. Just as the drivers met, the rain 
Stopped and some intelligent re-arranging of 
the programme by the BARC allowed the 40- 
lap race to take place without a hitch. 

‘On pole position was last year's BP cham- 
pion John Nicholson in the Pinch Plant Lyncar 
with “works” engine, the New Zealanders 
father in attendance to watch his son race 


for the first time in five years. Nicholson's 
time of 1m 5.85, as against the record of 
43.6, was a reflection of the foul condi- 
ions. Second fastest was none other than our 
old friend Matt Spitziey in his faithful old 
March which began life as a 713M but has 
now been carefully updated to an approximate 
74B. On the way the American has acquired 
sponsorship from Rapid Movements Ltd and a 
Hart engine. After recording a good time of 
I'm 68's something failed in the transmission 
and there was no time to investigate and 
repair. And so it was the even more familiar 
face of Cyd Williams who made a welcome 
return to the front row of the grid in Graham 
Eden's Brabham BT40, the chassis modified 
a litte and the engine naturally one of the 
guvnor's. Little Cyd managed I'm 8.0 s, exactly 
1's faster than the two Chevron B27s entered 
by Doug Shierson Racing for American For 
mula B drivers James King and Chip Mead 
The cars were exactly as they left the factory 
(even the aerofoils. were untouched) and 
neither driver had raced in the rain before 
Both performances were, therefore, particu 
larly impressive, Mead only doing three laps 
{in all throughout the session. The team, which 
uses Nicholson engines, will be seen in a 
few more British races before going to the 
States for the American series. 

‘A very welcome appearance was put in by 
Aberdeen's own Richard Scott who got to- 
gether with Jeff Richardson to dust down the 
Patrick Head-designed Scott F2 which made 
its debut at this meeting last year and had 
fone or two other races before the money ran 
out. Scottie was feeling a little rusty but 
was well in contention on the second row 
with & time of 1m 965. On the inside of 
the third row was Jim Crawford who had 
never seen Mallory Park as a driver before 
Saturday. Over the winter he had built up 
Steve Choularton's spares into a second 
March 73B to make up a team with his bos 
the team using Hart power for both cars. 
Crawford's time was 1'm 10.08, 1.45 better 
than Jas Patterson having another season with 
his rebuilt ex-Bill Gubelmann March 722 now 
supported by Renoir International Racing In- 
Stead of Texaco but still powered by Hart 
Ray Mallock had the only Chequered Flag Ei 
sign in existence at present, the Pete Bloore 
built car being based on the Dave Baldwin 
chassis run for Brian Henton at the end of 
last year with suspension alterations, As with 
his March last year Matlock went to John 
Dunn of Swindon Racing Engines for his 
BDA but felt that the car was still In need of 
some testing, His time was 0.2% slower than 
Patterson's. 

Filling in time with a few Atlantic races 
before taking up the CanAm trail again is 
Tony Dean's former F5000 team-mate Bobby 
Brown with a March 74B entered by B and 
B Racing Enterprises of Derby and powered 
by an Alan Smith BDA. Despite a time of 
I'm 12.8% and a place halfway up the grid, 
Brown decided against racing and. scratched, 
leaving Bev Bond on his own on row four 
with Marry Stiller's Custom Made March 74B, 
Stiller has apparently come to an arrange 
ment with Holbay to prepare his ex-Swindon 
engines while the car looked very smart in 
Quasi-David Purley colours. Bond recorded 
a best lap of 1m 134s and a spin at the 
Esses. With full support from Quicks, Man 
chester’s Ford Main Dealers, Ken Bailey enters 
his second Atlantic season with the rebuilt 
ex-Charles Lucas March 73B which took to 
the trees at Phoenix Park. Bailey has arranged 
t run engines built by David Purley's LEC 
Organisation, which should make him competi 
tive, but the rain kept his time down to 
Vm 14.2 8 

A totally new car was the Genie Mk 13 of 
Woody Harris, running a BDA prepared by 
Paul Emery but an oil leak sent the car off 
the grid at the last minute after it had 
lapped only 02s slower than Bailey's March, 
Ted Wentz never really got going in his Wella 
prize March 74B which also sports a Swindon 
engine and the American FF champion was 
02's behind Harris. The Opert Racing Chev- 
ron B27 entered for Swedish hope Bertil Roos 
was taken over, as expected, by American 
Wink Bancroft although Roos should be at 
Brands Hatch with a second car. Like Shier- 
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son, Fred Opert will be taking his cars back 
to the States for the FB races. Brian Hart 
supplies the power to this team, but the con: 
ditions kept Bancroft’s time down to 1 m 15.2 s. 
‘Stuntman Val Musetti has converted his F3 
Royale RPIIA to an Atlantic with David 
Wood providing the engine but his grid posi 
tion was similar to what it used to be in 
F3; his time, 1m 16.2.5. The grid was com- 
Pleied by Geoff Friswell, always unhappy in 
the wet and especially at Mallory, with his 
March 73B-Hart and Steve Choularton’s 
similar car on 1m 168s and 1m 17.05 res. 
pectively. Chris Oates practised his ex-Stan 
Matthews 73B but had problems and didn’t 
start, making a grid of only 15 cars. 


RACE 


‘After the saloons and Formula Fords had 
dried the track out a little, at least on the 
racing line, the Atlantics were let out for a 
few ‘warming-up laps which confirmed that 
wet tyres were required. Patterson gambled 
‘on intermediates but it didn't pay off. Just 
before the flag fell there was drama when 
Williams couldn't start the Brabham, even 
with a push, and was left stranded until 
everyone else had gone when manual labour 
did the trick. An initial 60s penalty was 
later scrubbed, Williams having lost a lot of 
time anyway.” Straight into the lead went 
Nicholson while Crawford made a cracker of 

‘and creamed into second as the cars 
negotiated Gerards. King maintained his prac 
tice form by seizing third and holding it but 
his team-mate Mead spun out of fifth place 
at the hairpin on lap two, jumped out of the 
Undamaged car, and then returned to the pits 
to be belted up again before he could carry 
on racing, @ lap behind, Nicholson, Crawford 
land King, with Scott in close attendance, soon 
detached themselves from the pack which wa 
headed to begin with by Mallock in the 
Ensign, Bond, Bailey, Bancroft, Choularton, 
Wentz and Patterson’ with Williams already 
making up ground fast and Friswell and 
Musett! lagging. 

‘After five laps the first pair began to draw 
out a little on the American Chevron which 
was coming under heavy pressure from Scott 
Seeing the two leaders getting away, Scott 
put on a spurt to take over third on lap 11 
‘At the same time Williams emerged from the 
pack in fifth place, having demoted Mallock 
Who was struggling with a sticking throttle 
fand in danger or losing another place to Bond 
Two laps later Crawford showed that, despite 
his inexperience, he was not going to let 
Nicholson off the hook lightly and began to 
challenge for the lead. By now the back 
markers had to be dealt with in bunches and, 
Of the three leaders, Scott seemed to cope 
with the situation best so that he had caught 
up on to the tail of the March by lap 16, 
‘only to fall away again when Nicholson and 
Crawford had a clear track once more. 

‘At half distance the Lyncar and March 
‘were still tied together, the New Zealander 
knowing that there was only one proper racing 
line and ensuring that he always occupied it, 
while Crawford) was driving with great 
maturity and not attempting anything rash 
Scott, King and Williams were now the only 
other cars on the same lap although it was 
obvious that the Eden Brabham was making 
no impression at all on the leaders and had 
Teached its limit. Wentz had suddenly come 
to life in the Wella March and made up sev. 
eral places between laps 10 and 20 to bring 
himself up to sixth, lapped but looking good. 
Choularton, too, had come up well from his 
poor grid position and was seventh ahead of 
Bond while Mallock had dropped to 
since his wet weather helmet kept on fi 
over his eyes. 

Wentz’s good run faded almost at once 
when he lost fourth gear and Choularton 
whipped past both him and Bond, while the 
American lost another place to Bailey on lap 
31. At the same time Nicholson and Crawford 
had come up to lap Williams, which proved 
a little difficult, and once again allowed 
Scott to close up. King's excellent drive in the 
Chevron stopped at this point when the car 
ran out of petrol but before Williams could 
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King spins his Chevron at the Hairpin, while Bailey, Bancroft and Friswell go by. 


put himself up to fourth he had spun at 
the Hairpin, resuming behind Choularton and 
Bond. A’ rear oll seal had leaked on to the 
rear brakes causing the fronts to lock under 
heavy braking, but’ Williams carried on with 
ft losing any more places. On the last two 
laps Scott fell away a little leaving Nicholson 
and Crawford to fight it out to the finish, 
closer than they had ever been. But the 

bung Lancastrian wisely realised that a 
Glose second was a good result for someone 
with less than 20 races in his whole career 
and settled for that by 0.2%. He deservedly 
won the BP Man of the Meeting award 

‘Scott. was the only other driver on the 
same lap so fast had been the pace of the 
jeaders in the conditions while Choularton 
Bond and Williams completed those only one 
lap behind. Bailey kept Wentz, by now suf. 
fering from overheating, out of seventh while 
Mallock just held off Friswell in the dash for 
the line after a rather fraught moment at the 
hairpin on the last lap. The only non 
finishers were the two Shierson Chevrons for 
Mead's race ended with gear selection bothers 
Dut the two newcomers had certainly im 
pressed while they were running 


Ray Mallock’s Ensign leads the Marches of 
Wentz, Bond and Friswell 


UNLOF 


FORMULA FORD 


The ravages of Oulton Park and a €10 entry 
fee kept the starters for the non-championship 
FF race, replacing the Forward Trust F3 
round, {0 @ mere 11 cars which was prob- 
ably only marginally more than there would 
have been F3s. The race was between Geoff 
Lees (Royale RP16) and a survivor of Oulton, 
Richard Morgan (Ray 73F). Lees opened out 
‘2 large lap one lead but Morgan soon pulled 
this back and went ahead on lap nine. Lees 
Stayed in contention and his pressure paid off 
On the last lap at Gerards when Morgan chor 
the wrong way round a back marker and 
spun into the bank, more or less undamaged 
but unable to restart. Saloon driver Simon 
Kirkby went well in his first single seater 
drive with an Alex's Mk 23B and held off 
John Bright's ex-Steve Bradley Merlyn Mk 11 
to take second. 


CLUBMEN’S SPORTS 


The small entry was reduced still further by 
the weather so that only seven cars started 
for 20 laps in the dusk. Actually three of 
these needed a helping hand or two before 
they were on their way while at least one of 
the others was far from healthy. Running his 
new FF-engined U2 Mk 14 on intermediate tyres 
ShellSport champion Dick Mallock led at first 
from the similar car of Alex Ferrada while 
Frank Sytner's new Martin Hall Steel Tubes- 
sponsored U2 Mk 12/15 (the ex-Husbands 
ear) made up for its push-start on three cylin 
Gers thanks to a blown exhaust gasket. Des- 
pite his handicaps Sytner took the lead on 
the fourth lap and pulled away, while Fer- 
rada soon got the better of Mallock, who 
discovered that he had chosen the wrong 
tyres before his car lapsed on to two and a 
half cylinders. This race of attrition suddenly 
saw a sick car recover when Barry Foley's St 
Bruno cut in smoothly on ali four and 
whisked itself up from a feeble fourth to take 
the lead from Sytner on lap 14. The latter 
held on well but a jubilant Foley stayed ahead 


to the end, 
1AN TITCHMARSH 


Graham's Camaro has its h 


lights ablaz 
for the lead : Blackburn's Capri has just 


MALLORY: GROUP 1 


BL’s great comeback 


By ROBERT FEARNALL 


Up. to 2h 


to give British Ley 


ight from Barrie Williams’ Mi 
Berni 

from the VW Passat or Alfa Junior whi 
capacity race featured a tremendous bi 
Richard Lloyd until the Ia 


ENTRY 


htful weather conditions dampened the 
thusiasm for the first round of the 
4 British Touring Car Championship, 
but. nevertheless ars practised for the 


The was for the up to 2800 ce con 
tenders with a separate class at 1600 cc 
Which, regrettably, was without the semi 
Works’ Volkswagen Passat of George Bevan for 
Bill McGovern ; in a test session on the Silver 
stone Grand Prix circuit the previous Tuesday 
& bolt came out of the driveshaft, severely 
damaging the engine. Heading the class were 
the pair of new, smart works Chrysler Aven- 
ger GTs for Bernard Unett and Roger Bell 
Until the 1600 cc engines are homologated on 
‘April 1, the cars use the 1498 ce units 
Although most of the testing has been with 
the larger engines which are expected to be 
around 2s per lap faster. Whereas both the 
Works cars are contracted to Dunlop, the 
third Avenger GT for Simon Kirkby used 
Firestone tyres, this car being prepared by 
Hartwell. Much of the Avengers’ competition 
was expected to come from the Alfa Romeo 
16 Junior GT which Stan Clark runs and 
which was hastily completed in time for this 
meeting. The fifth car in this class was Hales 
field Motors’ Simca Rallye 2 for Jenny Birrell 
who commented that one of the car's greatest 
Improvements has been the fitting of a close 
ratio gearbox. 

Although there is no official British Ley 
land support, five of the 2-litre, 16 valve Tri 
umph Dolomite Sprints appeared on the entry 
ist. Test sessions with the cars showed that 
the fitting of the optional Laycock overdrive 
system was most necessary on third and 
fourth gears and that the floating rear axle 
created some handling problems since a 
limited slip diff is not an homologated extra 
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as it prepay 
mn lapped. 


ing round of the Castrol Anniversary British Group 1 Championship got off to» 
sing start at Mallory Park last Sunday. 

‘Andy Rouse took Ralph Broad's Triumph Dolomite Sprint to victory in the 

nd thelr first overall win in a British saloon car 

championship round since the days of the works Minis, but it was not without a very hard 

ja before the latter crashed at half-distance. As expected, 

Unett’s works Avenger dominated the up to 1600 ce class, but without opposition 
both non 

le between the Cam: 

‘spun, and Ivan Dutton's Capri was left in charge of the 2501 to 

4000 ce class alter the leading contenders dropped out. Only maximum points were scored 

in the championship by Rouse and Dutton as there were less than six starters in the other 


> 


aro with Richard Lloyd gl 


1 to lap Woodman's C -d to Graham's tail in their battle 


50 s—51 being 
recorded s in the 175. bhp 
Sprints. In addition to sorting out the cars, 
Broadspeed’s extensive test sessions enabled 
Dunlop to sort out thelr race tyres for this 
ew formula, and disc that. the con: 
struction and compound best sulted for the 
harrow rims were, in fact, very similar to 
those used for Group 2. 

The other Dolomite Sprints obviously had 
pot been through quite such extensive test 
Sessions, and in fact only had thelr “six-speed 
gearboxes ” (Je, overdrive) fitted for the Silver: 
Stone test session on the previous Tuesday 
Bill Shaw's SheliSport car was crunched into 

sat Copse when Australian Richard 
veered left under braking and the 

Could not be repaired in time for the 

Muir was also at Silverstone test 
@ car, but was decidedly unimpressed 
s power and handling characteristics 
wuld be visibly seen at Woodcote on 
and Prix circuit!— although he was 
on these cars. Naturally, the Broadspeed cars repared to soft out the car and drive it for 
had been through the most testing, thelr the in. until contract problems over his 


times. of 


Driving a beautifully steady and 


ted. Despite the conditions the large 


os of Stuart Graham and 


test” car being put through 2800 miles of G2 drive intervened, 
hard work by Broadspeed's competitions man Au well-known successful 
r Andy Rouse, whose own race car first British Leyl: rs, prepared John Hand: 


e well-supported Twes- —ley's Dolomite Sprint, ‘which was unusual to 


da before last the others in that it fan high profile Michelin 
Sunday's race. ‘The test car was taken over racing tyres, for which the car was set up at 
by Broad's second driver, Tony Dron, with he Tuesday Silverstone session although 


2500 ce race, Rouse’s Dolomite leads 


During their tremendous duel for t! 


1 lead of the 
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‘various small problems prevented them trom 
being properly assessed; Handley’s Roller 
Chain Distributors company enters the car. 
The fifth Dolomite also ran different tyres to 
the other Dunlop Dolomite runners, this be- 
Ing the ShellSport Equipe Arden purple Dolo: 
mite which used Firestones since an early 
problem with the wear rate on the Dunlops 
Rob Mason, the incredibly fast Mini driver, 
pilots Jim Whitehouse's Arden car but Mason 
has not had much opportunity to adapt to 
the large difference of racing this rear-wheel 
drive saloon or sort out the car in the three 
short test sessions they've had at Silverstone. 


‘The Dolomite’s most serious opposition 
comes from Mazda GB Ltd who are backing 
two rotary-engined RX3s, built and prepared 
by Mathwall Engineering of Cobham, Surrey. 
‘As always Mathwall have performed an 
cellent job on such an unknown quantity as 
the RX3, which they have turned into a 159 
bhp championship contender and which lapped 
Silverstone GP circuit in Barrie Williams 
hands in 1m 49.85, but it was thought the 
Mazda would not be so well-suited to the 
twists of Mallory owing to the poor torque 
characteristics of the rotary engine. Williams 
ym with his Castrol-sponsore 

‘Wendy Markey's RX3 is a most popular 
ction for it is sponsored by Penthouse 
who send thelr Pets to each meeting too. 
Special racing Bridgestone tyres have been 
Imported for Japan's Gl attack, although they 
have tested with Dunlop as weil. 

Stan Clark's second Alfa entry —the 2000 
GTV which he raced in production saloon car 
racing last year—is now driven by former 
Escort man John Lyon, and the entry in this 


class was completed by a couple of Firenzas 
anda ordinary road-going Escort Mexico for 
Gordon 


that of Tim Stock who is using last year's 
2.3-lltre model until the more competitive 
Magnum ‘ls homologated on April 1, while 
Denis Bissell was driving the Firenza he 
drives with Brian Atthews but on this occa: 
‘sion he was still using the " production en: 

‘opposed to their Group 1 unit. By 
Ford R52000 should be homologated 

18 which, with a few possible op- 
tions, could upset the apple-cart. 

‘There were one or two changes in the 2501 
to 4000 ce competitors, who were forming the 
lower half of the big capacity race. Looking 
immaculate was the ShellSport-assisted BMW 
3.0 CSI which Tony Lanfranchi was driving 
for the first time as the car was only com 
pleted on the day before the race. Jeff Hesel- 
Wood of Jemwood Cars has carried out the 
Immaculate preparation job on the car, which 
Uses a Denny Rowland prepared engine and 
is entered and supplied by London BMW 
dealer Nicholas Van Der Steen. The only 
‘other non-Capri in this class was the 2.8 Opel 
‘Commodore GS/E which was run by Norman 
Cuthbert’s McGill Automotives garage and 
entered by Dealer Opel Team under the 
direction of Tony Fall. Following last Tues: 
day's test session at Silverstone in which 
eight drivers (including Peter Hanson, John 
Hine, Mike Woolley, Rob Wicken, Ted’ Wors- 
wick and Clive Baker) were let out in a stan 
dard Opel Commodore, the vacant seat for the 
jeason was taken by Hanson, who had little 
time to acclimatise to the proper Ihd race 
car before the race, Five 3-litre Capris turned 
up, headed by a works car from Boreham for 
Tom Walkinshaw, run under the direction of 
Peter Ashcroft and under the banner of Shell- 
Sport but resplendent in Ford of Germany- 
type Capri colours. The only car in this class 
to run on anything other than Dunlop tyres, 
was the plain white Capri of last year's pro: 
duction saloon champion Ivan Dutton who was 
running Firestones on his car which he ob- 
tained five weeks before the race (as a prize 
from Ford for his successes last year) and 
had virtually nothing done to it apart from 
the suspension. Under the banner of Adiards, 
Martin Birrane has taken over the Broadspeed- 
Drepared Capri first destined for Peter Hanson 
‘and other Capri runners were Holman Black- 
burn (for Hermetite) and Thomas Hunt (for 
C&S Transport). 


The large turnout in the over ‘litre class 
‘was whittled down to five cars by practice, 
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The 2) to 4-litre contenders 


Malcolm West taking his Stuart Graham- 
prepared Camaro home as soon as he saw the 
track. conditions. Unfortunately, Gordon 
Spice’s 7-litre Plymouth Cuda could not be 
readied in time, nor could Les Nash's Camaro. 
However, there was still plenty of interest in 
the five Camaros that did start, Heading them 
was Richard Lloyd whose colourful A. J 
Rivers Simoniz Racing Camaro has a new 
engine prepared by a small engine shop 
recently set up by Chris Oates, but otherwi 
was in much te same condition as last 
season. Stuart Graham whose American car 
business in Nantwich, Cheshire, has been kept 
very busy preparing customer Group | Cam- 
Aros, fielded a very smart black and green 
naturally built and prepared by his gar 
‘age. At Silverstone last Tuesday (when both 
Graham and Lloyd ‘were circulating at 
roughly the same times of 1m 43's), SCA's 
entrant Adrian Chambers and driver Frank 
Gardner were giving more than just a pi 
ing interest in Graham's car with very use- 
ful assistance; Graham, the former works 
international motoreyclist, has been mainly 
concentrating ‘on the handling of the car in 
testing, with which he is well satisfied, and 
his new engine should be giving quite ‘a bit 
more horsepower when it's ready. These two 
Were the Dunlop runners in the race, com- 
pared with the other three which used Fire. 
Stone tyr 
Martin Thomas had hurriedly stripped and 
rebuilt two Chevrolet Camaros which their 
drivers were motoring for the first time in 
practice for this meeting — that’s Gerry Mar- 
shall who was driving the ex-Thomas car from 
ast season (and unlike the others his car did 
not have a front air dam) and Vince Woodman 


whose Camaro was the one Jean-Claude 
Rouger took to it year's 
Tour de France and which was still decked 


out in French sponsorship decals. Both cars 
have quite a bit of work still to do on them, 
Woodman hinting that Ralph Broad, who has 
always prepared Vince's cars, may assist with 
the Camaro. The final Camaro was for former 
modsports Elan driver Jon Fletcher, who had 
built up his secondhand road car himself 
with sponsorship from Glazepta Products and 
declared: “ There's more to them than what T 
first thought.” 


PRACTICE 


The track was exceedingly wet for both prac- 
tice sessions, which gave Tim Stock an 
advantage in the first for his underpowered 


Walkinshaw and Dutton in Capris sandwich Lanfranchi's BMW. 


Firenza would normally not have a chance 
with the Dolomites or Mazda, but with bis 
Duntop wets left over from last ‘season provi 

just right, Stock managed second best time of 
65.08. Pole for the smaller race was always 


en 
team-mate Dron kept the Mazda off 
row by taking 65.8 to Williams’ 66.2 5, 
Williams’ Mazda was suffering from a mis- 
fre problem, sometimes resulting in the en- 
gine cutting out, and their long exhaust pipe 
ad to be discarded as the car would not get 
over the scrutineering block with it— the 
replacement short exhaust pipe was reckon 
to have lost the car around 30 bhp. 


John Handley being unable to use his 
special Michelins for which the Dolomite was 
itched to Dunlops in the rain but 


handling problems and after 
his practice time left him on the penultimate 
row, discovered that the reagon lay with 
using intermediate tyres as when he went out 
{o practise unofficially later with full wets he 
dropped nearly 6 off his lap time. Another 
team with tyre problems was the Aifa equipe 
who were using Michelin TBSs which were 
proving quite unsuitable and left both Stan 
Clark and John Lyon towards the rear of the 
grid—a_ quick rush home ‘made in an 
attempt to get some Dunlop replacements. 
‘The rain brought its moments too, particu- 
larly at Gerards where ficst Simon Kirkby 
spun 

damage, but dislodging straw bales which 
were then collected by a sideways Rob Mason. 
Unfortunately a bale lodged itself under the 
Dolomite in this escapade, bending the steer- 
ing rack and damaging the lefthand front 
suspension and the repair work was just 
completed in time for the race. 


‘The battle of the Camaros was made most 
spectacular by the wet weather with Lloyd 
and Graham battling out for pole position, 


a 


The Datsun 240Z was 
an improvement over 
other sports cars. 

_ Andthe 260Zis an 
improvement over that. 


There was little room for improvement over the 
2402, but now there's no room 


The 2602 is one of the most satisfying sports cars in 
the world. In its class, it’s probably the best 

It has a 2.6 litre, 6-cylinder engine that, in fifth ge: 
can exceed 125 m.p.h 


From a standing start, it can reach 60 m.p.h, in just 
8 seconds 

But although the 2607 is a fast car, this doesn’t 
mean it consumes petrol at the same rate. When 
touring, it'll give you around 31 m.p.g 

The 2607, like all Datsuns, enjoys a reputation for 
reliability. And because of such events as the 
African Safari, it enjoys a reputation for bein 
reach the finish line long before all the others. 
And when it comes to equipment, that’s hard to 
beat, too. Everything you need for high performance 
driving at a price of only £2,977.00. 

So if you're interested in a car that’s an 
improvement on just about every sports car on the road, 
test drive the 2602. 


ast 
le to 


Datsun U.K. Limited, Datsun House, Brighton Road, Worthing, Sus 
London Showroom and Export & Diplomatic sales, Datsun Ba 
66 Baker Street.London W1. Tel: ( 


ex. Tel: W 


thing 204441 


Prices quoted include car tax and VAT. Delivery charges and number plates extra, 
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John Lyon's Alfa passes Unett's Avenger with Kirkby's Avenger in close attendance. 


which eventually fell to Graham by 0.8. 
Marshall did extremely well to achieve third 
best time in his first drive with the car, which 
Mike Woodman's started to misfire during the 
shortened session. Lanfranchi equalled Mar- 
Shall’s time on his first drive with the CSi, 
and was very pleased with it apart from 
with the brakes, with Walkinshaw, 
Capri driver, 
‘The Opel started practice on Mi 
provoked aquaplaning and a change to Dunlop 
wets was made, but Hanson had only time 
to perform one’ flying lap with them, 


RACE: up to 2500 cc 


‘The Castrol races were brought forward to the 
first two on the programme in the hope that 
conditions would improve for the open: 
Wheelers, and indeed the rain had stopped 
when the grid for the up to 2500 ce compet 
tors lined up. Lyon was successful in switch- 
ing to competitive wet Dunloy 
Alfa, but Stan Clark wasn’t and decided to 
Withdraw leaving four cars in the little class 
‘and further diminishing the points av: 
However, with considerable assistance from 
Chrysler’ Dealer ‘Team, Kirkby's damaged 
Avenger was made ready for the race 

Rouse and Dron took the Broadspeed Dolo- 
mites straight to the front when the fl 
dropped with Williams holding third from 
Stock’s Firenza and Unett’s 1600 class-leading 
Avenger, while Handley and Lyon were mak- 

1g strong ground from lowly grid positions 
‘4 Bell was doing his utmost to overthrow 
Kirkby from second in the small class. The un- 
flustered Rouse started to open a comfortable 
lead, while his team-mate was attacked by the 

da which saw the two cars collide com- 

ing out of Gerards on the second lap, when 
Dron momentarily slowed not being able to 
Select overdrive. Both recovered from their 
‘sideways moments, leaving Williams with 
a clear road to catch’ Rouse. Handley 
had already worked his way into fifth place 
and now set his sights on John Lyon's Alfa 
(which also was going much better on sui 
able rubber) in fourth, but instead the gap 
between these two remained much the same 
for the rest of the race. 

Williams was visibly gaining ground on 
the Rouse, so that by the seventh lap they 
were literally tied together. The two of them 
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made a splendid sight as they snaked through 
the Esses in all sorts of angles ‘battling for 
the lead; it was, in fact, towards the end of 
the straight before the Egses where the 
raucous Mazda made most of its ground on 
the Dolomite which appeared to have the 
‘edge at Gerards, Rouse had a nasty moment at 
the Esses on the 11th lap, to which Williams 
tried to make use of by pulling out to pass 
‘on the straight before the Hairpin, but Rouse 
Still held on to the lead. 

Perhaps Williams was just playing a ws 
ing game or perhaps Rouse had the Mazda 
measured—it had the makings of a tense 
second half of the race. But then disaster— 
coming past the pits to complete the 14th 
lap. Williams signalled that the engine was 
misfiring and before Gerards the gap 
widened. Then following a customary back: 
fire flash, the car briefly cut-out midway 
through the bend and Williams was suddenly 
going backwards before cr Into the 

ink, frontwards and backwai 


to do all he could to get the car repaired for 
Brands this weekend and give the Dolomite 
another challenge 

The second half of the race was there- 
fore a Rouse benefit, lapping all but the first 
three finishers. Dron looked set to take second 
place to give Broadspeed a 1-2, having drop- 
ped back from the leading battle, but on the 
24th ‘lap the car suddenly emitted a great 
cloud of smoke leaving the Esses and 
Geposited off and bits of engine all over the 
track up to the Hairpin. Lyon's Alfa and 
Handley's Dolomite therefore moved up to 
second and third. 

Roger Bell succeeded in getting by Kirkby 
at Gerards on the 11th lap and then tailed 
his class-leading team-mate Unett until the 
23rd lap when he lost it at Gerards lapping 
‘a back-marker and deposited the car in the 
ditch for the rest of the race. Kirkby how. 
fever was too far adrift to make any impres- 
Sion on Unett’s fourth place. Following his 
morning escapade, Rob Mason was taking 
things nice and steady in a lonely sixth 
place having had no time to sort out the 
Suspension settings. Stock's good fourth place 
‘only lasted two laps before the car came to 
‘a spluttering halt with fuel starvation. 


Mies (STs at 


RACE: over 2500 cc 


Following immediately, the bigger saloon 
cars found the track drying out quite rapidly 
on the racing line, but it was still necessary to 
have wet tyres. It was an Impressive front 
row of three Camaros and as the flag dropped, 
they slithered all over the place as they fought 
for traction, with Graham getting to Gerards 
first ahead of Marshall, Walkinshaw and 
Lloyd although Lloyd soon overpowered the 
Capri on the way up to the Hairpin. Lan- 
franchi’s BMW was running on five cylinders 
fon the warming-up lap, so with no time to 
change plugs Tony made do with what 
power he had left to harry Walkinshaw for the 
Class lead. 

Lloyd immediately pulled in Marshall and 
went by him completing the second lap on 
the pit straight, but Gerry's Camaro was in 
trouble and on the next lap he retired to 
the pits with disappearing oll pressure, While 
Lloyd now set his sights on Graham's lead, 
Lanfranchi was attacking Walkinshaw for the 
other class lead until the fourth lap when 
the Scotsman couldn't get any gears coming 
‘out of the Hairpin and the Capri coasted to 
the pits and retirement. Lanfranchi looked a 
safe third and class winner thereafter, but 
sadly his race came to a halt just four laps 
later when a vast cloud of smoke coming out 
of the Hairpin signalled a broken piston. Ivan 
Dutton’s Capri was handed the lead then, 
comfortably ahead of Holman Blackburn's 
‘Similar car which was battling out fourth 
place with Vince Woodman's Camaro. The 
Sther Camaro of Jon Fletcher gradually 
Closed_on Woodman unt'l a broken fan belt 
Sent Fletcher's overheating Camaro in to the 
pits on the ninth lap. 

Meanwhile, most interest was centring on 
the lead batile with Graham and Lloyd pro. 
viding a fabulous spectacle as they twitched 
thelr mighty machines nose-to-tail through the 
Mallory puddles. They. really couldn't have 
been any closer and at times couldn't have 

with Lloyd biding his 
trying to get by in the first 
half of the race. Then on the 16th lap, Lloyd 
made an attempt—pulling out and trying to 
fet alongside Graham approaching the Esses. 
But Lloyd didn’t press the move and dropped 
to the corner, where 
the tail of Lloyd's Camaro suddenly whipped 
out and within a moment, the car spun round 
in to the short circuit. ‘The engine stalled, 
but then fired into life by which time Graham 
was sweeping through Devil's Elbow to com- 
plete his 17th Jap. 

While Graham eased off to score a well- 
deserved victory, Lloyd was in obvious 
trouble and it sdon became apparent to us 
(hough Richard didn't. know what was caus. 
Ing his handling problem) that the right front 

‘deflating. The Simoniz Camaro was 

‘sorts of moments and 

getting perilously close to the Armco at 

Devil's Elbow, but Richard fought on to finish 

second by which time the tyre was com- 
pletely flat 

‘As the track became drier, Woodman got 
the hang of his Camaro to demote Blackburn 
and he then steadily reeled in Dutton’s cla 
Winning Capel for third place, ultimately 
sweeping by on Stebbe straight with two 
laps remaining. Hanton's Opel Commodore 
also picked up places as the race progressed 
nd with 10 laps left, Hanson took Blackburn 
to claim second in the 21 to 4 litre cl 
close to within & s of Dutton by the 


casero} Ansiverary Touring Cor Race 


ONTARIO 


Unsers’ Eagles dominate 


Story and photos by GORDON KIRBY 


Bobby's done It. He’s won his first USAC 500-miler since Indianapolis in 1968, Since then—for 
five, long years—he's been the fastest man in USAC, but always his Eagle has failed him. This 
time however, in the cool winter sun of California, the white Olsonite Eagle worked to perfec- 
tion iad Bobby fought a victorious race-long baitle with his brother Al. It was these two 


‘more than half a second. It was the cl 


Into third place came Jerry Grant another hitherto unlucky Eagle driver who w: 
‘Then came four more Eagles. The first seven cars, all of them Eagles 


his best-ever USAC fins! 


He won’ finally by barely 
USAC's long history has ever seen. 
having 


It was a very happy day for Dan Gurney, the quiet patriarch of American motorsport. 


For A. J, Foyt it was a day of 
and wing regulations, Foy! 
‘quicker than it’s Offenhauser-powered i 
dominated his qualifying 
just three laps of the 5¢ 
flew up and punctured Foyt 


‘oll tank. A tay 


ENTRY & QUALIFYING 


Last season was a very bad year for USAC 
their Championship trail. The cost of 
campaigning the full season continued to aky- 
rocket as the turbocharged engines became 
ever more fragile in the face of rising speeds. 
‘The cars clung to a very thin and very fast 
line and it almost became a matter of course 
that any shunt would be a bad shunt 
Indianapolis, the club's keynote event, was a 
disaster. By the end of the season it became 
obvious that something had to be done, 
USAC began to consider drastic measures. 
‘The club started to seriously consider the 
stock-block alternative of Formula 5000 and 
there were some powerful voices—among 
them Parnelli Jones and Andy Granatelli— 
who publicly ‘announced their support of 
stock-blocks. But the fear of casting so 


much machinery into obsolescence hung over 
USAC's head and they decided to put off the 
big, change until 1975. 

For this year the fuel and wing regulations 
which took effect after las 


The post-Indy 55-inch wing 
width rule has been tightened up to a width 
of 43 inches, while the fuel allowed for a 
500-miler has been further reduced by 60 
ons (based on a 1.8 mpg formula) to a 
Himit of 280 gallons. None of this is intended 
to be an “answer” to the problem of the 
cars being too damned fast. USAC are intelli- 
sat enough to admit that, These new rules 
re only a stopgap and as a stopgap they 
may well do a good job. 

‘So it was that the 1974 USAC season 
farted on a very different note. Not only 
were there new regulations to deal with, but 
there was also a S00-miler to kick off the 
year, Normally there are one or two short- 
track events to run before setting off to 
Indiana for the full month's sweat of Indy. 
But this year everyone was flung immediately 
Into the preparations for 500 miles of near 
flat-out flogging. 

The Ontario race has been run on its pre- 
vious four occasions in early September, just 
the time when southern California is bleached 
a dull brown by the hottest and driest 
breaths of summer. It was partially this (and 
partially an effort at increasing dwindling 
attendances) which prompted OMS President 
Parnelli Jones (yes, the very same fellow) to 
change the date to early March. As it turned 
out there were nearly twice as many cars 
running at the end of this year’s as compared 
to last year's race and the crowd, although 
‘not of Indy. proportions, was quite handsome 
(it’s the policy of the current OMS manage- 
‘ment not to announce attendance figures, so 
you'll have t rely on a reporter's eye). 


24 


romise. In this, the first race run under USAC’ 
turbocharged Coyote-Foyt/Ford showed itself to be markedly 
‘A. J. had been easily quicker in practice, he had 


1d. powerfully after 
iss" shunted Eagl 


later the orange Coyote was coasting straight into 
the paddock, but A. J. had shown that this year 


will be he who will be the Man to Beat 


There’s a full week of practice and quall- 
fying at Ontario, culminating in two 100-mile 
qualifying heats ‘on the weekend prior to the 
race. All of this is part of a large effort to 
build some tradition (or perhaps it's simply 
hoo-ha) into the California 500. Tradition 
which is unique to this event and can't be 
confused with any of the goings-on during 
the month of May away to the east in 
Indiana. 

It didn’t take very long for A.J. Foyt to 
show his dominance in practice. Rather than 
run his new chassis he relied on last year's 
car updated only with a smaller Eagle-type 
wing and lowered radiators. Foyt had al- 
ready done a lot of tyre-testing and he knew 
that his own turbocharged, four-cam, Ford- 
based V8 was strong enough to put him 
ahead of the Offy-powered runners. “AJ gave 
second man George Snider the new, slimmer, 
rounder chassis and concentrated on sorting 
out his Foyt engines to the new fuel restric: 
tions. Foyt was the only man to get above 
190 mph during qualifying. That was 10 mph 
slower than last year, but 5 mph quicker than 
afybody else. Foyt ‘led his qualifying race 
from start to finish, pulling steadily away 
from Bobby Unser's works Eagle, winning by 
more than 17s. It was clear that the Foyt- 

better in the mid-ranges 
the four-cylinder Offenhauser and it was 
clear that AJ could only lose the first race 
of USAC's new season if something were to 
break. 


The front row (1 to r) Bobby Unser, Johnny Rutherford and A. J. Foyt lead the fleld away. 


Bobby Unser had qualified third quickest 
just a hair slower than Johnny Rutherford's 
works McLaren, and although he was easily 
able to stay clear of the rest of the field in 
the first qualifier he was understandably des- 
pondent at Foyt’s dominating speed. Bobby 
was driving a new Eagle, replacing the one 
Which he shunted last November at Phoenix 
and which was subsequently rebuilt and sold 
to Viceroy/Parnelli Jones for brother Al. The 
new Eagle was outwardly similar to last 
year's car although there were some subtle 
Changes to the lower skirt which keeps the 
air from getting beneath the chassis and, at 
the same time, directs the flow into ‘the 

Dan Gur- 

also experimenting with 
‘but 

Unser didn’t bother to race with them on the 

Rutherford’s orange McLaren MI6C looked 
very strange in its solid field of colour un- 
broken by logos and graphics. There were 
only a few small Goodyear 
up the bright flow of orange and on race day 
Tyler Alexander stuck a couple of equally 
small Carling Black Label decals on the side 
of the car, hinting at David Hobbs’ Indy 
drive. The car itself remained as it was la 
year. The new, narrower wing was of the 


forward-mounted side radiators, 


deep-curve variety and the huge, rear anti- 
roll bar had been repositioned below the 
gearbox in an effort at cleaning up the air- 
flow to the wing. Rutherford won the second 
100-mile qualifier after a close battle with 
Mario Andretti and Gi n_and 

took up the middle place on the front row 
between Foyt and Bobby Unser. 

Bettenhausen's blue Penske Products Mc- 
Laren MI6C (nary a sign of Sunoco on the 
car or equipment) was very nearly as quick 
‘as Rutherford's example in practice and he 
went extremely well. in the second heat 
pushing his way past Rutherford and Andretti 
just past the halfway point of the 100 miles, 
But before the Penske car could firmly est- 
ablish its lead one of the wing dams worked 
loose and Bettenhausen pulled off. Other 
than the altered paintwork and an Eagle type 
wing from Donohue's F5000 Lola T330_ the 
blue McLaren was identical to its specifica- 
tion of last year. 

sParnelli Jones’ Viceroy-backed_“ Super 
Team” of Mario Andretti, Al Unser and Joe 
Leonard looked very different from last sea- 
son. Only Andretti was driving one of the 
Maurice Phillippe-designed Parnellis and that 
fone was the end of season version from last 
year with Eagle rear suspension. Unser and 
Leonard were both in ‘73 Eagles, Al's chassis 
built up from his brother's '73 car and 
Leonard's devoid. of his former Samsonite 
luggage sponsor and painted red and white 
like his team-mates. 
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Roth Unser and Andretti went well in the 
‘second qualifier, but both fell victim to the fuel 
Timitations and ran out just before the 
end. Andretti coasted to a stop with just 
three laps to go after forcing his way into 
a. strong lead ahead of Rutherford while 
Unser lasted until the very last lap, splutter 

ing to a halt just past the pits ‘while in 
second place, As it was then Al was to 
start the 500 from the middle of the third 
row and Mario found himself back on the 
fifth row. Leonard managed a fourth in this 
heat, but as he had only just worked his way 
‘above 176 mph in qualifying he was even 
farther behind on row seven. 

Pat Patrick had a good year in "73 with 
his “STP-sponsored Eagles, but for ‘74 STP 
have decided to concentrate on NASCAR and 
Patrick's two-car team appears in his own 
blue colours. George Bignotti is still the 
chief mechanic though and Gordon Johncock 
leads the team in company with Wally 
Dallenbach who won last September's Ontario 
500 principally on the strength of Bignott 
excellent pitwork. Both Johncock and Dallen- 

ich qualified their Eagles well and they ran 
together in. third and fourth places behind 
Foyt and Unser in the first heat. But first 
Jobncock fell away when his fuel consump- 
tion went completely awry and then Dallen- 
bach slowed In the final Taps with a stuttery 
engine, It was only the strength of their 
practice efforts which put them on the fourth 
Pow (Dallenbach) and ‘sixth row (Johncock), 

Most of the other runners, not having the 
considerable financing of the leading teams. 
were finding It hard to adapt their Offys to 
the tight fuel regulations. USAC champion 
Roger McCluskey was only 17th fastest. al- 
though he worked his way up to a third 
row starting place simply by consistent plug- 
iting of his old McLaren in the qualifying race. 

‘another McLar'n, 
this one driven by ‘Walthe= why was 
having his 1ce since his horrendous first- 
Tap. shunt at Indianapolis last May. Walther 
had made one of those miraculous recoveries 
which racing drivers often seem to demand 
of themselves and after a five-month training 
Programme he looked as fit as one could ever 
hope to be. 

ust a couple of days before the race Mike 
Hiss was offered a drive in Lee Brayton’s 
Engle-Offy which Brayton had qualified rt the 
back. Hiss leaped at the chance and almost 
immediately he was lapping the car in mid- 
180 bracket which was some 20 mph quicker 
than Brayton had managed. Hiss was allowed 
to start-in 33rd and last place. 


RACE 

‘As the crowd funnelled their way into the vast 
concrete and steel stadium they found them- 
Selves immediately entertained by marching 
bands, parading GT cars and, of course, stars 
‘and starlets offering light banter as they were 
interviewed atop the Victory Circle concourse. 
Before anybody had a chance to fall Into 
empty boredom it was half past eleven and 
the drone and crackle of the turbocharged 
engines began to hover In the alr. Soon the 
‘Sustained, neurotic scream of the handful of 
Foyt engines was punctuating the nasal drone 
‘of the Offys and the field was rolling out 
fon to the track behind the white and blue 
pace car. 

“The stragglers soon tightened into organ- 
sed rows of three and the pace car accel- 
erated hard out of turn four and scuttled 
towards the pits. The starter’s flag swooshed 
down from his high stand as the field rushed 
below him. It was the white car of Bobby 
Unser which began to nose ahead as they 
plunged towards the first turn. The orange 
wedges of Rutherford and Foyt held their aim 
Geep into the corner though and it wasn't 
lntll Unser began to disturb the loose dust 
fand dirt just beyond the black groove that pe 
dived for the inside and scuttled along the 
yellow line, forcing his way farther and 
farther ahead with every new yard. The 
sereeching pack spurted and teetered their way 
into line chucking up a harsh cloud of grey 
dust as. they disappeared down the 
backstraight. 
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It was Unser who raced off the fourth turn 
with a clear lead from Foyt and Rutherford 
who were tied together even further ahead of 
the rest. But down the front straight and past 
the pits Foyt began to draw Unser in and as 
they dove again into the first turn AJ thrust 
his wide nose hard to the Inside 0° Bobby. 
The ‘white car held its line and its place 
through the first and second turns but as 
they tore down the backstraight Foyt leapt 
ou: of Unser's tow and rushed away into the 
Yead. 

"There was nothing that Bobby could do 
about it now, too well he kn:w that. Now 
he had to concentrate on Rutherford’s clegant 
orange dart. It was the attack from behind 
he hed to deal with for Foyt had pulled out 
nearly two full seconds of air after a mere 
Tap ahead of the Olsonite Eagle. AJ was raking 
full advantage of his: extra speed, flinging 
fhe Coyote into the shallow banks, Jeting it 
roll into an ch so gentle unders'cer as the 
tar flattened out and furrowed its way tightly 
down the road. By the fifth lap Foyt was 
nearly 4s clear of Unser and Rutherford. Three 
Japs later the gap was more than 7s and with 
every new lap tho squat, square Coyote had 
bustied out another full second. 

For a few laps Rutherford stayed hard in 
Unser's wake, looking for spaces, trying the 
‘odd flick and threaten here and there. By now 
the red and white machines of Al Unse~ and 
Andretti had forged their way to the head 
of the pack and as Rutherford continued 
{ harass Bobby's Eagle, Al and Mario broke 
free of the rest, thirsting after the tail of the 
bright orange McLaren. 

As Foyt curved his way into the first turn 
at the beginning of his ninth lap however, 
Rutherford peeled away from the wall and 
shot towards the pits. Hoses and nozzles 
descended around the car and 22 s later 
Rutherford was on his 
lap down on Foyt Unser wa 
behind AJ with Al's Viceroy Eagle keeping 
clear of Andretti's similar Parnelli some 5 5 
behind Bobby 

Farther back Mike Hiss had been slicing 
his way boldly through the field. By the 10th 

he was into the midst of the pack, throw: 

ing and squirting his Eagle up the ladder place 
by" place. As this lot screeched their way 
‘on the 17th lap Hiss was towing 

th the wing of Jiminy 
‘controlling the pack and 


Johnny Rutherford showed well in the early stages in the works McLaren. 


holding sixth place, Through che first turn 
Hiss darted inside but he had to use up @ 
lot cf road coming out of the corner and he 
found himself well out of shape for turn two. 
‘The white Eagle was slipping Its way onto 
the dust outside the groove and in a flash the 
car slammed into the wall, spinning around 
and tearing off the left front corner. Hi 
Charging drive was over and the first yell 
flag of the race came out 

Immediately everyone drove for their pits 
Foyt was easily able to maintain his lead, but 
Bobby Unser found his two Viceroy pursuers 
had caught right up to him, Bettenhausen who 
was just whirring away from the Penske 
pit had the imisformune to have an over 
Eager Joe Leonard slice hard across his bows 
as he was trying to get into his pit. Leonard 
rode over Bettenhausen’s outside wheel, break- 
the upright and forcing Gary on’ to the 
grass at the end of the pits. Bettenhausen 
Climbed slowly and disgustedly from the ct 
land waited for the tow truck to pick up the 
broken MeLagen. 

‘As the reordered fleld started their 24th 
lap the green flag came out and they accelers 
ted away. But for Foyt it was all over. It ws 
probably something from Hiss’ car which had 
been slung up at AJ's oll tank for the oll 
pressure had zeroed and the tank was rup- 
tured. Foyt cruised around and went straight 
into the paddock. His excellent display 
finished, 

‘So it was Bobby Unser who now took con: 
trol, followed at a distance by the dicing 
‘Andretti and Al Unser, Throughout the next 
30 laps it was these three who dominated 
the race, switching order on pit stops and 
ancther yellow flag which lasted for five laps. 
Never were they more than 10 s apart. Often 

ey were in close company, first one attack- 

then another. Andrettl seemed to be work- 
i harder than the Unsers however, his 
‘and. skittish, 


hind Mario. seemed to 
energy. One begon to wonder how long he 
could keep it up. But then around the 60th 
Tap Andretti made the first of a few extra 
stops. It was all very brief, but he was now 
going a tittle slower. Soon’ Marlo was a lap 
behind. He faded further and further and 
then on the 9lst lap Andretti pulled off along 
the backstraight with his Offenhauser blown, 
‘As Andretti began to fade Johncock finally 


\ 


managed to work his way through to the 
front of the pack and it wasn’t long before he 
had managed to detach himself from the 

and set off on his own. It was the us 
clean and easy Johacock performance. By the 
5th lap he had climbed to third place and 
there ahead, within range were the Unsers, 
‘Al now leading Bobby. As he started his 72nd 
Inp however, Johncock felt a vibration. The 
‘car twitched, loosened up and them it slashed 
out of line as a rear tyre blew itself off its 
rim. Gordon held the car in a long, hard 
Slide, just missing the end of the pit wall 
fand sliding across the pit road and on to the 
grass, Yet another challenger had gone. 

Tt was Steve Krisiloff who now found him: 
self in third place, the last unlapped runner 
fand holding himself within 20 s of the Unsers. 
Like Johneock he had freed himself off the 
gaggle and he was now biding his time, wait 
Ing for something somewhere to happen. But 
unfortunately for Krisiloff, perhaps the only 
“young lion” of USAC (he's 25), it was soon 
to happen to him. 

‘On the 86th Inp Krisiloff followed John 
Martin's MoLaren into the first turn. Martin 
drove in a little too abruptly, upsetting the 
car and scrubbing off speed as he sliced 
across Krisiloff’s bows. Krisiloff had to throttle 
back instantly and his silver Eagle slipped 
sideways, drooping its outside wheels out of 
the groove. Poor Krisiloff found himself slid- 
ing up towards the wall now as Martin had 
sorted himself out and carried on. He worked 
fon more and more lock, but it wasn’t until 
almost the very last moment that the car re- 
sponded and flicked itself back across the 
road. Krisiloff carried on slowly, building the 
boost up again, but the yellow flag came out 
and the USAC officials started looking at 
Krisiloft’s car for signs of damage. Someone 
found a slight wisp of oil smoke coming 
from below the wing and a few laps later 


28 


‘Al Unser had a good race in the Viceroy team's Eagle, the car brother Bobby raced last year, and finished second. 


Krisiloff was blackflagged. He came storming 
to find out what this was all 
checked and OK'd by the U: 
pit official and his crew fuelled the car. Bu 
the hoses were disconnected one of the big 
check valves stuck open and the fuel poured 
out and caught fire. It was all out in a 
moment but Krisilofl's race was over. 

‘So now with just a little more than half the 
race remaining the Unser brothers found 
themselves over a lap ahead of the field. 
Gary Bettenhausen had returned co the race 
just prior to Krisiloff’s misfortunes, a new 
Upright installed on the Penske McLaren and 
it was Bettenhausen who now provided the 
fast lappery as he fought to make up some 
of the 86 laps he had lost. It was entertaining 
to watch Bettenhausen close on and pass Al 
Unser and then pull away, pushing his car 
hard and tight while Unser did his best to be 
a5 tidy and conservative as ever. 

‘The race had fallen into an academic exer- 
cise now and for many of the spectators it 
had lost much of its interest. They waited 
patiently for the Snal dozen laps. But all 
of a sudden the grandstands swept co their 
feet. It was a white and red Eagle slashing 
and tearing its way across the road, a tyre 
Blown away from its rim as the car rushed 
towards turn one. The car rebounded from 
the pit wall across to the retaining wall, slid- 
Ing, spinning and disintegrating. It finally 
Gnished its long, anxious spin high on the 
track in the middle of turn one. It was Joe 
Leonard's car, smashed badly and blocking 
much of the track. The yellow flag came out, 
the field slowed and fell in behind the pacz 
care while Leonard, his left ankle broken 
badly, was cut from the car and taken to 
hospital. 

There were 36 laps left when the green flag 
came out again. Al led for a while but Bobby 
was drawing ever closer and seven laps later 


the Olsonite Eagle towed its way into the 
lead, It was beginning to look ax if Bobby 
was in control for he could close right up 
whenever he pleased and when he passed Al, 
the younger Unser raised his hands in a hope: 
less gesture. There was time however, for 
one more stop and Parnelli Jones decided to 
gambl> and turn up the boost of Al's Offy. 
‘The two Eagles shot out of the pits together, 
Bobby again leading with 20 laps to go. For 
a while Al held Bobby at just over a second, 
then he began to inch up on him, But ju 
as it appeared that Al might have a chance 
after all he came by with the Offy stuttering 
and missing, Next time around it was doing 
the same thing, The extra boost had upset 
the injection and Al had to drop back now and 
re-adjust the thing from the. cockpit 

With ‘seven laps to go Bobby was nearly 
4s clear of Al. With every recent lap he had 
pulled out a few more tenths, But now Al 
was having his last fling, He started pressing 
closer and closer. With one lap to go the 
margin was one and a half seconds. Al was 
trying really hard now as they came up to 
a three-car knot. Into turn three Bobby drove 
low and by one of the cars. Al tried to 
follow suit but he found the door shut and 
he had a tense moment stirring things back 
into line and making one last run at Bobby. 
But they were already into turn four now and 
Bobby had at least half a dozen car lengths 
lead. The Olsonite Eagle swept across the line, 
safe by six-tenths of a second. 
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Rally record 


Ford are at pre- 
sent doing an_in- 


driving like the 
greats and what 
kes to avoid if 


The road shows 


When it became clear shat the months of 
January, February and March were not likely 
to see much active rallying in Britain, there 
were varlous bright ideas on how to keep 
people occupied with something which was 
Vaguely relevant to the sport. One thing 
which proved very popular was a series of 
table-top rallies where something like 15,000 
people all over the country in various motor 
Clubs. struggled ro work out problems con: 
nected ‘with a theoretical route on a map. 
This was the brainchild of the Ford Rallye 
Sport Club whose organiser, Charles Rey 
nolds, only began to realise what he had 
bitten off when the thousands of applications 
came crowding in. News e series has 
‘now. spread worldwide and inquiries on how 
to run such rallies have come in from other 
countries who have had their real spor 
stopped for a while, 

The other bright’ idea came in the shape 
of various series of forums at which famous, 
notorious rally people plus a few assorte 
Facing elements were popped up on to a stage 
in front. of a battery of microphones and 
asked questions by the audience. Dealer Team 
Vauxhall and the British Trials and Rally 
Drivers’ Association were among those who 
held such events, but I got involved mainly 
with the Ford effort as I am a contracted 
Co-driver for heir team for 1974. Our first 
hight 40 to. speak was at the Rallye Sport 
Dealer in Southampton in early February 
‘This was the first to be held by Ford in 1974 
and was to be chaired by Stuart Turner with 
myself and rallycross driver, John Taylor, to 
back him up. 

However, the day before it was due to 
pen, Mr Turner lost his voice and I got a 
phone call which required me not only to 
become the chairman but also to become a 
talent scout and find a third member for the 
panel. Four telephone calls later I discovered 
That. Chris Sclater had an appointment with 
the Royal Ballet which he was prepared t 
break and we were in business, Somehow 
Wwe found the dealer's showrooms which had 
Biready been transformed by the addition of 
Static exhibits from the vast truck conducted 
around by Ford Competitions general fac 
totum, Reg, These included rally cars from 
such events as the World Cup, the Safari 
and the RAC. Rally as well as promotion 
material from Motorcraft and Dunlop. Having 
Checked that all was in order and reassured 
everyone that we were there and ready to 
appear, we slipped off for a quick meal. This 
Ts always one of the most worrying things 
about such events for you have to decide 
after driving a considerable distance, whether 
to eat first and hope that won't make you 
jate, or wait until the bitter end and gamble 
‘on finding a restaurant open. On this occasion 
we were lucky and by eigat o'clock we were 
back being introduced to the audience before 
they watched a film made by Esso called 
“Our man Clark” showing how Roger Clark 
had. won. the RAC Championship and th 
RAC Rally in 1972. When it was finished. w 
got_on with the panel and immediately a 
ood spirit of banter was established. This 
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Structional film 
with United Motion 
Pictures featuring 
Makinen, Mikkola 
and Clark which 
the club 
driver how to start 


ning and we s¢ 


alled Tiffany's where 


evening was T 
he independent Y 
while I was reputed to have co-driven 


got introduced as © 


A similarly pl evening came the 
night at Teesside where Tony Fall had 
Roger Clark and the direc 


Schellenberg had 


by John Davenport 


audience while Roger Clark and Jim Porter 


expensive vintage Bentleys and even 
ine on the London to Sydney marathon. 
a. good exchange betwee! 
during the evening about 
‘of an Escort was the most 
while my phantom ques: 
jonce again to ask how many 
ven with, 
weramme at each of these evenings 
most the same except for 
¢ when we took our ovening m 
3 kick off the evening and give 
‘e something to think about and 
forum would hold the interest for 
wer an hour—or longer if it was going 
“ind then there was a Motorcraft quiz 
with prizes of rally jackets, maps and guides 
before another film wound up the evening. 
The number of these films is increasing every 
helped along by firms like Ford, Kleber, 
Esso, Castrol, Shell and Dunlop who 
make a film for their own use or do 
‘al with a TV company to make a pro- 
then turn it into a film for club 
fterwards, There is every sign that 
the popularity of these, more 
specialist films will be made and Ford are 
at present doing an instructional film with 
United Motion Pictures. featuring Makinen, 
Mikkola and Clark which tells a club driver 
now to start driving like the greats and what 
makes to avoid af possibie, 
So far as the forums are concerned, these 
grew out of a rash of rally schools held some 
ars ago that wound up with a forum so 
jective kings (and queens) of the 
sport could ask questions on what they had 
seen during the day. This latest series has 
been far more for entertainment which has 
made them very enjoyable to participate in, 
but the high attendances—in Hull we had 
over 650 and in Teesside over 800—has shown 
that rallying, even enjoyed secondhand, is 
still a very popular sport in Britain, 


a 


Special stage 


edited by lan Sadler 


Moroccan Rally 
first news 


‘The first Press release _has 
arrived from the Morocean Rally 
It will definitely be held though 
not now on its original date of 
May 8/12 as this would clash 
directly with the use of the same 
roads by the UDT World Cup 
which is there at the’ same time. 
Consequently, the rally has 
moved, with the sanction of the 
FIA to a date one week later, 
May 15/19. Since the decision 
not to include the Rallye du 
Maroc in the 1974 World. Rally 
Championship, something which 
Still astonishes the Moroccans 
who look on their rally as being 
One of the best organised and 
toughest events in the world, the 
rally has decided to throw its 
doors open to the cars af Group 
5 as well as the normal Groups 
1, 2, 3 and 4 of Appendix. J. 
This\ means that they. will for 
certain attract some of the Cit 
roen team in SM prototypes who 
fre not involved’ in the World 
Cup itself. In any case the rally 
Is now nicely situated one month 
after the Safari and one month 
before the Acropolis Rally. 

The plan of the rally remains 
exactly the same as for 1973 
which should” please — those 
drivers who already have notes 
Of the stages. The rally will run 
in four stages; Rabat to Fez, Fez 
to Marrakesh, Marrakesh to 
Marrakesh, and Marrakesh to 
Casablanca. ‘The total mileage is 
2400 miles with eleven special 
stages which total some 875 
miles. There will be a. special 
prize fund for private owners of 
130,000 French francs and the 
entry list closes on April 30. All 
communications regarding | the 
rally should be addressed to 
Promocourse, 74 rue Lemercier, 
75017 Paris 


© South Bucks member, Chris 
Lovell witl now not be doing the 


Firestone Rally in his Clan 
Crusader. The car is up for sale 
and. Chris. is looking to buy 
another Chrysler engined pre 


duct, this time a Group 1 Avenger 
to use in British rallies 


Fast train to 
Scottish Rally 


Motoring writer Graham Robson 
‘has chartered a train—a Motorall 
special to take cars to and 
from the International Scottish 
Rally in June. The northbound 
train will leave Kensington 
Olympia at approx 11.00 amon 
Friday, June 7, arriving at @ 
terminal in the Glasgow area in 
time for scrutineering on Satur 
day morning. The southbound 
train will leave Inverness at 
approx 8.00 pm on Thursday, 
June 13, arriving at Kensington 
Olympia at breakfast time on 
Friday. The train will cut-out 
more than 900 miles of non- 


competitive motoring and will 
obviously reap a big fuel. saving. 
All cars will be carried under 
cover, and will be driven on and 
off the train, Mr Robson estl- 
mates that a two-man crew and 
thelr car might spend £50 or 
more making the round trip by 
road (petrol at 50p+ per gallon, 
extra hotel and living expenses) 

and it is hoped that the all- 
inclusive train fare will be priced 


below this. Rally cars and ser- 
vice crews will receive priority, 
but there will be some space for 
ether cars, and for individual 
travellers. All enquiries and 
bookings shouldbe made 
through: Graham Robson, Croft 
House. Brampton, Cumberland 
CAB ISG. Telephone: Brampton 
(0697) 2166. 


Neil Wilson on TAP 


Partnering Chris Sclater on the 
TAP Rally will be Neil Wilson, 
the Chester estate agent, for 
this is his first European 
international rally. Wilson, from 
Corwen, had class wins with 
Robin Eyre Maunsell on both the 
Welsh and Scottish events last 
year and he was previously 
regular map man to Bob Jeffs. 


G2 Dolomite for rallies 


Released on Monday was news 
of a G2 prepared Triumph Dolo- 
mite fully prepared for rallying 
‘and purchased by the Birming: 
ham Post newspaper. Preparation 
is being carried out by BL Special 
Tuning and the car should be 
complete in time for the Welsh 
Rally. The Post's car, in yellow 
and white livery, will be driven 
by John Bloxham and Richard 
Harper. Back-up throughout the 
season will be provided by Col 
liers of Birmingham who will be 
using a Range Rover with a crew 
from its Rover/Triumph work- 
shops. 

‘The Sprint will have flared 
arches to accomodate six inch 
wheels. Six speeds are possible 


by using the overdrive unit with 
the ratios adjusted to give 
1200 rpm intervals between gears. 
Blue-printing and other minor 
engine modifications are expected 
to give 180 bhp. A second car will 
shortly be built for Brian Cul- 
cheth's use representing British 
Leyland International. 

The Birmingham Post has been 
actively involved in rallying for 
many years and last year spon- 
sored @ Gl Hillman Avenger, Mr 


Maurice Bright, Promotions 
Manager for" the’ Birmingham 
Post said on Monday. “We were 


very pleased with our results in 
Gi and are now looking for even 
more spectacular success with a 
more powerful car.” 


Peugeot team changes 
for Safari cars 


Last minute changes in the 
Peugeot team for the Safari have 
been caused by Henry Liddon’s 
increased responsibilities In. res- 
pect to the UDT World Cup Rally. 
Entries for this event are still 
mounting fast and there is 0 
much work to do that Henry 
had to forfeit his ride with Timo 
Makinen on the Safari in a 504. 
In his place will be John Daven- 
Port who was going out in any 
case to recce with Hannu 
Mikkola and then run the secvice 


arrangements. His job will be 
taken over by another French 
speaking co-driver, Gunnar 


Haggbom, who flew out with the 
two Finns from Gatwick on 
Monday. 


© F. English, the Bournemouth 
Rallye Sport dealers are to con- 
tinue to enter Bob Chapman and 
Simon Bretherton on stage 
events this year. Chapman will 
use the same car as last season, 
in which he finished 3rd overall 
on the BTRDA Gold Star Cham- 
pionship. On some events 
Chapman will be taking Andy 
Butt when Bretherton has other 
commitments. 


Boucles de Spa-Monopole Rally 


Five laps of 140km circuit with speed increments each lap. 


Left, Jimmy 


Bullough/Barry Hughes, Porsche Carrera. Right, Russell Brookes/John Brown, Escort Mexico GT (sixth overall). 


Chieftain Rally 


Plans for this year's Chieftain 
Rally, a non-authorisation special 
stage event due to take place on 


Easter Day, April 14th, Is due 
to be different from previous 
years, in that much ‘of the 


Fougher stages which have pre 
dominated before will be missed 
out. Nearly all the stages will use 

jrmac or concrete stages, though 
not exclusively. The-start is due 
to take place at Lodge Camp, on 
Salisbury Plain, in deference to 
the 30% fuel limitation, and the 
finish will possibly be at Leigh 
Delamere service station, At the 
moment, no airfields will be used, 
Further details in this first round 
of the BTRDA Gold Star series 
‘will follow later. 


Sos... 


Paul Faulkner, who is competing 


in his Escort RS in the Fire- 
stone Rally on March 29, 
Urgently requires an experienced 


international co-driver as he has 
been let down at the last minute, 
If anyone can assist please tele- 
phone him at Waterlooville 
59732, 
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Special stage 


More awards 
for UDT rally 


Two more £1000 awards have 
rolled into the UDT World Cup 
Rally offices. The first offer 
tomes ftom Simoniz and their 
award Is for the first British pri 
vate entrant to reach Algeciras, 
Spain, and/or the first crew. If 
‘one and the same the £1000 will 
be theirs—more than paying the 
entry fee of £650. If different 
crews; the entry fee will be paid 
by Simoniz to the first British 
private entrant with the remain- 
der going to the first crew to 
arrive there. 

The second new award, also 
of £1000, comes from the Daily 
Mirror. It is to be awarded to 
the first UK crew to reach 
Munich, provided they are driv- 
ing a British vehicle. 

“The closing date for entries 
has now been extended from 
March 1 and is now March 25, 
providing all entry fees are re: 
eelved no later than April 2, 


| Castrol 


More cash bonuses for the Castrol 
‘Avrosrort Rally Championship 
have come from Rod Badham of 
APG Gandy, manufacturers of 
components for the motor indus. 
try. The award scheme consists 
of €50 for the top Gl car and 
@ similar figure for the overall 
championship Winners. The 
awards are specifically for any 
‘competitors using APG Gandy 
parts (Brake pads, clutch plates 
etc.) throughout the series. Rod 
Badham will himself be driving 
on the championship with a Gl 
Hillman Avenger. 

Kleber have also announced 
bonuses totalling £180, The cash 
will be divided for the overal 
championship with €80 for first: 
£60 for second place and £40 for 
third, These cash awards are in 
addition to the bonuses Kleber 
offer for home internationals etc; 
and on the Castrol/AvrTosrort 


series thelr standard awards 
should coincide with the Welsh, 
Manx, Burmah, Moss Tyres, 


Tavern Woolbridge and Castrol 
Timpson rallies. 

@ Scrutineer for G1 will be Mr 
G. W. Ward. Mr Ward will be 
scrutineer for all events In the 
series. 
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Autofarm sponsor 
Marek Gierowski 


Autofarm Porsche Centre of Iver, 
Bucks, jointly run by Steve Carr 
and Josh Sadler, are to sponsor 


the lightweight Porsche Carrera 
Marek Glerowski. Glerowski 
has recently fitted a new 2.8 


lite twin ignition engine which 
he has acquired direct from th 
factory In. Stuttgart. Autofar 

to look after the vehicle f 
the coming season. Tony Me- 
jahon will be co-driving and 
thelr first event will be the Fire 
stone Rally in Spain on March 
29. Other events planned are 
the Circuit of Ireland, the Tulip 
and the Welsh. 


Vospers’ TAP team 


Vospers of Plymouth, the main 
Rallye Sport dealers, are to enter 
a three car team in the forth- 
coming TAP Rally in Portugal 
Te Is understood that they will 
be the only British team entry in 


the event. Leading the team will 
bbe the Vosper owned car of Chris 
Wathen and Tim Bosence. The 
car which was built for the 
Scottish last’ year in which 
Wathen finished 13th, uses a 
Don Moore 210 bhp 1800 ce 


‘engine, Also using a Don Moore 
engine Ip second team member 
Norman" Anstis co-driven by 


John Haswell, Anstis of course 
had the famous filmed argument 
with a tree on last year's TAP 
Rally. Third members are Barry 
Hooper and Barry Luxton also in 
fan RS1600. 


Army go V8 


Major John Hemsley and Major 
Jobn Skinner (The Light Infantry 
land Royal Electrical and Mech- 
anical Engineers respectively) will 
be the drivers of an Army entered 
car on the UDT World Cup 
Rally. 

‘Their car will be a Morris Marina 


Coupe fitted with a Rover 3500 
VB engine: on which work is 
currently under way at BLMC 


Special Tuning. The Army entry 
will be sponsored by Fodens Led. 


Duilders of heavy haulage tra 
tors. Support and service will 
come from the Royal Electrical 


and Mechanical Engineers. 


Neige et Glace 


Jean-Claude Andruet_ won last 
weekend's French Championship 
Criterium Neige et Glace for 
Lancia, beating the Renaults of 
Darniche and Therier. The 664km 
event included 151km on special 
Stages and of 78 starters there 
were 18 retirements including 
Alibelli (Alpine) with broken 
Suspension after a collision; 
Rouget (Ford Escort) and 
Nusbaumer (Alpine) both with 
clutch failure and Claude Laurent 
(Daf 66) with engine fi 


Powerful moves 
at Datsun 


ent rumours of a powerful 
new rally-machine from’ Datsun 
Seem to be gaining in. strength 
week to week and mow it can be 
confirmed that at least one of the 


new cars will be shipped from 
Japan to arrive here in early May 
The car will be a Datsun Violet 


1603 SSS," a model just recently 


arrived on the British market 
The car will feature independent 
rear suspension taken from the 
180B range and the engine Is 


1800ce with twin overhead cam 
shafts and sixteen valves. Driver's 
fame for this car has not yet 
been released. 


Mike Greasley of Datsun will 

ersonally sitting next to his 
driver for the Circuit of Ireland. 
Alec Poole will be at the wheel 


of the Datsun entry which is like- 
'y to be the ex-Moto Kitano 1200 


Newcastle upon Tyne; April 18th, 
Birmingham: April 18th, “Man- 
chester; April 22nd, Derby: April 
22nd. Portsmouth; April 23rd, 
Exeter; April 24th, Bristol; April 
25th, London. An additional round 
may be added to cater for the 
Targe number of clubs entered in 
South London. 


© George Hill, 1971 C/MN road 
rally champion, plans a mixed 
year in the Martins Group Vaux- 


halls. Two. cars are due to be 
Used, the Group 5 Firenza which 


Martins bought from DTV for 
whom Hill drove until just be- 
fore the RAC last year, and a 


Group 2 Viva. George plans to 
use the Viva for free formula 
events, like the Tour of Mull 
‘athe won last year and other 
N events with Kelth Wood as 
navigator, whilst the Firenza will 
be used with various navigators 
on events stich as the Castrol/ 
AurosoRT series and events for 
which GS cars are not permitted. 
@ The BTRDA have announced 
that the Gold Star Rally Cham: 


Sunny racer used by Shekhar | Pionship_has now opened for 
BERRY een AN. Fuerst ines | nrion, The frat three evente of 
mip ‘be replaced for the Clreut | 13 event. Chieftain Rally, April 
may ‘be replaced for the Clreult | 14 ath MC/British Army Motor- 
with the 130 bhp fuel inlected | ing ‘Association, 2nd event, Tour 
saloon car races last year of Lines, April 27, Lincolnshire 
Ac/iough MC. 3rd event, ‘Der- 
tent Rally, April 28, Workington 

BRIEFLY. Mc 
‘Application forms forthe 
© Evening dates for Ford Rallye serier are available from Mrs D. 
Sports Club's Indoor Green, 8. Cambridge. "Avenue 
Rally Champ cham: Buckingham Road, Wilmslow, 
pions funsing Tor the two top Cheshire. "The format wil. be 
ier in the series afe'as follows, similar to last year. with the 


Apel 16th, Edinburgh; April 17th, 


accent on club drivers 


Safari 


here's one from Shekhar Mehta 


on an early recce. 
ee 


We recently published pictures from Vie Preston Junior — 


He found this bridge recenty while 


Purely personal 


ever to 
find out something 
about him.” 


PETER NEWTON 


A Grand Prix 
to remember 


Ever since the days of my youth, and today 
that feels like a very long long time ago, 1 
have been an ardent reader and. stalwart 
supporter of certain thriller writers, Amongst 
my personal virtuosi were such names as 
Gavin Lyall, Geoffrey Jenkins, Hammond 
Innes, Nevil’ Shute, and of course, Alistair 
Maclean, For me there was a time. when 
Maclean could do no wrong and I would 
scarcely hear a word said against his work— 
OF at the very least 1 would consider the 
instigator of any criticism with something 

yproaching contempt. Just asthe cinema 
and the Church contrive to be, fictional 
Mterature is a very welcome and necessary 
form of escapism, whether one be drowning 
the drab realities of consumerism, the horrors 
of academic endeavour, or merely fighting a 
fear of the dark, One thus naturally expects 
events, people and plots to be somewhat 
larger than lite. 

Having become not a little disiilusioned 


with some of my favourite authors, and 
Maclean in particular in recent years, I 
approached his latest offering, a yarn revolv: 


ing around motor racing, with a mixture of 
trepidation and pleasurable anticipation. Here 
was @ master story-teller and sometime meti- 
culous researcher attempting to weave 9 story 
around the sport that had fascinated me since 
the days before I could read a book. I 
finished this particular book some time ago 
Row, and the disappointment of its memory 
and’ annoyance at its slant remains: being 
prompted in this instance by somewhat simi- 
lar feelings on the completion of Arthur 
Halley's "Wheels." 

One is, of course, not expected to take 
fictional thrillers seriously, but one of their 
most absorbing aspects Is meticulous atten: 
tion to technical details. Correct descriptions 
of mechanical apparatus, techniques, weapons 
ete tends to heighten not merely credibility, 
but understanding and hence interest. The 
Uubiquitous Irish jokes are always bes: related 
by an Irishman. One of Maclean's greatest 
attributes was his apparent enthusiasm for 
certain kinds of significant detail. Lacon: 
descriptions such as the inimitable “Colt 4! 
Piece at the beginning of “When Eight Bells 
Toll," or of the modern workings and func- 
tions of the nuclear attack submarine “Dol- 
phin” in “Ice Station Zebra” were often as 
foreboding and absorbing in themselves as 
the story itself, So how does Mr Maclean 
deal with a quasi-Formula 1 setting as a 
backdrop against which to portray the ex: 
ploits of his latest dillitante? 

Certainly all the Iads from the comle strips 
are there, and our hero gets the girl in the 
ind. This’ is nothing new in Maclean stories, 
it is the manner of their presentation that 
provides the adrenalin. The story, however, is 
weak and) somehow transient, rather as 
though the author had little or no enthu- 
siasm for it. The characters have a plastic 
Predictability which shows similarities with 
“Wheels.” and the dialogue is stilted and 


repetitive. Aside from the more general 
criticisms, the story, to the motor sport 
enthusiast (or perhaps just myself, is dis- 
tressingly inadequate for a number of other 
reasons. First, we are treated to. the 
Maclean-style Grand Prix “circus,” and very 
clown-like they are, too. Amongst this “Fred 
Karno” GPDA is to be found all the petulance 
and bigotted buffoonery one might associate 
with the Women's Institute, only the venues 
are different. Instead of Hillingdon Town Hall 
or Norbiton Civic Centre, it is the paddock 
at NOrburgring or Monza. The characters that 
jump into and out of this menagerie are 
laughably stereotyped, not only in word, deed 
and appearance—but also in name. Indeed 
the names and the plasticity that drew my 
derision in “Wheels” (eg Brett de Losanto, 
the disillusioned do-gooding designer and his 
boringly predictable cronies, the Trentons) 
have their parallels here. First, the greate, 
driver the world has ever known, one Johnny 
Harlow. He is good at everything, in- 
cluding, no doubt, filling in his tax form, if 
we were ever allowed to find out something 
about him. All we know for sure Is that he 
is not really a drunkard, but is brave, tough, 
loyal and compassionate, and is an athletic 
amateur detective on his evenings off 

and, of course, he gets the girl. Then there 
Is his team-mate, the “outrageously hand 
some Nicola Tracchia, Latin lover and No. 2 
driver extraordinary. Such qualities as he is 
graced with are perhaps best suited to copies 
of “Boys Own"—egacentric, short-tempered, 
intolers 


be world cham- 
pon, the internationally famous Willi New- 
bauer, a blond Austrian in the best traditions 
of the reserved, distant racing driver 

the inevitable man of action not words, close 
friends with the dreaded Tracchia. “These 
Agures; along with the rotund. millionaire 
Coronado team ‘boss, James McAlpine, and 
the sound-thinking,  straight-talking team 
manager, Alexis Dunnet; form the basis of 
the Maciean idea of Formula 1. On the sex- 
interest side, perhaps the less said the better. 
The girl is naive, beautiful with the predict- 
able bewitching smile, and prone to frequent 
exclamations of, "Oh Johnny!” and fits of 
hysteria. She Is loving, warm and affectionate 
ete ete ‘a. genuine too-good-to-be-true 
Inflatable model. 

One assumes that the author has done 
some research into his chosen subject, even 
if it was completed by hearsay. On this basis 
fone can derive some amusement from the 
researcher's impressions of the “real thing,” 
and it is possible if one allows oneself to 
become very silly for a moment to fit faces 
to real life counterparts. Suffice to say here 
that there are or were rotund wealthy team 
bosses and straighttalking managers, rug. 
gedly handsome ‘Latin lovers and remote 
Nordic champions, but that is about as. far 
as it goes. 

Some of this might have been bearable, 
but a delicate constitution was finally thrown 
into turmoil by a series of fundamental 
errors that it would have been possible to 
Shrug off bu: for their excruciating nature 
The fun starts on page 1 where our hero, 
involved in a lurid 180-mph shunt is “miracu- 
ously thrown clear” out of the tight 
fitting all-enveloping “Coronado monocoque, 

of his full harness seat and crutch belts, 
fand on to the soft inviting tarmac, to land 
uninjured. To add that he was accorded this 
tremendous feat before hig car had actually 
overturned is perhaps superfluous. When one 
considers the recent incidents that have 
involved Clay Regazzoni and Andrea de 
Adamich, or the horrifying disaster of Roger 


Williamson, chis piece of lunacy ceases to 
be remotely acceptable. A few pages later 
we are led to understand that this accident 


involved a backmarker, a Ferrari, which was 
both privately entered and vintage! A great 
deal of accidents in motor racing have been 


caused by large speed differentials between 
the competing cars—one does not have to 
look further than the tragedy at Silverstone 
last year to see a classic example—but one 
would have hoped that even this “Fred 
Karno” GPDA might have had something to 
say about that entrant. We learn later that 
the FI Coronado’s engine runs on carburet- 
ters. Is this the secret of its success or is 
Mr Maclean confusing it with F5000, early 
Cooper Maseratis or his own car? Bur then 
it has other advantages over the opposition 
as well—nothing less than headlights pre- 
sumably, to help find the way off the Flug. 
platz on those dark days in the Eiffel 
mountains. . . . Coronado think of everything. 
Finally we learn that Harlow has somethi 
tantamount to infra-red eyesight, During 
dream-like car chase finale, he casually admits 
that he is quite capable of identifying the 
driver of a car ahead, at long range, 

dark, on a tricky mountain pass; all this while 
Betting the Ferrari all crossed up. into. the 
Dargain. This eyesight attribute could bi 
usefully employed in rallying. Until now we 
have had merely our ears to distinguish the 
Saabs, BDAs, Flats and Porsches at such 
ranges, 

‘There are other amusing encounters in the 
book. One which I recall is a scene where 
the rotund wealthy team boss is explaining 
to the sound-thinking straight-talking team 
manager the machinations and finer points of 
sponsorship. Is it really like this Mr Maclean? 
Tne book would appear to do no good at all 
for motor racing's image, and one could 
dismiss it with a yawn were it not for the 
fact that the author can and should do a lot 
better than this. To my mind the book 
completely fails to catch the atmosphere of 
Grand Prix racing; something which he might 
have been able to do well if he had concen- 
trated less on the sensational. The press, 
however, were ecstatic. The Bristol Evening 
Post commented: ". . . he displays all his 
descriptive skills in capturing the cruel, biting 
atmosphere of one of the harshest environ: 
ments in the world,” I've been wrong before. 
Some people found the film. "Grand Prix” 
convincing, but Twas very dis 
Steve MacQueen's "Le Mans” mani 
avoid the pitfalls inherent in a serious story, 
apart from one inept indiscretion in a cara. 
van. and was much the better for it. 1 only 
Wished I'd kept my childhood plastic. steering 
wheel attachment to fix to the nearest seat 
back! 
© Just recently 1 was fortunate enough to be 
invited to try out the new Lancia Beta coupé 
In a really sensible environment—namely the 
mountain passes of Monaco and. Southern 
France. The roads there are a stern test of a 
car and driver's qualities, and we soon found 
the route to the La Turble hillclimb section 
over which we spent a most exciting and 
revealing few hours, The rellef, we felt, not 
just at getting away from overcast strike- 
bound England, and into 65" Monte Carlo; 
but also to be once again amongst a keen 
motoring orientated community, relatively 
free from our suffocatingly petty bureaucra 
restrictions—was mirrored both in the aot 
ties on the mountainsides, and in the bars. 

The south of France would seem to be 
an idyllic area to live in during the winter 
months. The mountains are left mainly to 
wildlife (and errant ex-patriot motoring 
Journalists!) whilst the temperature resembles 
that of England in late May and early June, 
Climb 3,000ft and the air is crisp and cold, 
the silence total. Dark inviting bars and local 
wines beckon from the villages and the peace 
is uncanny, 

The Lancia stood up magnificently to the 
treatment we gave it; and after several hours 
at or around its maximum permissible rpm in 
the lower three ratios, the engine was as 
sweet, tractable and unmoved as when we 
first threaded it through the busy streets of 
Monte Carlo, and swung on to course for 
the mountains, 
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OULTON PARK 


Brian Henton 
wins first 
F3 race 


Despite an apparent lack of enthusiasm by 
organisers, competitors and sponsors the new 
enlarged Formula 3 took off at Oulton Park 
last Saturday with five starters, (wo more 
than arrived at Mallory Park in 1971 for the 
first 1600 ce race in this country. If the 
promoters would only have faith and stop 
putting all their eggs in the Atlantic basket 
there is no reason why the 2-litre category 
should not be just as successful as its pre~ 
decessor, and certainly cheaper than Formula 
Auantic. Brian Henton in the Brazilian- 
‘Sponsored works March powered by the only 
Holbay/Pinto engine in the race, won after a 
sensational spin at the end of ‘the first 
had relegated him to last in the concurres 
Formula Ford event. Apart from Henton’ 
remarkable recovery drive the other high- 
Tight of @ bitterly cold afternoon was Gerry 
Marshall's win and new lap record in the 
Simoniz special saloon race with the DTV 
Firenza despite a heavy cold and Chris Meek. 
‘Organisation was in the hands of the Mi 
Cheshire MRC who contributed to the energy 
ferisis by attracting small entries for all but 
the FF event. If they keep this up there 
Won't be any need to reduce the number of 
Iaps oF races! 


Vermitio, Fox and Hawkins battle out the 
lead of the first BOC FF round. 


Thirteen cars acrived on the grid for the 
opening Triplex production saloon event. 
‘Jenny Birrell’s Simca Rallye 11 having been 
excluded because it was omitted from the 
‘Autocar Buyer's Guide although It is eligible 
for the Castrol championship and is freely 
available in this country. Tom Leake's 
Rallye 1 was in trouble, too, because it costs 
£999.20 and four bob was enough to elevate 
him ‘out of the £999 class. Funny world! 
Former Escort Sport driver Malcolm West 
snaked his Camaro off row two to lead into 
Old Hall from pole position occupant Brian 
Pepper having his first ever race in a similar 
Camaro, both of them prepared by Stuart 
Graham. West was never troubled after that 
and gave his car its second victory in two 
Weeks for it won last week at Brands in the 
hands of Nigel Stovin-Bradford. Bob  Rid- 
gard's Camaro lasted one lap in second place 
Before retiring with overheating but Pepper 
continued to circulate competently until first 
the tail pipe fell off and then an oil pipe 
broke, causing a minor conflagration which 
was speedily extinguished at Esso, where 
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Brian Henton on his way to vietory in the Lombard F3 race. 


Barrie Williams was already spectating after 
spinning the GN Vauxhall Magnum to a halt 
with a broken prop shaft oa the first lap. 

Pepper's departure allowed Alfa Romeo 
exponent Jon Dooley to take second place 
with the smart Alfetta, the Italian car holding 
off a strong challenge from the Dolomite 
Sprint of novice Bob Saunders in the closing 
stages. Alan Minshaw's natty Avenger GT 
won the £1,249 class by a good distance from 
Bill Sydenham’s similar car while Tony 
Stubbs continued the Moskvich tradition of 
cleaning up the bargain basement with the 
only Russian in the race, Simon Watson's 
rorty Imp having retired early on with fuel 
surge. 

‘The first round of the BOC series attracted 
an excellent entry with many familiar faces 
from last year joined by returnee Bernard 
Vermilio in a new Van Diemen, declaring he 
was enjoying himself more than ever now 
that he was out of F3. Pole position, now 
fon the Inside of the circuit for some reason, 
was occupied by John Murphy's Hawke DL 
flanked by the similar car of Syd Fox and 

yermilio. “A surprise on the second row was 
Scotsman Norman Dickson In a Crossié 25F 
but his performance in the race hardly lived 
Up to this and eyebrows were raised. Vermilio 
was first into Old Hall from Fox while the 
Inevitable accident happened behind when 
Patrick Neve gave a lesson in how to spin a 
Lola and eliminated himself and one or two 
others including Peter White's Palliser and 
Stephen South's Ray. Fox took over at 
Knickerbrook and hung on for a lap before 
Vermilio repassed. Richard Hawkins, hav. 
ing his first race In the new works ‘Dulon 
MPISB moved rapidly up to third challenged 
by Richard Morgan's kay 73F, Murphy. 
Graham Cuthbert’s Van Diemen and Tift 

jeedell's Elden PHIOC. The midfield was 
thinned even more a lap later at Cascades in 
@ spectacular pile-up in which Keith Wilson's 
Jet Gaz Jamun T3B was badly damaged by a 
wheel descending from the sky! 

By half distance Hawkins was beginning 
te challenge for Vermilio's second place while 
the latter had the first signs of fuel starva- 
tion which was to plague him for the rest of 
the race. Morgan went missing a lap laiter 
when he spun at Knickerbrook sustaining 
minor damage while the pressure from Haw- 
kins put Vermilio briefly back in front. On 
lap 7 it was Fox again and he seemed to 
have made a break for victory. Unfortu- 
nately his visor had come loose, allowing the 
cold air stream to get at his eyes which 
watered. ‘On the last lap, approaching Esso, 
he misjudged his breaking; locked up and hit 
the armeo. Ina flash Hawkins, who had just 
overtaken Vermilio, was past and this pair 
crossed the line almost together but with 
Dulon ahead for a most satisfying first-time 
win. Fox's car was damaged sufficiently to 
Feduce it 9 a crawl so that third was taken 
by Needell who went well to head off Cuth- 
bert and Murphy. Despite a spin Matthew 
‘Argenti’s new Merlyn Mk 25 finished sixth 


but, out of 28 starters, only half finished at 
all, ‘the rest being eliminated in accidents. 
‘With Chris, Meck on pole in Princess Ita's 
Escort BDG and Gerry Marshall alongside 
suifering from flu in the DTV Firenza the 
Simoniz Special Saloon round had the make 
ings of a tremendous duel but it was not to 
be. Meek fluffed his start badly when the 
fuel pressure dropped and got away in about 
10th place which Marshall made full use of 
to pull out a 10 5 lead on the first lap, at 
the end of which Meck was already third 
behind Nick Whiting’s smart Escort FVC. 
Instead of the gap reducing, It was extended 
by Marshall lap by lap until he had taken a 
second off the lap record and equalled John 
Fitzpatrick’s 1971 G2 Escort time. A flurry 
of sleet on the already olly track after the 
FFs made conditions extremely tricky and 
Whiting left the road at Island. Meek per- 
severed in second place in his twitchy Escort, 
fn oll leak from a loose pipe making his task 
no easier so that he finished well behind the 
flying Marshall who also had his troubles on 
the last two laps when the car mysteriously 


cut out at’ Knickerbrook and only just 
restarted, 
The L-litre Imps of Jeff Ward and Alex 


Clacher followed the three leaders with 
Clacher also setting a new class record before 
eaving the road at with minor 
damage to his almo 

the slippery surface. 


‘Ward was thus a 
worthy winner for the second week in suc: 


cession. Of the Minis, none of the faster 
1300 Cooper Ss survived and the best was 
Peter Baldwin's 1-litre — Holbay - powere 
example, hastily rebuilt after its Brands 
Shunt, which found time for a spin at Old 
Hall ‘on its way to fourth overall. Neil 
Dineen’s Longmans-Green &50 Mini inevitably 
won the baby class, equalling his partner 
Peter Crouch's lap record in the process. 

‘Seven F3s arrived at circuit but two were 
eliminated in practice. Barrie Maskell's 
Dastle Mk 108 blew two pistons in its hack 
1973 Holbay while a head gasket failed in the 
Holbay-prepared Pinto engine of José Chat- 
eaubriand’s new March 743 which had only 
been finished the day before. Chateaubriand 
has brought with him enough sponsorship 
from a Brazilian bank, wheel and steering 
wheel manufacturers to pay for himself and 
Brian Henton in the works 743 which was 
also finished only 24 hours earlier. Henton 
managed only two practice laps because of a 
Sticking throttle. On the pole position was 
Bob Arnott with the very smart Modus MI 
powered by an enlarged Lotus/Ford twin-cam 
by Neil Brown. Tony Rouff and José Espirito 
Santo had their 1973 GRD and March res- 
pectively while the grid was completed by 
former kartist Peter Dugdale in the ex-Robarts 
March 733 in 1973 trim. 

From the second row Henton used the 160 
bhp of the Pinto engine to take the lead 


Continued overleaf 


a 


OULTON—continued 


which he held for all but the last few yards 
Of the first lap when the March got away 
from him on the treacherous surface at the 
top of Deer Leap and spun into the bank. 
‘The small field of F3s and the following FFs 
scurried past before the March restarted with 
Arnott now well in front, and seemingly 
‘assured of victory. Henton, however, was in 
@ determined mood and had 15 laps to do 
something. Once the errant FFs had been 
Regotiated Henton was on his way. By lap 
nine he had caught Santo and Rouff who 
were following each other round and almost 
simultaneously it drizzled again. Arnott 
promptly spun at Cascades but restarted with 
his lead down to five secs. A lap later he 
did it again and this time the car failed to 
restart, leaving Arnott stranded and Henton 
to carry on an easy winner for Santo had 
also spun at Cascades and clobbered the 
rier before creeping round to the pits to 
retire while Rouff spun on Top Straight and 
took off a wing tab agminst the Armco before 
Fesuming, now second. After a spin at Old 
Hall Dugdale completed the F3 finishers 
down among the FFs. Ed Wilcox won this 
section In his old but repainted Merlyn Mk 
LIA after a battle with Richard Eyre's Dulon 
MPIS. 

‘A poorly supported special saloon race for 
the Alan Brown Trophy completed the five 
race programme and provided some consol 
tion for the unfortunates from the earlier 
event. Tony Sugden’s Escort, now fitted with 
@ home-assembled Cosworth BDG which is 
fot yet running right, was nevertheless good 
enough to beat Paul Taft's Cooper 5, 
front end of which had not quit 
from 


race. Jeff 
class win 
by putting a rod through the side so Robin 
Farquhar’s Cooper S came third after an oil 
pipe to the radiator had not blown off for 
once, 
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Better driving 


1 read with interest John Davenport's article 
of February 28 and would agree with his 
‘comment relating to our schools. Until. pre- 
driver training is included in school pro- 
grammes we cannot expect the driver of 
tomorrow to understand there is more to It 
than sitting behind the steering wheel. It 
has been said that “L™ drivers are taught 
to pass the test and lear to drive after- 
wards and under our present system this is 
very true, 

‘We, as an association which is interested 
in better driving and seeking to improve our 
skills, have a series of tests which are all 
related to driver education. Whilst one's, 
of course, the practical driving test, a second 
is given over to a written paper completely 
devoted to the Highway Code. Another is 
known as the Roadcraft examination which is 
also a written paper but of three hours’ 
duration taking in such subjects as night 
driving. driving in wet, snow and ice, fast 
roads and on motorways, the law, technical 
aspects of your car or motorcycle which are 
ome of the 10 sections into which the 
examination Is divided 

Our founder, the late Ted Lambert, had 
many far seeking ideas and it is a credit to 
his memory the principles of our tests today 
fare sull those he devised in 1958 when the 
association was formed. We, together with 
similar organisations, are still a voice in the 
wilderness. 

‘The country’s education system allows 
years of study for children to learn. thelr 
three Re but yet after only a brief period of 
driving instruction they are let loose on our 
roads in full control of machin 
be lethal if handled inexpertly — 
tion is a must for the future 
Warrono, Herts. R. McK. Watxer 

(Member of Board of Governors, 
The Cor & Motoreyele Drivers! 
‘Association Ltd). 


Jim Clark Trophy 


Referring to the Correspondence column of 
February 21, we should like to inform you 
that the title “Jim Clark Memorial Trophy ” 
exists since 1969 for the Formula 2 European 
Championship race in Hockenheitn, First win- 
ner of the trophy was Jean-Pierre Beltoise, 
who received the trophy from the hands of 
Jimmy's father, Mr James Clark. As every 
year we have invited Mr James. Clark 
to come to this year's race and 
that he is able to make the journey. 
This might be interesting to all your readers 
and especially to Mr David Wisdom, Whitley, 
Coventry. 
WIESBADEN, Genmary. E. Brezive 
‘(Automoblictub von Deutschiand) 


Bad Witch 


Come, come, Mike (Hans Christian) Doodson, 
we can read enough half truths in our daily 
ress, so must we also put up with it in our 
‘own motoring magazines. I refer, of course, 
to the Ronnie Peterson article. 

1 found no mention of the fact that the 
“unsafe” FI car, supplied by the Bad Witch 
March, was driven into second place in the 
1971 Drivers’ World Championship by (was it 
the same fellow?) Ronnie Peterson. Strangs 
Still stranger, no mention of that Ronni 
Peterson, once agai 
the Bad Witch, winning the European F2 
‘Championship in 1971 

‘As to that difficult 701 : no mention of the 
20 or 30 cars behind it on the grid of its 
first ever race—were the others extra difi- 
cult? That “breaking” gearbox? was the same 
as fitted to the Good Fairy's cars! 


Correspondence 


The editor is not bound to agree 


with readers'opinions 


As for the Good Fairy’s car—only one 
mechanical failure in 1973 in FI? Pull the 
other one. And the Good Fairy's real small 
car? we are still waiting for the Star in 
the West to shine. “What Star?” says H.C 
Doodson, * it’s not in my story.’ 

1 do not deny the success of the Good 
Fairy’s Fl cars, nor the failure of 
Witch's 721X, "but I cannot bell 
Ronnie deliberately set out to discredit March 
and tell only half the story—so how did 
this happen? 
MAIDENHEAD. 


Pere Kenn, 


Formula 1 Capri 


Walter Hayes nearly sold me a Capri 3100 
while I was reading Aurosront’s recent inter- 
view with him. After all, if the new racing. 
Capri could come third in a Formula 1 Grand 
Prix (as Mr Hayes thinks), then even the 
ordinary road-going version’ must be pretty 
exceptional. 

But, alas for the local Ford dealer, just as 1 
was looking for my cheque-book amongst a 
pile of AUTOsPORTS opened at various pages, 
I noticed an article announcing the latest Paul 
Ricard times recorded by the new demon 
Capri—2_m 0.8 5, Autosport’ last. week 
reported times of I'm 47.8 5 by James Hunt’ 
Hesketh. I'm no mathematician, but 1 man- 


in FL) 
Joking apart, I think the normally sensible 
Walter Hayes’ has unfortunately caught 


touch of the Louls Stanley's. Let's hope he 


PETERSFIELD, HAMPSHIRE, RICHARD B. JARVIS, 


Super Vee’s place 


What an excellent article Pete Lyons wrote 
‘on John Morrison's Super Vee, but I see there 
is @ difference of opinion in’ the AUTosroRT 
camp. The editorial declares that Formula 3 
should not be taken over by Super Formula 
Ford as an International formula is required 

per 


‘good prize money and proper 
rs (as Pete Lyons found out) 
reasonable outlay. What more could one ask? 
Hounstow, MIDDLESEX. MICHAEL Lock 


COLOUR CENTRE 


‘Our colour centre spread this week shows 
the new Wella for Men Formula 
Atlantic March 74B in action at Mallory 
Park. The car was given its race debut last 
weekend by American Ted Wentz, who 
won the car as a prize for winning the 
Wella Formula Ford Championship. last 
year. 

Wella, manufacturers of hair care goods 


for men. entered motor racing last season 


when they sponsored the very popular 
BARC organised Formula Ford Champion- 
‘ship. Wentz, as champion, expected to re- 
ceive an oil painting os a prize but was 
given the March instead which he will 
campaign in all Atlantic races this year— 
an excellent follow-up sponsorship pro- 
gramme by Wella who are continuing to 
Sponsor the FF series as well this season. 
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The British Army 
Motoring Association. 
One of the fringe 
benefits of taking a Short 
Service Commission. 


If you walk into the Army Officer Selection Centre 
and say you want to be an Officer because you like cars, 
they'll probably say ‘thank you very much why don’t you 
start a garage? 

We look for a far wider range of interests, and qualities 
which sound a bit hackneyed when listed: maturity, confi- 
dence, judgement...but which, nevertheless, are very real. 
And we'e prepared to pay for them. 

Asa Second Lieutenant you'll earn £1,825. As a graduate, 
£2,318. And at the end of three years you'll have a tax free 
gratuity of £975. 

Furthermore, we find that the right sporting activities 
do a lot to develop these qualities. And if you're interested 
in cars, for instance, you can drive more vehicles than you 
dreamed existed. 

From Ferret scout cars through Land Rovers and 
amphibious vehicles to Chieftain Tanks. In addition, the 
Army enters many international rallies. These include the 
R.A.C. and R.S.A.C. Rallies— the London Sydney Marathon, 
World Cup Rally etc. 

To be part of the team you have to be under 26 and able 
to prove you're good enough and fit enough. Which will start 
the moment you write a letter to Major K.S. Robson, Dept. A5, 
Lansdowne House, Berkeley Square, London W1X 6AA 
telling him your age and educational qualifications. 


<> Army Officer 


unday August ith 
a” August 26th 
Oct. 27th 


Brands Hatch 

Wella Day at Thruxton 

Thruxton 

Llandow 

Oulton Park 

Silverstone 

Snetterton 

Brands Hatch 

Cadwell Park 
Silverstone 4 
Mallory Park 

Brands Hatch 
Castle Combe 

Thruxton 


1974 JOHN PLAYER FORMULA ATLANTIC CHAMPIONSHIP ROUNDS 


Sunday 
Sunday 
Sunday 
Sunday 
Sunday 
Sunday 
Sank 
"Monday 
Saturday 
Sunday 
Sat/Sun 
Sunday 
Saturday 
Sunday 


March 10th 
March 17th 
April 7th 
April 14th 
May 5th 
May 12th 
May 27th 
July 20th 
August 25th 
Sept. 7/8th 
Sept. 22nd 
Sept. 28th 
Oct. 6th 


Mallory Park 
Brands Hatch 
Silverstone 
Snetterton 
Oulton Park 
Silverstone 
Mallory Park 
Brands Hatch 
Mallory Park 
Phoenix Park 
Mondello Park 
Brands Hatch 
Oulton Park 


Take alap of honour, 
Gerry Marshall 


Since Gerry Marshall and the 
Dealer Team Vauxhall Thames TV 
Firenza got together, they've almost 
made a habit of winning. 

They've romped home first in 
45 races, shattered 8 saloon car 
records, won the BARC Forward Trust 
Saloon Car Championship outright in 
1972, and come first in the Forward 
Trust ‘over 1300cc’ class in 1973. 

It says a lot for the DTV team 
who kept the Firenza in winning form. 
With its 16-valve, fuel-injected 
Vauxhall engine this great car blasts 
from a standing start to reach 60 mph 
in 4 seconds, 100 mph in 12 seconds, 
Y4 mile in 12-5 seconds. And its 
maximum is a sizzling 146 mph. 


With performance like this, and 
a driver like Gerry it's no wonder DTV 
are coming on strong. 

We're proving and improving 
our range of DTV Sportsparts. 

We're learning lots. And our 
experience is paying off in even better 
Vauxhalls for race, rally and road. Like 
Geny’s hot new 500 bhp 
V8 Ventora. Like the 
great new range of 
swift, sweet-handling 
Vauxhall Magnums. 

And like the 
exciting new 120+ mph 
Firenza scheduled for 
standard production 
this year. 


Kaye Griffiths won two rac 


SILVERSTONE 


F Fords produce 
best racing 


The Midland Automobile Club, as usual, 
organised the opening race meeting at Silver. 
stone last Saturday which comprised six 
faces (two for FFs) ands high speed tral In 
bitterly cold but mostly dry conditions. Kaye 
Griffiths flelded his Led Zeppelin 8.3 MeLaren 
MBE and shattered the opposition to win two 
races, even getting down to a 57.8 s lap on 


Following a 15 m high speed trial in which 
alt but two or three competitors qualified for 
fan award the first Silverstone race of 1974 
was for FFs. As usual a large entry had been 
received so a second race was scheduled to 
Rive every entry a race. Although the grid 
Contained a number of new names it was two 
seasoned campaigners Dave (Royal 
RP16) and Lou De Marco (Merlyn Mk20A) 
who broke away from the field and fought an 
exciting race long duel for the tead, swapping 
positions often twice a lap. On the Inst run 
Into Woodcote Barkas held his line solidly 
despite De Marco trying a demon out braking 
manoeuvre up the inside which resulted in 
him getting rather tweaked up and having to 
for second. Jim Walsh was a close third 
of Wally Liles (Lola T204) and Ken Silverstone 
(Hawke DL11) who had two drivers spin right 
in front of him at Woodcote on consecutive 
laps, one of which was John Skinner (Dulon 
MPI5) who recovered to finish sixth. 
Next out was a field of 14 Mini Seven cars 


Mini 7 antics with Jim Mancey leading Hugo Hoyle whil 
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with his Led Zeppelin 8.3 McLaren M61 


and right from the start Jim Mancey held the 
Tead although he was challenged throughout 
by Norman Finn and also Hugo Hoyle until 
bis Oselli car cut out on the last lap and he 
fell from contention, Richard Williams was 
well placed on lap one but was sent spinning 
In Woodcote after # bit of elbowing. Alan 
Seekers pulled well through the field from a 
lowly ged place to take a good third from 
Chris Marles boot flapping Mini which seemed 
larming tendency to oversteer but 
to-hold off Joe Ruble 
‘A poor field of 11. Sports GT cars came out 
next, half of which were modsports cars. John 
Corfield's Bradshaw Plant Hire Martin BM1O 
sat on pole after the wet practice but with 
Kaye Griffith's multi coloured McLaren along- 
side on a now dry track the result was én no 
doubt. Griffiths blasted away and although 
Corfield hung on gamely for a lap the McLaren 
then pulled away at the rate of & sa lap to 
decimate the opposition. Griffiths drove 
‘Superbly considering the conditions and lapped 
the whole field, Corfield was a safe second 
well ahead of Silverstone regular Dickie 
Metcalfe (Lotus 23C), Next up was the only 
dice of the race—for victory in the small 
class. Rupert Glydon's Lola Climax was much 
quicker down the straights but Mike Dono- 
van's competitive modsports MG Midget 
caught him round the corners and desp! 
leading him at Becketts never quite managed 
to beat the Lola over the ling and had to 
concede defeat by a mere 0.4 5, but had the 
consolation of fastest lap. 

The second Kidderminster Motors FF race 
was the best of the day with Doug Bassett 
disputing the lead all the way with Adrian 
Reynard's Reynard. Adrian (who is co-director 
of racing components firm Sabre Automotive 
with ex-March Bill Stone), was having 
his first real race with the car he is now 
putting into production, and battled closely 
with the more experienced Bassett and despit 
passing the Alexis in a demon outbraking bid 
‘on the last lap he ran wide allowing Doug to 


Richard Williams gets it all wrong. 


nip through and win by a fifth of a second. 
‘An equally close battle was raging for third 
place and Brendan Deschamps (Hawke DL11) 
make a late bid to just beat Dave Fairclo 
(Lotus 61M), Richard Wills (MRET73F) and 
Barry Howard (Royale RPI6A), 

Tony Strawson's ex-Mick Hill Capri 
(sporting a new front spoiler since last season) 
looked secure on pole position for the special 
saloon race as the rest of the field was almost 
entirely Minis and Imps. Sure enough Straw- 
son romped away to a clear victory. David 
Hancock. wa 
Cooper S$ ahead of 
disputing third place. John Ril 
Clarke fought throughout the race but on the 
last lap Riley hung his tail out while leading 
through Woodcote, got sideways and was 
collected by Clarke. Riley spun into the wall 
of the Steward's enclosure to retirement while 
Clarke finished sans fibreglass front. Neither 
driver was hurt although Riley's car was quite 
bent, Roger Saunders (Cooper S) was next up 
from Malcolm Johnstone's 1.0 Cooper_ which 
won the small class after Graham Goode's 
Anglia, with which it had been dicing, spun 
off at ‘Becketts on lap seven. 

‘A12 lap formule libre race supported by 
Fairley Steels closed the day with Rob 
Cooper's FA March 73B on pole and Kaye 
Griffiths alongside. Cooper made a demon 
start and led the thundering MeLaren into 
Copse. As the field approached Woodcote afte 
ip Cooper led Griffiths, Philip 20 
ibham BT36) and Steve Malins (1.6 Brabham 
BT21A). Cooper understeered wide and 
Griffiths took the lead but Cooper fought back 
to lead at Copse only to spin off at Becketts 
‘as the twitchy March caught him out. 
Griffiths then pulled away to another comfort= 
able win and the 


Malins was unlucky to lose third place on 1a 
nine after running out of petrol—the filling 

tion was closed just before the start of 
the race! This left Cooper to tackle Barak 
‘only for Rob to run out of petrol on the last 
lap. He wasn’t trying to save the 5ip a gallon 
S-star—he thought it was an eight lap race! 


‘morally earned third place—it just wasn't his 


day! 
PETER RICHINGS 


fan SO 


St ermue rae clap 3, ae 
ha * 


13> Jor doe oe cram 2, Gurdon: 2. 


snob "statin 


I Ranconh #2 98 moh 2, Charan: 
indus. Paste inp! Hanesch and Chart n OHS 


Road test by John Bolster 


Remodelled BMW 2002 Tii 


The BMW 2002 has been manufactured for 
fears. As is well known 


rear while the interior has been remodelled. 


with jonal sound Insulation. The mecha: 


lused and the disc front and 
have twin servos 
Since I last te 


d this model, the price has 
£900. One doesn't get 
Fall that money bu 


fuel injection, 
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Road test 


anding, permitting top gear to be used 

se petrol. The 
te wheelspin 
wet roads, but the car 
controllable under these 


plenty of character. The 2002 may be used 
, though it is best for the 
pushing their seats 
gage boot Is surprisingly 
tor a f such moderate size 
The ugh sheer performance takes second 
place at the moment, It Is pleasant to know 
hat the maximum speed is not far short of 
120 mph and a reading of 125 mph is easily 
mistic speedo: 
i. perhaps, is the smooth 


Above : familiar fascia is still ra 


The changes in the latest 
very slight and this 1s basically 

ie is still right on 
‘and fuel economy 
iiround of the BMW 


its appeal, t00, 
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MAXIMUM PART EXCHANGE ALLOWANCE” AND 


4impg at 50mphe 


speaking buying a new BMW TODAY offers two distinct advantages: 


repeated, 
jp t0.41mpg at SOmph for example on the BMW 2002 ti, plus BMW's renowned 
precision engineering with a 6 year guarantee against rust (subject to proper servicing) 


BEST BUY BMW - SAVE MONEY, SAVE FUEL 
CENTRAL and GREATER LONDON 


DISTRIBUTOR BMW London Region Distribution, 361/365 Chiswick High Road, London, W4. Tel:01-9954651 


STOKE NEWINGTON Cs) 


Omeciv 


HOLLAND PARK Oo Oo PARK LANE 
BROMPTON ROG Owatencoo 


CHELSEA @) 
o 


FULHAM BROADWAY 


© cameerwere 


o WIMBLEDON 


DEALERS 


MG Motors Ld, John Hunter (Motors) Ltd, Taylor & Crawley (Service 
es (Motors) aylor & Crawley (Service) Ltd, 
er! ot sae" teas 482/498 Chiswick High Road. 17 Stoke Newington Road, 88 Old Church Street, Cheises, 
(8MW) Motors. London, WA London. London. 
iyndnam Rosa. London. SES B Bag 
Teron ioe sas Tol: 07-995 1689/7 Tet: 01-256 0025 Tol: 01.952 5758/8, 
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MAXIMUM PART EXCHANGE ALLOWANCE™ AND 


‘% A Maximum Part Exchange Allowance offer on your present car the 
like of which cannot be repeated. 
% Upto 41 mpg at 50mph for example on the BMW 2002 ti, plus BMW's renowned 
precision engineering with a 6 year guarantee against rust (subject to proper servicing). 
BEST BUY BMW - SAVE MONEY, SAVE FUEL 
BEDFORDSHIRE, BERKSHIRE, BUCKINGHAMSHIRE, 
HERTFORDSHIRE, MIDDLESEX, OXFORDSHIRE & SURREY 


Chiswick High Road, London, W.4. Tel. 01-995 4651 


“ARINGOON). 
he ingee @ orrassion 


PINNER 


JS @surerron 
oi @ & crovoon 
© cwesteao 


oun @ 
BuTH Goo: 


HOME COUNTIES DEALERS 


BEDFORDSHIRE BUCKINGHAMSHIRE NORTHAMPTONSHIRE Garage (Surrey) La, 


Birds Garage Ld. Motors (Corby) Lid Cobham 
44 Ook End Way, Gerrards Cross Remangnen. need, Com, Marients Tel: Cobham 4282/3. 
Tet Gerrards Cross 87634 i = 
smpoLesex Hindhead Automobile Centre, 
deena Witington Service Station (BMW) Lid. London Road, Hindhead 
say. 0" Hi tegen Way hare Tet Mndhead $000, 
Chris Wiliams : Shere 6 
Aitwood Garage, Haymill Motors oxronosnine 
Alwood Lane, Meidenbesd Seaconshield Road, Far Nort Oxtord Garage ta Shere, nr Guildford 
fol" Maidontoad. 2217 ES 32) Senbery Qos, Oxford Tel Shere 2051 
Fg00R ee 2001 er Oiord Sats 


Hungerford Garages 
Bot Road, Huncertor 
Vincents of Reading Ltd 
281 Oxtord Road, Reading ROY 14 


anioniasins Whitonoree, Gar Langley Motors of Thames Ditton Ltd, 
) us Fels eenbury S000 Portsmouth Road, Surbiton KTS SPZ, 
reek, Radlett Tel 01-398 2495 

suRREY 


W. Shirley and Sons Ltd, 


4 Montague Rosd, South Croydon 
Tel Downiand $2337/8 Tel | 01-688 0716, 


Basingstoke Rod. Rissiey, nr Reading 
Ter "Reading asia? eas73s 
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MAXIMUM PART EXCHANGE ALLOWANCE” AND 


4lmpg at 50mph 


aria aki ccm achinacee | Hen SAAC) 


4 A Maximum Part Exchange Allowance offer on your present car the 
like of which cannot be repeated 
‘4% Up to. 41 mpg at 50mph for example on the BMW 200? tii. plus BMW's renowned 
ecision engineering with a 6 year quarantee against rust (subject to proper servicing) 


BEST BUY BMW -— SAVE MONEY, SAVE FUEL 


Utd., Exeter DISTRIBUTOR Normand (Gatwick) Ltd. 
Surrey. Tel: Horley 2257/8/9 


8 


SQ mosrom 
© ronan 


fo 


en pia 


SOUTHAMPTON 


Oemenesren 


DEALERS 


HAMPSHIRE Kingsworthy Motors. Kent 


Kingewarthy. Winchester Jaleiatieanalcs 
88 Prory Street, Tonbridge 
Tel: Tonbridge 63520 


Service 


Wewport 3688 eusent 


(teem verison) | genset apap fe aes 
oe Pcie 
South Warnborowgh, Nr Basingstoke Ne. Weymouth. sl ge: North Road, Brighton New Winchelse 
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MAXIMUM PART EXCHANGE ALLOWANCE” AND 


4impg at 50 mphe 


Allowance offer on your 
ted 
‘ample on t 


BEST BUY BMW - SAVE MONEY, SAVE FUEL 
NORTH WEST ENGLAND, NORTH WALES and ISLE of MAN 
DISTRIBUTOR Williams Motors Co (Holdings) Ltd 


CockeRMouTH (py CARLISLE 


GRANGE- NSP cj 


ea 
er vo 
BLACKPOOL, a 
SE _ gywirensrat 


agcron Cy SG pRocuoare 


AJ SANTON (1.0.M.) 


SOUTHPORT 


< 
LavenP oo) LS dicerebiee eat 
Ru vocono SD Vv 
, 
OC n&nwich 


ABERSOCH ,** 
a) 


NORTH WEST ENGLAND 


WESTMORLAND 
CHESHIRE 


2/27 8: 


Tel = Rossend 


CUMBERLAND, 
SMT Sales 
Vieduct 6: 
Vieduet Estate. Car 
Tol Carlisle (0228) 


DENBIGHSHIRE 
Gwynedd Motors Ld, 
Street, Southport Bed Garage Abergele Road, Old Colwyn, 


Sohwyn 
Tet: Southport 55611 Fer" "Coiwyn Bay 5521/2 


Olatields (Automobiles) Ld 
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MAXIMUM PART EXCHANGE ALLOWANCE” AND 


4impg at 5Omphe 


[teats 5 Good Wows!) 


BEST BUY BMW — "SAVE MONEY, ARSE) Bi 
SCOTLAND and NORTHERN IRELAND 


DISTRIBUTOR 8.¥.w. concessionaires 6.8. Ltd ton Road, Paisley, Renfrewshire 


INVERNESS 


DISTRIBUTOR 


Isaac Agnew Ltd., 2 North Howard 
Street, Belfast. Tel: Belfast 43933 


ova <6 
STRUNcg 


Aiaioe oS 


CORNHILL-ON-TWEED. 


COLERAINE 


DEALERS 


ANGUS Manstild Motors NORTHERN IRELAND 
Golden Lion Garage McComb (Motors) Ltd oo Phillips (Coleraine) Ltd. 
Montrose Road, Arbroath Garage, astlerock Road, Coleraine 


Tel : Colera 


Tol: Arbroath 4363 


and 3085 2509 


AYRSHIRE 
Harry Fairbairn Ls, 


Tel: Irvine (0274) 78783, 


venTestine NORTHUMBERLAND 
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MAXIMUM PART EXCHANGE ALLOWANCE* AND 


4impg at 50mphe 


[tate Good Nowe!) Good Mews!) 


,_ fcanomicaly seating baying 
umn Pact Exchar 


# Upto ding 
recision engine 


BEST BUY BMW - SAVE MONEY, SAVE FUEL 
WEST MIDLANDS and CENTRAL WALES 


DISTRIBUTOR Black & White Garages (Continental) Ltd. Tel : (Harvington) 
612 Harvington Near Evesham WR 11 5LX 


@ sroxe-on TRENT 
@sFF0Ro 


SHREWSBURY 


WARLEY @ 
KIDDERMINSTER &) 


Gevesnam 


.) 
HEREFORD @ cysecrenwan G) MORETON-REMARSH 
Oaroucester 


G@ corerono 


© cmmencesren 


DEALERS 


GLOUCESTERSHIRE 


(Motors) Ltd, 


WORCESTERSHIRE 
Tel Chaddesley Carbett 435 


STAFFORDSHIRE 
Walton Garage (Statford) Lt 


Rydale Care Lt MONTGOMERYSHIRE 
71 Broad Street. Birmingham 16 Border Garage, 

Emme 5 m, B15 TAQ Newtown Road, Welshpool 

Te Weretord “sat Tel 624-669 0621 Tel. Weishpoot 2155, 
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Economically speaking buying a new BMW TODAY offers two distinct advantages: 

‘% A Maximum Part Exchange Allowance offer on your present car the 
like of which cannot be repeated 

4% Upto 41 mpg at 50mph for example on the BMW 2002 ti, plus BMW's renowned 
precision engineering with a 6 year guarantee against rust (subject to proper servicing) 


BEST BUY BMW - SAVE MONEY, SAVE FUEL 
NORTH EAST ENGLAND EAST MIDLANDS 
DISTRIBUTOR BMW Concessionaires GB Ltd. DISTRIBUTOR Lazenby Garages Ltd. 


DEALERS 


NORTHUMBERLAND Egoberough Garages Lid, Raph Hardy & Ce LEICESTERSHIRE 
Adams & Gibbon Ltd. Escourt Errace, Goole. Regent Autocar Co Ltd (Kibworth), 

Tet: Goole 2712/2048 Ter kibworth 2302, 
LINCOLNSHIRE 
York Road, Maiton 4 1, V. Gray Sales & Service, 
\easeeetele avai Yer! Samaby Sana 
Almondbury Garage Ls. 

- = yTTINGHAMSHIRE 

Somerset Road, Hudderstid ot gens podeloge ir one 


Rowanten Ur s 
Tel, Huddersfield 25435/26789. Te Derby Se20/2 


Malton Motors Ltd, 


Andrew Bros (Bradtord) Les. Davian Berestord Motors Ltd 
ak Lane, Bradford BD9 408. Storttorth Lane. 
1 ford 48080/46371 
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MAXIMUM PART EXCHANGE ALLOWANCE* AND 


4impg at 50mphe 


[mate Good Mews!] 


Economically speaking buying anew BMW TODAY otters two 


BEST BUY BMW- SAVE MONEY, SAVE FUEL 


EAST ANGLIA 


Road, £4 Tel: 01-527 5057 


of Chingford Ltd., North Cir 


DISTRIBUTOR 


Gaines tenn 


WISBECH 


or TERBOROUGH 


NORWICH 


BURY ST. EDMUNDS. 


9° 


HUNTINGDON 


IPSwic} 


HALSTEAD 


GREAT OUNMOW 


WATSON 
© cnincrorp 
eng 


Lelc! A 
WESTCLIFF -ON-SEA 


DEALERS 


HUNTINGDONSHIRE SUFFOLK 


Bre. Cars Continental (Sutfolk) La 


Road, Ipswich IPt 26 


Tel - Ipswich $2221/83068 


NORFOLK 
Sorensons Motors Ld 


Smith (Ingham) Lid, 


4 Road, Ingham, Nr. Bury St. Edmunds 
Tel = Catford 561, 
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MAXIMUM PART EXCHANGE ALLOWANCE™ AND 


4lmpg at 50mph 


CORNWALL 
Taylors (Truro) Ltd, 
Threemilestone, Truro 
Tals Truro 2954/5/8 


Tel: Plymouth 66611 


44 


Economical peaking buying new BMW TODAY tterstwedistnet advantages: | TGCS Good News! | 


‘a A Maximum Part Exchange Allowance offer on your present car the 
iike of which cannot be repeated 

% Up to 41 mpg at 50mph for example on the BMW 2002 tii, plus BMW’s renowned 
[recision engineering with a 6 year guarantee against rust (subject to proper servicing) 


BEST BUY BMW - SAVE MONEY, SAVE FUEL 


DEVON and CORNWALL SOMERSET WILTSHIRE 9 aad SOUTH WALES 


ge (S.W.) Ltd., Collaton Garage, 
on 58567/8 latoa St, Mary, Paignton TQ4 7DF. Tel: Paignton 58567/8 


DEALERS 


Salcombe Rosé Garage Ltd, G. E Fry & Son. 


egress nents Sidi Rand "C8Simve Down, 
oe ‘Coombe Down 3082 

— racemes & tne 8 on 
er eee mires a area 
Main Street Motors, bedarhinnpnad 


m. Wits, . Swansea 
Midsomer Norton 3260. 
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Tony Dean's Chevron leads Brian Robinson's McLaren through the Chicane. 


CROFT 


Clark scores again in FF 


A cold, windy day greeted a respectable entry, 
‘a decent sized crowd and over 170 marshals 
for the first race meeting of the season at 
Croft’ last’ Sunday, run by the Northern 
Centre of the BRSCC. There were races for 
Formula Ford, Special Saloons, Modsports 
GT/Clubmen’s’ and Libre ears, which together 
Produced excitement, drama, ‘and generally a 
good day's racing. Pete Clark, still in For 
mula Ford at the moment, had a successful 
day, winning his heat and the final of the 
Tate/*Yorkshire round in his Crosslé. 
Barry Warburton (Merlyn) won the first he 
of the Formula Fords after a spectacular 
Shunt from which Norman Dickson (Crosslé) 
and Trevor Lowe (Royale RPI6) were lucky 
to emerge unscathed. Barry Joell (Mallock) 
‘won the Clubmen’s/Modsports/Sports and 
GT cars race without a lot. of opposition 
after John Holroyd (Mallock U2) ran out of 
brakes and road at Tower. Chris Meek 
(Escort BDA) and Brian Robinson (McLaren 
MI9A) were the other winners, both being 

ther lucky in thelr respective ways, 
The first Formula Ford heat over ten laps 
started proceedings and the cars came out t0 
‘a new look Croft start finish straight. The 
ditch on both sides from the start down to 
Tower Bend has beeh filled in, and some 
rather frail-looking corrugated iron. sheeting 
is nailed onto stakes, the whole supported 
by the banking behind. This also extends on 
the inside of the circuit from Tower Bend 
to the Paddock entrance, though curiously 
the bank on the outside of Tower, a launch- 
ing pad if ever there was one, has been left 
unprotected 

‘Ted Payne, in his Ansa-sponsored March. 
Scholar, got his nose in front at the start, and 
stayed there until lap three, when Alo Law 
ler (Hawke-Close) took over. Stuart Lawson's 
Hawke DLiI then started pushing Payne for 
second place, followed by Barry Warburton's 
Merlyn, Norman Dickson's Crossié, Nigel Hay 
Wood's’ Merlyn and David Steedman's Hawke 
This seven-car group pulled away slight 
and by lap six had started to catch some 
backmarkers. As they approached Tower Bend 
fone of the backmarkers, Trevor Lowe, in his 
Royale RPI6, appeared to cut across the front 
of Norman Dickson, The Crosslé’s front wheel 
rode up the Royale's rear and Dickson's car 
went into a horrifying end-over-end-cum-cart. 
‘wheel roll. Lowe luckily stayed the right way 
up, and both cars continued for over 100 
yards before coming to a halt. Dickson, who 
Said later that he was pulling over 6,000 
Fevs—about 110 mph—landed upside down, 
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but he was completely unhutt and was out of 
the car immediately. The marshals were on 
the ball and were at the cars almost before 
they stopped. Meanwhile Barry Warburton 
had displaced Alo Lawler at the head of the 
field and this Is how they finished with 
Stuart Lawson third. Lawler later. protested 
Warburton's engine, 

Barry Joell (Mallock) streaked into the lead 
at the start of the combined Clubmen's/Mod. 
sports/Sports and GT car race, followed by 
Joha Absalom's familiar Ginetta G4 and John 
Holroyd's Mallock U2. Holroyd took second 
place from Absalom but then almost immedi- 
ately ran out of brakes at Tower and parked 
neatly just over the bank: luckily he was not 
going fast enough to be launched into the 
field. The man who, on paper. should have 
won this race with no trouble, Richard Simms. 
was circulating slowly in his Chevron B21, 
eventually to finish eighth. Joell ran out the 
winner, and was presented with a bottle of 
champagne for his trouble. Absolam was 
second, and a good third was the U2. of 

avin “Scott, who was running a Formula 
Ford engine. Peter Baker's Triumph GTS was 
the only runner in the Modsports class “A, 
and Jim Adamson (Ginetta) won the H class 
The Sports Racing class was won by one of 
two very smart Lotus Europa Specials of the 
Brierley Supermarket team, that of Colin 
Blower 

Pete Clark put his Crossié 25F-Rowland on. 
to pole position for the second Formula Ford 
heat, and led the rather processional race 
throughout. In fact the first four cars namely 
Clark, Kelvin Hesketh (Merlyn Mk 4), Graham 
Hamilton (Van Diemen) and Mick Starkey 
(Merlyn), kept the same places from flag to flag, 
although they were never far apart and there 
was always a chance that someone would 
make a mistake. Behind this leading bunch 
were Allan Wilson's Elden and John Simpson's 
Nike, Simpson spinning from sixth to 10th 
at Tower on lap six. Phil Silverstone brought 
his Royale into the pits and then rejoined 
and John Woodcock's Nike went past closely 
followed by a fist-shaking Colin Maclean in 
his MRE. Kelvin Hesketh gained on Clark 
slightly, but then dropped back and was 
pressurised by Hamilton. Clark won comfor- 
tably, and Hamilton had a real go at Hesketh 
on the last lap, but Hesketh eld it to the 

‘The front row of the 10-lap Special Saloon 
car race comprised Chris Meek (Princess Ita 
Escort BDA), Alex Clacher (Imp) and the 
extremely smart BDE-engined Escort of Jobn 


vee mee 


Norman Dickson escaped unhurt from this 
accident. 


Calvert. Meek shot into the lead, followed by 
Calvert and the remarkable Imp of Clacher, 
Tooking just a bit second-hand after his 
Oulton Park shunt on Saturday. Jim Evans 
managed five laps before retiring his Rover 
Vs-engined Cortina, which is for sale, in a 
cloud of steam, and then Alex Clacher’pitted 
on lap seven, the car having mysteriously gone 
fon three cylinders. Meek was holding an ever- 
Increasing lead from Calvert, who was com 
fortably ahead of Graham Clark's 1300 cc 
Mini, and looked to be an easy winner, when 
on the ninth lap he came past with the car 
smoking badly. He carried on at a lesser 
pace, the trouble being a disconnected oll 
Pipe, and then Calvert came past with an 
Ideniieal smoke screen. He had apparently hit 
someone else's oil at the Chicane (possibly 
Meek’s), gone onto the grass and brought an 
oll pipe ‘off somewhere along the way. He 
went past the pits with the oll warning light 
on and went into the paddock with a partially 
seized engine. Meek managed to complete his 
last lap and win the race but coasted over 
fhe line and stopped immediately. Graham 
Clark inherited second place, and Tony Sug. 
den, sporting a spoiler on the boot lid of hi 
now 1800 BDA-engined Escort, was third. 
Sugden was not happy with the BDA, how- 
ever, saying that i was not as fast ‘as his 
Twin Cam. 

A full grid of Formula Ford cars assembled 
for the 12-lap final, headed by Pete Clark, 
Barry Warburton and Kelvin Hesketh, Warbur: 
ton had some last minute work done on his 
car in the pits, and joined the grid with 
Seconds to spare. At the start he missed a 
gear and dropped back into the pack, as 
Hesketh ed initially, closely followed. by 
Clark, with the rest of the field in a long 
string. Alo Lawler jumped from third place 
to first, and held it for two laps before being 
caught by Clark, Hesketh was being ch 
hard by Stuart Lawson, then came Warburton, 
Graham Hamilton and Ted Payne, before a 


Continued overleaf 


FF battle between Alo Lawler and Kelvin 
Hesketh 


CROFT — continued 


slight gap to the rest of the field. Clark was 
just leading Lawler and both were really 
trying, snaking out of the Chicane, but then 
Pete seemed to find something extra and 
pulled away from Lawler slightly. Ken Picker- 
ing called at the pits with his Jamun at the 
tof the last lap, as Kelvin Hesketh 
snatched second place from Lawler. The 
final order was Clark, Hesketh, Lawler, Law: 
son, Payne and Warburton. 

‘Andy Barton is familiar with the front 
row of the grid at Croft, but surely not in 
the company of Tony Dean and Brian Robin. 
son! However, those were the three names on 
the sheet, and that is how. they appeared. 
‘The familiar Barton colour scheme of two- 
tone turquoise Is now applied to an ex-Wilson 
Fittipaldi Lotus BDE-69, and Andy drove it 
with his customary verve to be third fastest 
in practice. Tony Dean planted his record. 
breaking Chevron B24 on pole position with 

fastest practice lap of 1 m 32s, and 
Brian Robinson's ex-Denny Hulme McLaren 
MLDA filled the middle slot. On the second 
row were the smart Motul-BDG of Ian Me: 
laren and Tony Charnell's Brabham-BDA. 
Dean absolutely rocketed off from a perfect 
start, only to spin at Sunny. Robinson took 

but not for long as he spun at the 
eon his second lap and by this time 
going again. Tony Chamell held 
second place from Andy Barton until Robin- 
son recovered, taking a couple of laps to 
regain second place. Tony Dean had got into 
the groove by this time, and led from Robin- 
son, Charnell, Barton, ‘McLaren and Steven 
Barak’s 2-litre Brabham. Then when Dean, 
who had been lapping at over 100 mph, looked 
t for a good win, he came past the pits 
fat the start of his last lap very slowly with 
‘&@ broken differential and went straight into 
the paddock. Brian Robinson again took the 
ead, and led to the flag from Charnell, Bar 
ton, 'McLaren and Barak. Bill Wood was pre 
sent at the meeting, though only spectating, 
he is waiting for his new acquisition, the 
ex-Keith Holland Trojan T1O1, to have defor 
mable structures fitted. 


JOHN HORNBY 


Sports extra 


New hillclimb car — championship 
sporting trial and autotest reports — 
British success in Rallye Infernal 


Roy Lane prepares to test his McRae at Silverstone last week. 


Lane’s new bid 
for hillclimbs 


Roy Lane was at Silverstone last Friday 
‘afternoon with his new motor for t 
Hillclimb Championship, a new 
GMI F500, Having sold this McLaren to Bob 
Rose at the end of last season, Roy was on 
the lookout for a more compact F5000 and 
certainly the GMI, originally built as a back- 
up for Graham's “Tasman GM2, is a much 
more wieldy hillclimb car, being very neat 
and. tidy between the cockpit and. front 
wheels, providing the extra visibility thar is 
needed for whizzing between avenues of trees 
fat 120 mph. 

The engine is a full-house Bartz big-valve 
with their "51 IDA" Webers, being their own 
bored-out version of the 48 IDAs. The motor 
is based on the more popular small pin 
crank Chevvy which was the predecessor of 
the Z28 motor, the earlier 289 cu in motor 
having considerably better power-producing 
potential. Roy has contrived to carve some 
58 Wb weight off the motor alone and has, of 
course, discarded all ¢he unnecessary circuit 
Facing parts, such as the long-range tanks, etc 
‘The car is expected to scale around 12 cwt 
and with 500 plus bhp, it should be a strong 
contender for this year’s championship. 


Lane was using some special Intermediate 
Goodyear tyres with wet compound and also 
some rear slicks in wet compound from the 
same company which should provide a great 
Geal of grip on the hills. The motor was 
built up by Roy with very few modifications 
except to the piston crowns. Les Ryder, the 
Leamington gas-flowing expert, has attended 
to the porting arrangements, 

Ray Mallock was out also in the latest 
hillelimb sports racing car, the Mk 15 Mallock 
U2 built specially for John Stuart of Stour- 


bridge. This has a Swindon 1850 cc BDA on 
Webers, a rear-mounted radiator and a fives 
speed gearbox. It should be a formidable car 
in the hands of an already formidable hill- 


climb driver. 
ROBIN REW 


@ The Shropshire gentleman farmer Geoff 
Rollason is to run a Brabham BT37 this 
year in place of his faithful Lotus 69. Tt Is 
Feported the car is ex-Hexagon Racing and 


Rollason will use a Formula 1 Ford Cosworth 
unit. 
AUTOTEST 


Orme at 
Longbridge 


With none of his autocross, sprint or other 
vehicles available Malcolm Orme borrowed a 
1275 Cooper S to win last Sunday's autotest 
arranged by the Mini 7 Club (Midlands 
Centre) at the British Leyland works at 
Longbridge. On the 16 tests the totalled 
328.6 s to win by a comfortable 12s margin. 
The entry of 25 cars was split into two 
classes and the Mini brigade was led home 
by Stuart Wyre's 998 Mini who returned a 
time of 340.7 s, Wyre won by 1.3 s but the 
battle for second place was even closer, for 
Geoff Shepherd edged out Nick Whitworth 
by a mere three-tenths of a second! The 
excitement was not 30 Intense in the other 
class where Stan Appleton piloted his Mexico 
to win in 371.9 s, more than 4 s quicker 
than Stuart Young's Cortina GT, while 
Graham Archer was very brave ‘with 

Sitre Rover and was third in 4381s. 


SHIT weet 5 Madly finials, eas 
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Sports extra 


TRIAL 


Pearce triumphant 
in Kincroft 


A rather small field made its way north to 
Brighouse where the Yorkshire Sports Car 
Club had laid out the sections which together 
formed thelr 4/44 Sporting Trial. In view of 
the distance involved for many of the drivers 
the mediocre support was not unexpected, 
although Gordon Jackson brought the re- 
Engined Ibex from the warmer climes of Kent 
to chase the Semperit/BTRDA and RAC points 
which were on offer. 

‘The entry of 26 was further depleted by 
two non-arrivals, whilst Dave Morris was 
unable to coax his borrowed Cannon into life 
and spent the day as a spectator. Unwilling 
to run the risk of marshal shortage the club 
had confined themselves to seven sections in 
the morning over which the drivers were 
pass three times before lunch. The course 
Was laid out over a lightly wooded valley with 
plenty of gradient, grass and some treacherous 
bog to sort out the men from the boys. 

Clearly there were to be advantages to be 
kained by tackling the hills early before the 
Brass had completely disappeared and to 
even out matters drivers were despatched in 
small groups {0 the separate starts. Grip 
was by no means easily come by and much 
Was to be gained by the deft use of the 
“fiddle brakes and sensitive control of the 
throttle, 

At the halfway stage it was the Kincraft of 
Jack Pearce which held a narrow advantage 
over the field, his card recording 45 penalties, 
three clear of Lol Hurt (BMC Special) with 
the Beva of Bill Evans a couple of points 
adrift despite having incurred a maximum 
Penalty on his second section by taking the 
Wrong route! This trio held a comfortable 
ead over John Benson's Jabs with Reg Allen's 
Kincraft and Keith Butterfield's Cannon in 
hot pursuit. Ivor Portlock had made his tradi- 
tional disastrous start, the Dryad driver being 
unable to match the score of Tony Brise with 


John Benson finished fourth with his Jabs 
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whom he was circulating in company. 

Poor Alan Bush was again posted as a 
retirement before he had been able to break 
himself in, the fiddle brakes of the Ford 
Special ceasing to function quite early in the 
proceedings. With Julian Fack damaging the 
“A” frame of the Impunity and Richard 
Allen retiring his Cannon with engine prob- 
lems the trailer park was already beginning 
to look busy. 

For the afternoon session the YSCC moved 
higher up the hill and laid out half a dozen 
sections amongst the trees of the upper 
feaches. Three rounds were scheduled but in 
fact oniy two materialised as the organisers 
called the meeting off early in deference to 
the distance some competitors had to travel 
‘and the road reports which promised trying 
conditions. 

With the gauntlet well and truly down, 
Hurt set about the hills in splendid style but 
was matched consistently by the screaming 
Kincraft. There was little that Evans could 
do to close the gap on bis two adversaries and 
when the cards were totted up it was found 
that Pearce had retained his lead, but by 
only a single point 

Benson too found the second half to his 
liking and remorselessly closed the gap on 
the Beva with a series of climbs more spirited 
than seen from him of late. Reg Allen too 
scraped home by a narrow margin, retaining 
his fifth place by a mere two points from the 
Thex of Gordon Jackson who leapt two places 
at the expense of Keith Butterfield and Ralph 
Needham in their Cannons. Last minute inter- 
vention by Norman Manser eroded Needham's 
advantage even further, forcing the well liked 
veteran to eighth place. 

It was curious that despite the close mark- 
Ing of the opening round none of the 
leading five drivers were able to improve 
thelr positions, neither were they displaced, 
The only driver to strike mechanical’ prob 
lems during the afternoon was Robin Alex 
ander whose Cannon tore the security bolts 
from the tyre when enjoying a bootfull of 
revs. A change of wheel enabled the en 
thusiastic driver to continue, 


GEOFF HERRINGTON 


AUTOTEST 


Lyons’ double 
championship lead 
— convincing win 


Ulsterman John Lyons made his second cross 
ing of the Irish Sea last weekend when 
travelled the long trail to Southsea, but his 
more than $00-mile round trip was well worth 
it for he took BTD in effortiess style at the 
second round of the Castrol/BTRDA Auto: 
test Championship, organised by the South- 
Sea MC at Clarence Pier, Southsea, in close 
proximity to the Isle of Wight hovercraft 
base. 


‘A month ago, at the first round, Lyons, in 
his 1275 GT, had an overall winning margin 
of 198. Sunday he beat the field by 
255s, second overall not being Trevor Smith, 
but Denis Beare, back in his very best form. 
Beare and Smith indulged in the duel of the 
day In cold, but dry wintry conditions and It 
was the Sussex farmer who came out on top 
by. fraction thanks to two final tests in 
Which he overhauled Smith who had led by 
almost 2s. 


Lyons completed the 10 tests in his Ulster 
Bank-sponsored car in 344.95 with Beare 
and Smith, both in thelr usual Sprites, on 
370.48 and 370.88. Lyons now has 10 pts in 
the Castrol championship and 20 pts in the 
RAC championship and only Tony Hunt 
(Mexico), who again had a fine win, is still 
ona maximum in the BTRDA run series, 


Members of the promoting club took all 
three places in the class for small engined 
Minis, Winner, by 6 s, was Peter Lansdale (997 
Cooper), who went round in 424.0 5, with Nick 
Yaward (Cooper S) and Maurice Flux (Mini). 
separated by 5}8 in the places. The biggest 
Class, there were 14 starters, was for the 
bigger engined Minis and Phil Darbyshire, 
although in the shadow of Lyons, nevertheless 
Scored a 114s win over Jonathan Mears, 
Darbyshire (1275 GT) went round in 377.03 
with Terry Armstrong (Cooper) coming third 
in 401.65. Both Peter Ballance and Georg 
Holland will want to forget this event as 
quickly as possible. Ballance collected five 
Penalties and Holland four but Darbyshire 
emerged winner without their extravagance, 


Peter Noad and his main BTRDA 
rival Tony Hunt were put into different cli 
with thelr respective big saloons, both came 
‘away with laurels, Noad, in his 1600 VW, re- 
turned 425.75 to beat three others in’ his 
category while Hunt collected the major spoils 
in the BTRDA scoring system with a time 
of 408.7 in his Mexico in Class 4. Hunt 
easily beat Dave Simmons (Mexico) and Dave 
Wallis (Escort TC) who took the minor places. 


Another local to do well was John Harnett 
who took the class for Cortinas and Capris In 
his 1600 Cortina in 474.0, well ahead of Pat 
Mann's 1600 Capri. tn the battle of the sports 
cars, the best of the day, Beare and Smith 
put on a fine display. With two to go Smith 
held a tenuous 1.98 advantage but Beare, in 
fighting mood, not only pulled back the d 

ficit but opened up 0.45 lead at the end to 


score one of his most thrilling and satisfying 
class wins for along time. 


Pia Sr Oirbyare dn 
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Sports extra 


RALLYE INFERNAL 


Good effort by 
British team 


The Rallye Infernal, based on Crépy en 
Valoise (30 miles NE of Paris), describes 
itself as traversing “des agglomerations” 
meaning that the Infernal isa. rally-type 
event running over the most difficult trials- 
type sections, similar to our own Welsh Hil 
Rally. In previous years the rally hai 
attracted many famous names: Nicolas 
Chenisse, jer/Roure, Servoz-Gavin, Ver- 
Fier, and Callewaert all being previously 
Successful competitors. This year’ Aaltonen 
was driving @ totally unsuitable Opel Com: 
modore—he retired soon after the start when 
the front suspension cried enough. 
entry was rich with highly modi- 
Peugeots and Citroens, lightness 
‘and ground clearance being the main objec- 

The more one could 

nd in some. cay 


from the British All Wheel Drive Club 
was making @ determined effort in the four- 
wheel drive class; Willls/Smith (Range- 
Rover), Beddall/Ardouin  (Land-Rover II), 
Goddard/Davis (Land-Rover 1), Pearson Sains: 
bury (Land-Rover 1), Stallwood/MacAllen 
(Champ), Hamilton/Hatton (Haflinger) and the 
extraordinary 32-year-old Jeep of Harris/Cox. 
‘The Couzens/Anderson Range-Rover un: 
luckily ran off the road outside Dieppe and 
falled to start, 


Melting snow from heavy falls eartier in 
the week made conditions ideal for the 4wd 
vehicles but unfortunately the tracks became 
80 cut up that some of the heavier "con- 
ventional " vehicles became almost irretriev: 
ably stuck, causing some sections to be 
abandoned.’ Consequently the «wo-wheel drive 
vehicles maintained their advanta 
on the 

trouble 
Smith Range-Rover which finished a very 
creditable third overall, first in class. The 
winning bugay of Briavéine/Laverne was over 


Th of 
through the mud. 


Plas/Didier wader 


20m ahead of the second place Citroen DS 
Of Moulard/Mme Lesage. Fourth was an ex. 
works short wheelbase Citroen DS, avery 
exciting-looking machine. The little 1100 cc 
Renault 4s were surprisingly fast and sturdy 
fifth and 10th overall, and 11th was 
past winner Muschang from Belgium in a 
4wd Renault Rodeo 6—he missing the 
power of his usual fearsome” Bi-motor 
‘All the AWDC team finished, winning the 
Goddard Davis were a good 26th, 


121 starters and 56 finishers; their 
modified 6-cylinder 1949 Land-Rover ran 
impressively well. Beddall/Ardouin were 


30th, Pearson/Sainsbury 44th, _Stallwood 
MacAlten 45th, Hamilton/Hatton 47th and the 
hilarious duo, after 
Sightseeing and picnics were 54th 
obvious at the prize giving afterw: 
the British team was very. we 
popular and that the team was delighted with 
the event 


TRIAL 


Narrow win for Roper 


Nigel Roper took his Imp to a narrow win, 
‘on Index of performance, at the West Hants 
& Dorset CC production car trial last Sun- 
‘Okeford Fitzpaine site near 
in common with much of 
the south, was under several inches of snow. 
with substantial hard entrances 
was never in danger of 
Becoming unusable and a fine day's sport was 
rovided for an entry of 52 cars, one of the 
iggest entries the club has had for this event 
for some time. 

‘Twenty-eight sections was the battle plan 
‘and on these Roper dropped 121 marks to 
return an index of 86 per cent, to take the 
Hartwell Cup, while the runner-up Richard 
Pike dropped 136 marks in his Austin 1300 
to win his class with an index figure of 87 
per cent. Iso collected the Merchants Cup 
for his efforts. Behind Pike in the front-engine 
FWD class Gordon Francis (Cooper S) led 
the field on 143 marks with Roy Drake 
(Cooper) and Barry Score (Cooper S) in 
second and third places with 183 marks and 
160 marks respectively. 

‘The conventional saloons were mixed with 
the sports cars and here Peter Higgins 


43 


emerged a comfortable winner in his Mexico 
on 153 marks, nine ahead of Vivian Hawker 
(Escort), while Garry Peskett (Midget) 
weighed in third on 184 marks. Charles 
Barter had little trouble in winning the Ford 
Popular class on 188 marks while R. Wilt 

shire and E. Moxom were in the places. 
Peter Durrant, winner of the rear engined 
class in his Imp, gave Roper a real run for 
his money and he ended up only 2 marks 
down with a 123 mark total. Ken Hoare 
(VW) and Graham Wiltshire (Imp) were 
second and third only 2 marks apart. The 
Specials class went to the Porsche-engined 
‘VW of Dennis Greenslade on 109 marks with 
Les Lock (Escort) and B. Sotham (Imp) in 
‘and ‘which 


marks. Ted Marchant (Motron) was second 
on 68 marks and Michael Jacques (Harrison) 
was third on 89 marks 


TRIAL 
Shortened course 


Mike Murray took his Mini to an 
easy overall win from a field of 45 
Starters in last Sunday’s production car 
trial which Cambridge CC arranged at Sutton 
Gault near Ely. Rain and sleet in the morning 
caused the abondonment of four sections but 
the club managed to run a total of 18 
sections for the field ssplit into four classes. 
Murray's total was 51. marks lost whereas 
Ron Oake (Min), who won the FEFWD class 
dropped 80 marks. In second and third places 
were lan Lewis and T. Goggin, both in Minis, 
with 87 and 89 marks lost. 

The Anglia of Glyn Jackson took the 
FERWD class with 49 marks lost and he 
hhad a good afternoon for at lunch he trailed 
Laurie ‘Knight's Escort by seven marks and 
he won by two marks. Behind Knight was 
Dick Jackson, Glyn's father, in anoth 
with a loss ‘of 60 marks. Robert 
M. Noble shared the former's Imp t 
the top two places In the rear-engined class, 
Last_winning by two marks with a tot 
of 70 marks. Mike Turner brought his 
Renault 850 into third with a 75-mark deficit, 
Geoff Jackson, brother of Gly, ‘made it 
double-class success for the family when he 


won the special class in his Dellow on 53 
marks while John Groves, who had a drive 
In the same car was second on G4 marks 
while Mrs J. Ludford brought a 998 Imp into 
thied 


Weather stops play 


Last Sunday's weather played havoc with two 
club events in the West Country. The 750 
MC (Western Centre) found more than two 
feet of snow when they arrived at their 
Piccadilly Farm venue high on the w 
edge of the Cotswolds, while in the Forest of 
Dean Ross & Dist MC found about six inches 
of snow preventing thelr event from being 
run at Newent. 

Down in. Sussex, Stone Cross AC found 
thelr field flooded when they arrived for a 
production car trial and up in the Midlands 
Kidderminster MC and GEC (Stafford) also 
lost thelr autotest events because of the rain. 


© Howard Smith and John Phillips 
avelled from Biggin Hill to Radlett, Herts, 
in thelr World War Il Jeep last ‘Sunday 
and were rewarded with’ first and second 
spots in the All Wheel Drive Club's cross 
country ¢rial in the Park Street Pits. Smith 
won the event outright dropping 30 marks 
while Phillips was on 33 marks. The Land- 
Rover of Dave Bygraves took third on 42 

ks while Colin Cowley (Jeep) was in a 
wily fourth place dropping 48 marks, Fifth 
and sixth spots were filled by Chris Church 
and Derek Pearson, both in Land-Rovers on 52 
and 61 marks. respectively. 


© Colin Bird piloted his MG J2 Special to an 
easy win from a field of only 16 at the MGCC 
(Devon & Cornwall) production trial at 
Lower Bramble Farm, Chudleigh, near Newton 
Abbot, last Sunday. On the 12 sections he 
Gropped only 16 marks and he was the only 
driver to get over a nasty hump on two of 
the sections alongside each other. Other clas 

ners were Brian Paddon (Mini), 37 marks 
lost; Nigel Hough (Midget), 27 marks lost, 
and ‘Nigel Wood (MG TA), who dropped 50 
marks. One of the oldest cars in the event 
the MG PB of Barry Smith was second to 
Wood by the narrow margin of only two 
marks. Nigel Phillips (imp) won the other 
class. 
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Sports extra 


AUTOTEST 


Ilkley leads 


entries appeared for the first round 
hell Motor Club Championship at 
Cottam Old Airfield, ne Driffield, Yorkshire, 
Sunday, when the North Humberside MC 
ran an autotest. Ukley & Dist MC are the 
initial 1 teams which 
took part, their total being 376.67 marks, with 
York MC’ second on 351.09 marks and North 
Humberside MC third on 307.78 marks. 
Individual best performances was put 
up by Richard" Ineson from Leeds 
who did the 12 tests in his 998 Cooper in 
742.2 s, nearly 208 quicker than the rest of 
the entry. Second overall, also in a Mini, wi 
Pip Dale who took the up to 1100ce ‘el 
front engine FWD class in 761.2 s and he 


very close finish in the bigger engined Minis 
class where 2s separated the first three. Nick 
‘Thompson finally got the verdict in his 1275 
GT on a 786.2 s total, from David Roberts in 
similar car who ‘returned 788.0 while 
‘Alan, Powell (Cooper S), was beaten by a 
whisker In 788.2 s 

The first of three classes for conventional 
saloons went to Ron MacKinnon in his Escort 
Sport, He tolled 861-46 to take hie i 
more than 20 5 from John Wyl 

Ellerby's Escort breathing down his 

heck all day to finish a mere 1.38 adrift in 
ul 


108 victory In the 
1300 ce front engine RWD class in a time 
«s leaving the Escort RS1600 of Robin 
Duffield to take. second and Trevor Pulford 
(RS2000), third but half a minute adrift. A 
class for Mexicos produced five entries and 
only 

elow the 800 s total 
to finish a long way 


this was won by R. Beecroft who. wi 
the sixth driver tog 
He returned 799.4 


AUTOTEST 


Easter’s error 


‘An exciting battle for the overall tead was 
decided on the last test of 18 arranged by 
Falcon MC at their closed event on a car 
park in Stevenage last Sunday. Ron Easter's 
and Jon Poynter had battled it out side by 
side throughout but on the last test Easter's 

ir which cost him about 4s and 
ised to nip through to win 
overall with a time of 216.1 s, Easter finishing 
on 219.7 s and taking the class for saloons up 
to7 ft 4 In. 

This class had the largest entry of the 
four with I1 cars and Don Maclver came 
through to second in his Cooper on 261.1. s. 
Class 2, for cars between 7 ft 4 in and 8 ft 
1 in was won by the VW of Murray 
MacDonald in 308.8 5, nearly 5 s quicker than 
John Tucker-Peake’s Daf 66. The big saloon 
lass produced a win for Roger Collins in an 
Avenger in 295.1 s, well ahead of Paul Green's 
Cortina GT, while David Maitland won the 
class for specials, etc, with his Dastoi, a rear. 
engined Mini Special which totalled 291.4 s. 
Simon Robson (Elva Courier, who led the 
class at the end of the first tour, had a poor 
second round and trailed home ‘nearly 19 5 
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Manx decision 
on motor sport 


Motor sport has been reinstated in the Isle 
of Man after an absence of almost three 
months. ‘The ban on the use of fuel for 
motor sport enforced by the Manx govern- 
ment in early December was lifted last 
weekend. 

But the Manx government issue a warning 
“That this does not mean that petrol is 
available od lib again. Cuts in delivery 
quotas are still in force and the need for 
restraint in demand still applies.” 

Due to the tourist industry there is a 
break in Manx rallies from May to September 
so the next rally to be held on the island 
could well bthe International Manx Trophy 
Rally in September, 


© The Longton and District MC, which 
Jast year ran their hill clumb and sprint cham- 
Pisnship under the Slenderad banner, have 
announced the dates for this year's ‘sertes, 
which does not have a sponsor. This year 
there are ten different venues, and the last, 
on the Isle of Man, is now designated as a 
hill clim®. This now no longer clashes with 
the Doune event, due to the latter's unforta- 

Prize money too has been increased with 
the Slenderad trophy and £200 going to win: 
ner, €120 and a trophy going to the second 
man, with prizes all the way down to 10th 
placed man who receives 15 and a plaque. 

The full list of events is as follows: April 
7, Longridge; May 5, Flookburgh; June 1, 
Wallasey Promenade: June 16, Blackpool: June 
23, Longridge: July 6/7, Harewood, July 14, 
Kinmell Park: August 4, Longridge: August 11, 
Woodvale; August 


Man. 

Competitors must register on an official 
entry form, and submit a fee of €1 for 
registration to S. C. Wood Esq. 34 Marina 
Drive, Fulwood, Presion PR2 4SB. Entries will 
close when 100 competitors have registered, 
or after the third event of the season, which- 


© York MC had 48 entries for their autotest 
at Full Sutton near’ York — recently 
when BTD went to Peter Kitchen in his 
Mexico who won on Index and totalled 534.4 5 
for the 12 tests. In the combined classes one 
and two, the 1.0 Mini of Pip Dale was the 
winner on 583.3 s while P. Hodgson (Cooper) 
was second, 

The Avenger of Ron Shipp had a 2.4 5 win 
in class three where he totalled 545.6 s to 
beat Peter Williams in a Chamois. Class four 
went to the Mexico of Mike Beadle in 563.4 5 
and the last class winner was Dan Grewer 
(Wolvo 122), who totalled 527.1 


© Using his rally Cooper $ Cyril Bolton, from 
the Clitheroe club, took BTD at the Lightning 
MSC autotest meeting on the old RAF camp 
at Warton, near Preston, recently. On the 
12 tests Bolton returned a total time of 
282.45 and the winner, on index, was Trevor 
Roberts in a British Leyland 1300 estate who 
totalled 298.8 5. 

In the combined Classes 1 and 2 Ian Mur- 
ray scored a win with his Midget in 301.8 5, 
‘well ahead of Charles Nelson in a GT6 who 
totalled 327.6 s. An equally easy win came 


in Class 3 where Alan Wormwell (Riley Elf) 
finished over half a minute up on the Imp of 
Geoff Whittaker with a time of 297.45. Dick 
Bradley (Mexico) beat the Escort GTs of 
John Howarth and Stuart Ryding to win the 
combined Classes 6 and 7 with a time of 
305.0 © 


MARCH FIXTURE LIST OF 
RESTRICTED EVENTS 


(in conjunction with RAC Motor Division) 
AUTOTESTS 
March 24 


Harrow Car Club, Civic Centre, Harrow, 
1am. 


March 30 
Dungannon Motor Club, Meghaberry Air- 
field, Co Down, 2 pm. 


Mareh 31 
Yorkshire Sports Car Club, | Wilson 
Steelworks, Spen Lane, Cleckheaton, 
10.45 am. 

‘TRIALS 

Mareh 17 
Sporting Owner Drivers’ Club, Home 
Farm, Brickhill, 11 am, 

Singer Owners’ Club, Long Valley, Alder- 
shot, 11.30 am. 

Tunbridge Wells Motor Club, St Ives 
Farm, Hartfield, 11.15 am. 

Lancashire & Cheshire Car Club, Averill- 
side Farm, Longnor, 11 am. 


March 24 
North Wales Car Club Ltd (MR 107, 
836 613) The Field, 1 pm. 

Haldon Motor Club "Ltd, Howton Farm, 
Morton Hampstead, 11 am. 

SPRINTS 

Mareh 16 
BARC, Blackbushe, 2 pm. 

March 28/24 
BARC (N. Thames), Greenham Common, 
Halesowen MC, Curborough, 2 pm. 

HILL CLIMBS 

Mareh 23 
St Andrews & DMC, Kinkell Braes, St 
Andrews, Scotland. 


March 31 
Bugattl/Ferrari OC. Prescott, 11 am, 


TRIAL 
Buncombe retains 
Trevitt Trophy 


cess I 
Trevitt Trophy at 
event at Crabtree, 
He took his 875 Imp round 16 sections with 
the loss of only 14 marks, to leave an entry 
of 35 vehicles trailing in the snow, slush and 
‘glutinous mud. 

Secretary of the event Pete Davis scored 
a narrow win with Bis Mini Clubman in 
Class 1 where he dropped 29 marks to beat 
Tim Porter (1800S), by four marks, while 

avid Driver was third in his Mini Clubman 
on 39 marks. Best novice was the Class 2 
wiriner, Richard Elms, in his Escort Sport, 
who dropped 54 marks, beating the Escort 
1300s of Allan Edwards and. Miss Anita 
Parker, on 60 and 63 marks. Miss Parker's 
performance won her the ladies’ award. 

John and Janet White shared the family 
Stiletto in the rear-engined class and Janet 
was only pipped by a single mark by her 
husband who dropped 64 marks, while Miss 
Wendy Stokes did the reverse on her flancee 
Tony Willmott in a Fiat 850 Coupé, Miss 
Stokes was third on 69 marks and Tony 
scored 70 marks. 


Phone AUTOSPORT'S Classified Department 


AUTOSPORT |e 


advance, we'll give you a fat discount—40 
er cent. But remember, this discount only 


CLASSIFIED applies to pre-paid classified esas = 


NEW CAR GUIDE 


MARCOS 


_p MERCEDES-BENZ 


MORGAN 


MINI-COOPER 


CAR TRANSPORTATION 


JENSEN 


CLAN 
LAND-ROVER 


DAMAGED CARS 


DATSUN uote 


GRAND PRIX METALCRAFT LTD—ARTISTS IN ALUMINIUM 


As well as items illus- 
\ trated we specialise in 
aluminium bodies, mono- 


\ coque chassis: and 
custom-made fuel and oil 


«2 | tanks, aerofoils, NASCAR, 
Sgaiton toam-fited just tank. 285° | fye/ churns, swirl pots, 


etc, vint .stora- 
Tw 2-3 Thane Works, tion, argon arc and. all 


i t a di id 

. Thane Villas, | ope oc merawork. we 
London N7. have the facilities to 

ar ft 

want "te ~ | gicmsacincwnagenes’ess | Telephone: 609 0384 | chassis “ar shore noxice. 


Greats sont MAS geatbon E8 
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MAIN DISTRIBUTORS 
GINETTA 


Tos 


3. GELDER AUTOMOBILES LID 
247-251 London Road, 
Nes 


Tol: Shetfield 53226 


GOOD SELECTION OF SECONDHAND SPORTS 


MERCEDES 280 S.E. AUTOMATIC 


HEALEY — CORVETTE 


1963 AUSTIN-HEALEY 3000, 


Contact. SNOW RACING. 
Tel: OV-739 2147 day, 01-987 6 


THOMAS MOTORS LT 
BLACKPOOL 
Tel 


For immediate, delivery, RS2000s.. Choice 


hymp 
8. Daytona, Medina and Sebring 
stock RS3100. Sebring Red 


1972 Escort Sports. Ch: 


miles. Very nice ‘car 


1973 Mexico, Sebring red. Custom pack 
£1050 


Fully prepared Group 1 Rally 


do | 
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AMERICAN AUTOMOBILE SALES AND SPAI 


D.| iB. MOTORS 


Leicester 


Care Oy 


0533 34343 and 692594, Telex : 341071 
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ROBERT SPEAK offers 


1293cc RALLY COOPER $s 


(© SPARROW VI 


(01-671 262 (work), 


Steve Kingshort 
oF (home) 


LOTUS 130 2+25S 


18,000 miles only. Metallic blue, silver 
roof. Managing Directors car, carefully 
driven, garage maintained perfectly from 
new. A faultless example of this unusual 
model. Offers around £1,950, 


Telephone Disley 4580 (Cheshire) 


NORTH OXFORD 
GARAGE 


OXFORD 59223/4 


280 BANBURY ROAD, 
OXFORD 
AND COUPE SPECIALISTS 


BMW COUPE 
SPECIALISTS 
SAVE £1,500 ON NEW PRICE 


A POLARIS CSL 
A FJORD CSL 


Unregistered, taxed for a year 


for only £6,400 


L REG 
JENSEN 
sP 


smg 


GARAGES 


The SPORTSCAR specialists 


56-58 Barnes High Sireot, SW13 
Sales : 01-876 9245 
Works : 01-876 9171 


oe? STE WA Reconditioned Engines 
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CROSS ROAD, SE14 — Tel: 01-692 4607 or 01-692 4651 


Hours of business: 10 am-7 pm Mon-Sat. 10 am-5 pm Sun. 
SELECTION FROM STOCK 

TELEPHONE FOR LATEST PRICES—FREE STOCK UIST SENT ON REQUEST 

i NEW MINIS ETC. 


SERVICE AND STOR ES 


GOLD SEAL SERVICE ARE PLEASED TO OFFER ALLSERVICE AND MAINTEN- 
ANCE ON LOTUS, SCIMITAR, M.G. AND OTHER HIGH PERFORMANCE CARS— 
EXTENSIVE LOTUS AND RELIANT SCIMITAR STORES. ALSO OPEN FOR RETAIL 
AND TRADE SALES. 
Hours of business : 8.30-5.30. Lunch 12.30-1.30. Monday to Friday 
265 New Cross Road, SE14. Tel.: 01-639 3105/6 


DINO “we 1973 LOTUS EUROPA JPS aa 


FIAT Lancla 
COUPE 


1969 M reg. Metallic blue/tan interior See te, 
33.000 miles. V6. Ferrari engine. VGC Trt Set 


eva) ‘Southampton 
Tel : 01-730 5814 evenings js Can"2" CARAVAN SALES. 


RS3100 new Why not sell 


your sports car 


148 ene 


atta tad ete : eae on this page. 
pee oe : = RIP tomes 28 Tel: AUTOSPORT 
; E 01-636 3600 
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SPORTS AN 


Sports and Performance Cars 50-55 * 


DICK LOVETT 
SPECIAL CARS 


Agents for Lancia, _ Reliant, 
Scimitar, Porsche and Ferrari Dino 


gerry marshall 


r et Offer the following selection of 
NEW AND USED CARS of 


highest quality. 


Ferrarl Dino GT. Maroon metallic 
Ferrari Dino GT. Metallic blue List 
Porsche 911 Targa, Guards red List 
Porsche 9115 coupe. Black List 
Porsche 911S Targa. White be 
Porsche Carrera Targa. Chocolate st 

Porsche Carrera Coupe. Emerald green List 
BMW 2002 Coupe. Turkis, Mathwall con- 

Version, Ex-Earls Court Show car. Full 

Setails on application ‘e350 


1970 Ferrarl 365 242, 
‘miles 


1969 (Nov) Ferrarh 368 242. Metals 
old, 8,000 mile ‘te150 


1974 Ferrart Dino GT. Metallic dive, «adic 
‘stereo. 2,500 miles 5250 


1973 Ferrarl Dino GT. Metallic 
Teather. Radio/ stereo 


W971 (Nov) Ferrarl GTC 4. Metallic blue 
Towner, Marinello maintained... €8780 


Cetest. 


Wingfield Lid 


856 Finchley Road, London NW11 
Tel: 01-458 4204 


BELL & 
COLV! LLLTD 


11,000 
6150 


green, tan 
‘ési80 


‘GUILDFORD. 


Aipote LENSER 
rato 


1971 Ferran 
‘Bargain 


1974 model Porsche 9118. Silver, electric 
‘000 mites 00750 


Daytona red. 23,000 miles. 
5500 


1972 Porsche 9118. Tangerine, Electric soot, 
‘Super 395 


1973 Porsche Carrera Lightweight. Wi 
‘t6t 


1969 Porsche 912. Choice of 2 from €1750 
1072 (Dee) Mercedes 350, SL. Metallic gold 
‘Air. conditioning, Radio,” ster ‘000 
miles £5850 


(model) BMW 2000 souring. Black, tnt 
er, sliding roof. 5,000 miles ... £2850 


1974 BMW 2000 Til. Sienna brown. 8,000 
‘miles 2400 


4 


Terms and exchanges 


Fairwater House, 
High Street, Wroughton, 
near Swindon, Wilts 
2 milles from M4, junction 16. 

Tel: Wroughton 812387 
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ON THE BORDERS OF 


SGT aycks AND BERKS 


GINETTA 


‘SCIMITAR 


“OPEN w5etne set Zu 


TESTER MOTORS 


offer 


1958 XK150 fixed head Jaguar coupe, 
16in_ chrome wire wheels. Very good 
mechanics. Above-average bodywork for 
year. Completely rotrimmed interior 
(needs only finishing touch) 


£550 
Tel: Byfield 60685 (Northants) 


CAR FOR THE CONNOISSEUR 


9,000 miles. 
M reg., 1974 


Citroen Maserati, manual, 
Colour Brun Rogue Brun, 19% 
specification. Tinted glass, electrically 
operated windows and aerial. Factory fitted 
stereo, Powered steering. Air conditioning. 


Ring York (0904) 29949 for viewing 


TWO ATTRACTIVE SPORTS CARS 


1969 Alfa Romeo Spyder Veloce drop 
head coupé. Very good condition. Red 


Oct 1972 Capri GAL with full Jet U 


75 
1967 Lotus Elan. Special equipment fixed 


Company car forces head coupé 


Tel: 042 121 3235 


Tel: Stony Stratford 2854 


CATERHAM CARS (LONDON) _ 


1s7E LOTUS +26 139. Filaned in cea/siiver 


‘Tei ? 61-788 S668) 
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D and A AUTOS 


(Kingsbury) 
8-10 Slough Lane, Kingsbury. NW9 
(off Church Lane) 


1973 3 LITRE CAPRI 


‘Dy TRICENTAOL, “This cat 


1972 CORTINA 1600 Estate 
S1d0" tor only 


Winer geth Slack rm 
1873 ESCORT 1100. Maroon with black x 
1972 ESCORT 1300. Estate 
with Diack tim, vinyl root 
970 ,SIMcA, 101, aL 
Ww, t owner 
1971 CORTINA. 1659, 4-doar. Whine with 
Tim} owner. 22,000 miles, Rave 
1872 VOLKSWAGEN {L Repd) 1200. 6 500, mii 
‘Oniy t owner. Ras 


Super _congivon 
Redion low mileage. 


Low mileage, 


Yellow. 


(1973 OCT. M) 
LOTUS 
» EUROPA 


Black and gold. S-speed. Radio, taxed 
‘Sniy, e280 
Norman Trindar, Tal: Reading (0734) 302058, 


ROBIN 
HAMILTON 


Aston Martin Specialists 


PART EXCHANGES TO CLEAR 
1100, Maroon 4-door de luxe, Lon 
‘ea 


sition 

1965 IMP. AL 

1983 TRIUMPH HERALD 1250. 1 owner, Sunanine 
id 


£1400 o.n.0. 


including trailer 


omered at, unusual 


met and rear end. 3 ‘or mats. room 


Phone Rodger 021-476 4794 


Engine iust rebuilt By uy 
ck trim, (chrome, wor E1360 


GHIBLI 
_ 885 men 


‘pusmearas. jock, when! Et 


21873 evenings. 


Why not sell 
your sports car 
on this page. 

Tel: AUTOSPORT 
01-636 3600 


Original car. Suit- 
for restoration. Engine at present 
Stripped. Good tyres. Fast appreciating 
asset at only 1 


Ir Ryan Skelmersdale 21873 
evenings, Wigan 42207/42679 day 


FERRARI DINO 246 GT 


Bright yellow, black interior. Low mileage. 
Personal number plate. Tinted windows. 
Lear Jet stereo, LM/FM radio, unmarked. 
£3495 
Tel: Brighton 593638/70100 


SPORTS 23 


ASA eT, hits 


1973 (Nov) Morgan +8. 2,000 miles onl 

‘Signal red, with many extras 30 

Brand new MGB GT V8. Finished in white. 
‘At pre-increase price. 


1972 Lotus Elan Sprint. Drop head, in 
virtually 88 new condition, Lagoon blue 
Qnd white. Fitted with push button 
radio.” Supplied by us. Full service 
record. Full mileage 13,000 miles £1595 


SPECIAL OFFER. 1 only. Brand new and 
unregistered 1973 model Lotus Europa. 
£500" off “current list price: 


ALAN FOSTERS GROUP ONE MARINA. 
Now converted as 9 superb road car, 
Fully balanced engine, fully adjustable 
shock absobers, unmarked condition 

£800 


MGB GT. Specially finished in jet black 
with biack cloth trim and tinted glass. 
Chromium — plated — wheels, ate 
Immediate delivery 


1973 Lotus Europa JPS. 5-speed gearbox 


Tinted gloss, alloy wheels, radio stereo, 
Recorded mileage 10,000 ‘E2100 


JOHN FINCH 
CARS 


offer 


1971 Mercedes 230 SL. Hard and 
soft tops. Automatic. PAS. Silver. 
Excellent throughout £4650 

1972 TVR 2500M. White. Overdrive. 
Tinted. Sun roof, ete £1295 

1971 Lancia HF Lusso. Dark blue, 
black trim. Outstanding condition. 
15,000 miles £1395 

1971 MGB GT. Flame orange, black 
trim. Overdrive. Radio. 21,000 
miles only £1095 

1961 Porsche FHC. LHD. Silver £395 

Further details 


Tel : Chesterfield 71612 or 71614 
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For further information on inserting 


advertisements on these pages 


Ring: 01-636 3600 


RANGE ROVER 


RELIANT 


SUNBEAM 


VAUXHALL 
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Ford Capri Super Saloon? 


Tol: 0224 24170 


BROWN RACING 
offer 


CHEVRON B23 


New Allan Smith FVD, new slicks and 
wets. 
This magnificent car is complete with 
4-wheel trailer and ready to race. 


A. W. 


Part-exchange welcome 


01-459 6534 


01-451 1306 (9am to 6 pm) 
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ENGINES FOR SALE 


2-Litre BOA injected F/2. Fully rebuilt at Titans and unused 
Since, t/plate clutch, pumps, etc. Ready to race £1250 
It and unused since, complete 
with Luci clutch, etc, as above £1250 
1930 Rally BDA. All stool 45 DCOE, new clutch, ate. Full 
rebuilt at Whitheads and ready to go 
FVC 1800. Newly rebuilt bottom end, mostly new parts, com. 
te clutch, etc. Unused since rebuild £1250 
jgon BDA 1600. Just rebuilt (bills for £280) 
Absolutely complete and ready to race 
Atlantic Richardson BDA. Choice of 2 engines. 2 ‘racen, om 
‘each, both complete hey 
BRM 1598 T/Cam 1973 engine, Very litie used, complete with 
45 DCOE's, dry sump, clutch flywheel, dizzy, £550 
Holbay Injected 1600 F/3 engine. T/cam. Fully rebuilt, clutch, 
injection, air box, pumps, etc. 1973 engine, Choice of 2 £450 
tune 1600. F/3. T/cam. Just fully rebuilt at Whitheads 
and complete, carbs, clutch, pumps, etc 
PUA ieee 9 Seren: updened. abut and wiisead Best ofr 


ANY OF THE ABOVE OPEN TO PX RACE SPARES, ENGINES. 
GEARBOXES, CARS, ETC. 


R. D. H. RACING, 
2 Ashbrook Road, Bollington, Cheshire 
Tel: Bollington 74022 


If you are a rally specialist or 
have any rally equipment to 


sell why not give us a ring on 


01-636 3600 


Tol: BEACONSFIELD 6452 (Bucks) 
‘or write : J. Paterson. 
21 Howard. Crescent. 
SEER GREEN, Bucks 
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ELVA COURIER—FACTORY LIGHTWEIGHT 


One of six specially 
developed for sports 
acl with tubular 
chassis. Totally rebuilt 
to new by Guy Black 
in_1972/73. 125+ bhp 
MGA mk Il engine with 
balanced 
rank, 


‘and tyres, 
spares and tri 
winch. 


Car Champion- 
not used since, 


condition. 

production“ Courier. 

1 £1100 ono for the lot. or part exchange possible. 
Tel: Rod Leach on Dial 


Greencoates (Herts) 591 0992-584 591 


TRANSPORTER FOR SALE OR HIRE 


John Patterson offers for sale his ESCORT RS1600, this cur 
has been prepared regardless of cost and all problems that 
are associsted with a new car have been ironed out 


THE FULL RALLY SPECIFICATION INCLUDES : 


Strengthened shell with big wings, 140 bhp engine. rocket 
new Atlas axle with 47 Isd, Bilsteins alk round, 


rear end, World Cup cross member and high rack 
Steering plus many more modifications too numerous to 
mention. 

This car is now ready to rally and offers around £1800 will 


Tel: John 
Ancroft 227 (near B 


ALEXIS CARS LTD. 
COLESHILL — STAFFS. 


Alexis Mk 23B. New chassis. Less engine and gearbox £1250 
Mk 238. 8 races only. Rebuilt engine £1700 
Mk 188. Complete rebuilt car and engine £1100 


E-Type Jaguar, 1967. Blue, sunshine roof, wire wheels. 
In’ good condition 75 ono 


2 x 10in and 2 x 14in magnesium wheels. Tho set £95 
‘One set Dunlop wet tyres 185/550/13 40 


PHONE: FURNACE END 401 


McLAREN M10B 


1967. Genuine low mile- 
‘age car. Finished in metal- 
lie blue. Left-hand drive. 
Excellent condition 
throughout and of course incredible performance. €7760. 


Tel: Byfleet 41009 


FORD ESCORT FITTED FVC ENGINE 


Spare wheels, diff, assorted spares, trailer and car 
cover. Price £3150 ono. 


Road or race car accepted as part exchange. 


Arthur Collier 
Bunclody, County Wexford, Ireland. 
Tel: Enniscorthy 7106 or 7258. 
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‘CLUBMANS FORMULA 4 RACING CARS 


FORMULA 750 


FORMULA VEE 


SUPER VEE ONE LeTRE ump 


HISTORIC RACING CARS 


HILLCLIMB CARS: 


SPORTS RACING CARS 


FORMULA 3 


Tricentro! Championship winner, built by works and maintained regard- 
less of cost with Holbay motor (just rebuilt), wide nose, Melmags, 
special gearbox and every conceivable extra. immaculate, just completely 
stripped and rebuilt ready for this season. One of the most competitive 
cars last year. ie, Aintree 67.3 seconds; Silverstone GP 1.33.7 seconds, 
Club 57.6 seconds. Records: Rufford, Mallory (long and short) 


For sale only due to sponsored drive 


{Car similar to above) —T Contact PAUL ELTON at EAST KNOYLE 365 
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MAGNA ALLOY WHEELS 
FOR ROAD & RACING 


10, 12. 13, 14 and 15 inch dis 
5 inch to 12 inch rims 

42-mm knock-on 

52 mm knock-on 

Bolt or peg fixing. Also Borrani and 
Duniop w wide stan! wheal 
Brochure on 4 


37/49 GRENFELL ROAD. 
iAtoenMEAD. BERKS 


MAGNA ENGINEERING 
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JAYBRAND NOMEX 


1-piece Taslan-lined suit 
1-piece single-layer suit 
2-piece single-layer suit 
Blue or orange colouring for 
above 
Nomex 2-piece underwear (S, 
M, L and XL) 
Nomex ballaclava (M and L) 
Nomex face mask 
Nomex socks (S, M and L) 
Nomex extra long socks (S, M, 
and L) 
Nomex gloves : 
3 layer (S, M, L and XL) 
2 layer (S, M, L and XL) 


Clubman (S, M, Land XL) £6.10 
Nomex 2-layer boots (blue) £11.00 
PROBAN 1-piece suit £14.30 
2-piece suit £15.40 

MECHANICS’ OVERALLS (red, 

blue, yellow or orange) £11.00 
WESTOVER 
3-layer laminated blue Nomex 

boots £14.85 
FPT 
1-piece double-layer suit (grey) £93.50 
1-piece single-layer suit (blue 

‘or orange) £60.50 
2-piece underwear (S, M and 

L) Bian £46.75 
Indianapolis gloves (S, M, L 

and XL) £17.32 
Ballaclava (Universal) £8.25 
Socks (S, M and L) £6.05 


PLEASE GIVE WAIST, CHEST, INSIDE 
LEG AND HEIGHT FOR ALL SUIT 
MEASUREMENTS: 


ROAD & RACING ACCESSORIES 
HOLBORN) LTD. 


a || 
|] ALL THESE PRICES ARE SUBJECT |} 


| 10% 


DISCOUNT 


UNTIL MARCH 31, 1974 


BELL HELMETS 


Star (63-74 in_}th sizes) £35.20 
Magnum (63-74 in jth sizes) £29.15 
500 RT (64-73 in #th sizes) £23.65 
Star visors (Clear, green and 

yellow with or without snaps 

for peaks) £2.20 
Star nip offs for 5 £1.65 
Star stud kit 66p 
Fog-free anti mist 66p 
Bell helmet bag £6.05 
Bell helmet and kit bag £9.35 
Skovia kit bag (separate top- 

and-bottom sections) £8.80 
Magnetic pit signalling kit £19.25 
Robotimer triple-sequence stop 

watch board £12.10 
HEUER 
Three-crown watches for Robo- 

timer board from £12.65-£26.07 


Micro split digital stop watch £104.50 
558.401 Taylor action stop 

watch £50.49 
512.402 split action stop watch £47.52 

Other watches on request 

Number roundels and squares 28p 
Numbers ¥ 10p 
Set of 10 each nos 0-9 £7.15 


Prices include VAT and postage except Pit signalling kit 


Why not come and see us at our new shop next door to our current premises 


10-12 PROCTER STREET, LONDON, WCIV 6NX 


Telephone : 01-242 3080 
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BALANCING FORMULA FORD SEVENTY SERIES SCHOLAR, unet 


DYNAMOMETERS 
en eae has MAGAZINES 


FINANCIAL 


aia as ralph aceite ae pon FE 
V.W. DERRINGTON LTD a Oita ; 
FOR ALL * v so r- fey ~ 


WEBER CARBURETTERS 
aye iTramoata: Air Camere, Geshe HEWLAND 
GEARBOXES 


‘RESUNDS—REPAIRS—NEW AND 5/ SPAR 


PREMISES TO LET 


Kingston 8621/2 


WEBE 


CHRIS MONTAGUE CARBURETTER CO. 
344 CRICKLEWOOD LANE. LONDON. MW2 204 


ENGINES 


INSURANCE 


SPORTS CAR INSURANCE 


B.D.G. CHRIS MEEK’S MOTOR RACING 


COSWORTH ORGANISATION 


requires a first rate experienced mechanic capable of taking 
2-LITRE full charge and working on his own initiative. The successful 
applicant will be given accommodation, transport, the security 
of a permanent position and a salary of £50 per week. Please 


REBUILT. £1950 ono. write giving full details to 
The Secretary 
Trevor Twaits. Tel: Batley 474212 Titan Group of Companies 


Titan House, Westgate, Leeds 1 
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March Engineering Ltd. 


Sports and Performance Cars 50-55 - 
have vacancies for 


march ‘iailiuing personnal 


ADDITIONAL 
DETAIL/DESIGN DRAUGHTSMAN 


Applicants should have at least 3 years engineering 
drawing office experience, preferably in the automobile 
industry. Apply in writing only, stating age, previous 
experience, ete to: 

Clive Larke, 
design office, 
MARCH ENG., 
Murdock Road, 

Bicester. 


HARRISON CLARK 
Jaguar Specialists 


‘30, ¥e ROAD WHEEL. 
JAGUAR Xk PARTS, good ng 
HARRISON, CLARK. 

“ewiyn oad 


004. £38. 


NORMAN REEVES 


Locomotors. 


(Motors) LTD CE> 


THE NORMAN REEVES 


TRANSPORTER/WORKSHOP 


We are reluctantly selling out purpose built unit that we believe was the best in GP. Il 
last year. It has everything you can think of from 220/240 v generator, power points, 
gas bottle stowage, canopies, bins, bench, cooker, etc., electric winch, fresh water 
tanks, tyre racks, even the proverbial kitchen sink. 

Today it would cost about £5,000 to build. 

The chassis is Ford 0607 and has covered only 6,000 miles. The body was built by 


It will take a saloon or, with slight modifications, two monopostos 
Serious enquiries to 
A. F. Pateman, Joint Managing Director, 
NORMAN REEVES (MOTORS) LTD., 
Uxbridge, Middx. Tel : 33444. 


Two Litre Chevron Spares 


4 Bilsteins. Engine mountings. 2 Armstrongs. F/R top 
links. Radius rods. Wishbones. B21 and 3 front/rear 
uprights. Rose-joints. Springs. Distributor. Starter 
motor. F and R disc. Assorted clutch parts. FG adaptor 
plate. New rod and rack. F and R body sections. B21 
bulkhead. Power tool complete. 2 FVC cams. 2 1800 
cranks (good). Assorted rods and pistons 


Tel : 01-435 7436/7 


TRAILERS 
TANNER TRAILERS 


PIXMORE AVE, LETCHWORTH, HERTS 
Tel: Letchworth 6026 


Ait 


Alloy cacing car box trailers made to order—2 weeks’ delivery 
Side’ awnings supplied it ‘required. Telephone for. prices 
Yat x Oke TB-owt 2wheel travers complete with ramps, Tights 
Joes! ‘Biso 
Yat x Gk, 25-cwi, a-whoel waiter £200 
1k & Ott craah racovery tates, 38-cwt With winch, I/whoel 
ramps, rear stands and txing chins. Immediate delivery "£320 


Write, catl or telephone for details of trailers. 
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AUTOSPORT MARKET 


PLACE 
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‘ARE YOU GETTING YOURS ? 


RACING SCHOOL 


CHEAPEST RACING 
‘SCHOOL IN 
EUROPE 


ANDRE PILETTE INTERNATIONAL 

RACING SCHOOL :: "Zolder Cireult 

Free information ANDRE PILETTE, rue du 

Noyer 282" 1040 Brussels, Tel.: 02/34,00.98 
Belgium, 


ROLLOVER BARS 


ROLLING ROAD 


SERVICES 


SITUATIONS WANTED 
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SITUATIONS VACANT 
|-ton car transporting trailers complete with 
Winch available for immediate delivery 
REDUCED. 
from £285 to £255 


1 omly 2-ton cart ranspsorting trailer 
complece with winch 
REDUCED 
from £395 to £350 
LIMITED OFFER 
‘ACT NOW 


Thameside Trailers 


Soring Corner, High Street, Feltham, 
Tel: 01-890 4831/0230 


TRAILERS ‘2tonto dtons 


WANTED 


SPHERICAL BEARINGS 


‘wheel problems contact 
MOTOR WHEEL SERVICE AND REPAIR CO. 


TIMING EQUIPMENT 


71 Jeddo Road, Shepherds Bush 
London. W12 
Tel: 01-749 1391/2 


AUTOSPORT MARKET PLACE 


Sports and Performance Cars 50-55 - Racing and Competition Cars 55-57 ~ Autosport Market Place 57-63 


A MEMBER OF THE ALAN SMITH GROUP 


RACING GEARBOXES LTD. 


OFFICIAL HEWLAND AGENTS 
First-class repair service by factory trained staff. 48 hour 
collection or delivery on receipt of your instructions.* 
Prompt attention given to any enquiry, spares or repairs. 
Immediate dispatch of goods by any method to suit your 
requirements. 

OVERSEAS ORDERS WELCOMED 

‘AND PROMPTLY EXECUTED 

0332 40606. MANCHESTER ST. DERBY 

* WITH FEW EXCEPTIONS DEPENDING ON YOUR AREA 


TIRAN AUTO CENTRE 


291 Willesden Lane, London NW2 
Full Rolling Road and Crypton facilities 
available in London operated by top-class 
technicians. 


PHONE 01-459 6534 


elf + coombs racing pA 


TWO ONLY 
1973 Cosworth BDG engines — 


unraced. 
JOHN COOMBS 
Tel: Guildford 69944. 


Linea Sport FPT. 
GMO)IGD iscsi sr on 


(3) Grit fli ee ame etter nn 


‘griffin. PROTECT YOUR BODY, HEAD AND FACE WITH TOTAL CONFIDENCE 
UK Distributors : Gordon 
‘2b Central Trading Estate, 


ico Ltd, 
taines. Middx. Tel: Staines 57867 


GRAHAM HILL RACING LTD. 
require 
EXPERIENCED Fl MECHANIC 
WELDER/FABRICATOR 
VAN DRIVER 


Piease apply in writing 
R. Brimble, 12 Mount Road, Feltham, M 
FOR SALE: far Ford diesel transporter, as new, 
Bttingss lockers, Ratcliffe hydraulic tail lifts: TEL: 61 


jesex, TW13 6AR 
internal 
98 5056. 


ANSELL-JAMES COMPETITION SERVICES 
RACE HIRE 


Two competitive Merlyns now available for race hire at 
competitive prices. We also offer a very comprehensive 
repair and preparation service covering. everything from 


Formula Ford to special saloons 


Tot: Hertford 6316 


(66.00 wach 


88g8a88: 


ilies 


apanestnSaoaaae 
seesseegsgesseees, 


B 3220020 
a ageenger 


seel etc) du 
225 Comars, 


01-743 3591 or 01-573 1082 


i 
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LET US PREPARE 
YOUR CAR 


ALTA CAR & ENGINEERING CO. 


(MIKE BARNEY) 
We are offering a personal race car prepara- 
tion and repair service. 
FORMULA FORD TO FORMULA 5000 
Phone us with your requirements 
EPSOM 28939 
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RACING CAR COVERS 


We cen now supply an improved range of Waterproof Single Seave 
ntwelght and easy to handle 


Bivalow tront and back panets 


Rive, orange or black 
PRICE £35 EACH (+ VAT) 
Chevron 9/15/17. atc. Lotus 


Low COST RACING LTD, 
\Wrecclasham Road, Farnham, 
‘Tel: Farnham 6866, 


RICHARD ROBARTS offers for sale his 
Deron | 


or TRANSIT 
‘est 2, TRANSPORTER 


Professionally built 2-litre Transit. Electric winch, truck cal 
dural ramps, side_and floor lockers, wheel racks in roof, wi 
or Formula Car. Taxed, new tyres and engin 

Immaculate condition, £925. 


Tol : 01-235 0231 
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WANTED SKILLED MECHANIC 


By Robin Hamilton : 
Aston Martin Specialists 


Must be conscientious and used to working to high 
standard’. Minimum age 21. Previous experience on 
Aston Martin's not essential. Apart from rebuilding 
Astons we also prepare racing cars and have our 
‘own racing programme. This is an opportunity to 
join a small specialised company offering unusual 
variety of work in very pleasant surroundings. 


Phone Robin Hamilton on Burton-on-Trent 812744 


GUY EDWARDS RACING 


has the following Lola sports car equipment for sale 
Engines: 1 1973 Cosworth BDG rebuilt. 1 1973 Richardson BDG 
rebuilt, Unused since new 290 monocoque, complete. T290 
fibreglass body panels, complete with wing. A\ large assortment 
of team equipment including a complete set of FT/FG ratios, 
gearboxes. jigs, tracking and camber caster gauges, signalling and 
timekeeping equipment, Honda generator. A large selection of 
partworn tyres and some T212 spares, etc, etc 


Contact elther 01-622 8408 or 01-351 0303. 
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ECURIE SANTOS RACING | 


Merlyn chassis, £55, 
McLaren chassis. Monocoque for sports car, £100. 

As above for Formula Libre, £100. 

Anti-roll bars, all sizes, £5 to £10 each 

Remote oil filters, £5. 

March ventilated discs, £10. 

Bells for same, €5. Oil tanks F2, £25. 

Chrome radius rods, 72/73 March, all formula, £6. 

Brake pads. £1 per pair all sizes, 

Rads from FF to large Sports Cars. All new £10 upwards 
10 and 11 Series DFV camshafts, £20 pair 

Dampers and coil springs, £10 each upwards. 

Wings to suit Formule 2, 3 and 1, F5000, Fl, etc, between 
E10 and £30 each 

FF exhaust system 4 into 1, secondhand, £16 each 

FF exhaust 4 into 2 into 1, new £8 each 

Front wings/tabs, €5 per pair 

March 722 bodywork, £40 the set 

Drive shafts from £10 per pai 

1 72 Series FF engine rebuilt, side dry sump, no carb, £195, 
2 x 10 x 13 Lotus 4 stud wheels, brand new, £45 the pair 
March front and rear uprights, unmachined, £10 the pair 

Palliser F Atlantic chassis, £75. Brand new 

Hawke supervee chassis, €20 to clear 

March 701 bag tanks, £10 each to clear 

BT38 Monocoque, slight damage. £40. 

March 14in rim, unmachined, £20. March 10in rims unmachined 
£10 each. 

1 pair Lotus FF uprights, €20. 1 U2 nose cone with wings, €20, 
F2 fuel filter, fitted non-return valve, £5 each 

F2 Lucas high pressure fuel pumps, £2 new. 
Mechanical rev counter, €10. Water temp gaug 
capillary tub), €5 each. 

F3 Bilstein gas dempers, new and secondhand, E16 to £20 
Large quantity of various discs, caliper: te 

Crossié 19F, ex works, ex Tommy Reid, Brian Nelson. trish 
Libre ‘Championship car, rolling chassis, 

Alexis 22 FF, rebuilt, £750. Rolling chassis, many mods. 

Ford Capri, fitted March F1 rear suspension, fully rose jointed 
front suspension rocket box, glass front complete, less engine 
ot £1150. 

73A March ex Cannon rebuilt rolling chassis, £2260. 

Hewland and Rover engine available 

721 March, ex works F1 Peterson. Now modified to accept 
Chevy and Hewland. Idea! Libre and hillclimb, £2260. Engine 
and box available. 

J21G March ex Ronnie Peterson team car to fit DFV rebuilt 
many new parts. Price negotiable. 

DFV possibly available. 

735 March Sports Car. Ex Jody Schecter rebuilt with many 
new parts, £3500. Rolling chassis, 2-litre twin cam and FG: 
available 

702 March works prototype rebuilt with 5-speed Hewland and 
Vegantune twin cam installed. Modified and installed with 
bag tanks. 73 bodywork, wings, Graviner belts, etc, €850. 
Suit Libre, etc: 

Tecno F3, ex Ronnie Peterson Championship rolling chas: 
£550, no offers. 

1966 Ford Mustang, fitted 289 high power VB at £600. 
1963 Ford Falcon Estate on wide wheels, etc. Manual. 6 
cylinder. Ideal tow car. £150. 


Tel.: 01-952 0602 


(short 


WATFORD 30726 evening 


CHASSIS SUPPLIERS GUIDE 


MERLYN MAKERS OF BEAUTIFUL BODIES 
SPECIALISED MOULDINGS LTD. 
COLCHESTER RACING DEVELOPMENTS LTD 


MANUFACTURERS, DESIGNERS AND 
STYLISTS IN GLASS REINFORCED PLASTIC 


Tel : Great Bentley 307/535 
Cables : Merirace Colchester 


ARCH MOTOR 
& MANUFACTURING CO. LTD. 


REDWONGS WAY TRADING ESTATE 
HUNTINGDON, HUNTS 
Tel.: 0480 4502/51116 


GRAND PRIX METALCRAFT LTD. 


Specialists in prototype aluminium racing bodies. Monocoaue 
sscar fuel churns. 
rypes of welding 


‘and sheet metalwork. 


RAPID MONOCOQUE CHASSIS REPAIR SERVICE 
2/3 Thane Works, Thane Villas, London, N7 
Tel: 01-609 0384 


HEWLAND ENGINEERING LTD. 


All Hewiand gesrboxes, Cortin fed slip _differentiats. 


construction of both monocoque and tubular 
in production quantities. 


racing car chi 


Complete sheet metal work and welded fabrication service to 
the motor and motor racing industries. Painting and stove 
‘enameliing. Chassis repair service. 


Group 7 gearbox. Contact us at 


Boyn Valley Industrial Estate, 
Boyn Valley Road, 


Tot: Maldonhwod 32088 (6 lines) 


liad Advertisement Department 
Vondon, WIA 2HG. Minimum charge 
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| i P= 4 & Ee the Prize -winners 


Cibié lamps put an even band of light exactly where it should be for real night safety. Cibié takes a 
Quartz Halogen bulb that gives you power and to spare and combines it with a reflector and 
glass of uniquely efficient design. That's what guarantees the evenness of Cibié lighting. Cibié 
faces every lamp with lead-crystal glass for brilliant clarity, just to make sure that your lighting 
will never let you down, especially in those dangerous moments of night driving, 


Cibié are specialists. They make only one product—a range of motor lighting that has set new 
safety standards. They cost the little more that you would expect to pay for better technical 
design and top performance. They give you an easier, safer drive—and go on giving! Small 
wonder manufacturers and the rally and racing champions rely on Cibié. 


HERTFORDSHIRE 
Official Cibie Distributors for Hertfordshire 


LARGE STOCKS HELD OF LAMPS & PARTS 


FITTING AND BEAM SETTING SERVICE 
AVAILABLE. 


KERR-BRIDGLAND LTD 


52 Westfield Road, 
Harpenden, 
Hertfordshire. 

ALS 4HW 


Tel: Harpenden (05827) 62575 


TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME 


SOUTHERN ACCESSORY FACTORS LTD 
KIDLINGTON INDUSTRIAL ESTATE 
BANBURY ROAD 
KIDLINGTON 
OXFORD 
Tel: 086 75 5256 


CIBIE, KONI, ALEYBARS, 
PADDY HOPKIRK SEATS 
and all your road & rally needs 


CIBIE IN KENT 


PIT STOP ACCESSORIES 
9 CARLTON PARADE, 
ORPINGTON, KENT 

Tel: 66-24035 


CIBIE DISTRIBUTORS IN SCOTLAND 


SPORTSTUNE (Accessories) 
10 BRANDON TERRACE 
EDINBURGH 
Tel: 031 556 3507 


Weare also Scottish Distributors for: 


ALEYBARS, KONI, SPEREX, FIAMM 
SPEEDWELL, BROWN & GEESON, 
CORBEAU & RESTALL 


TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME 


FOR CIBIE IN LONDON 


GPPOSITE LOCA 


310 GROVE GREEN ROAD, 
LEYTONSTONE, 
LONDON E.11 
Please Telephone 01 556 7700 


All your Tuning needs including 
CIBIE, ARMSTRONG, SPAX, 
MOTO LITA, SCORPION SEATS 
SAFETY DEVICES, ROLL CAGES Etc 


PIT STOP ACCESSORIES 
149 CROYDON ROAD, 
BECKENHAM, KENT 
Tel: 01-650-1941 

Large range of Cibie lights and spares carried in stock. 


we carry a vast range of Competition and 
Do-It-Yourself Accessories. All the Leading Brands. 


83s 


parks 


In just a wink! 


Ever stopped to consider 
just how hard a Formula 1 
engine works during a Grand 
Prix? Speeds can reach any- 
thing up to 190 m.p.h. and the 
engine could be turning over at 


upwards of 450 
brake horse 
power. 


——> 
The fuel/air mixture in the 
engine is ignited through an 
electronic ignition system 
producing an 8000 volt spark 
roughly 5000 times per minute. 


Consider, therefore, the fact 
that this means that a spark 
plug sparks 83 times per 
second. 

That’s why, year after year 
the majority of Formula 1 
teams choose Champion 
for their engines, 
where reliability 
is a major 
consideration. 


More Champions 
are sold today than any 
other make of spark plug. 


